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mir paintings accompanying this
catalogue will mtroduce Bjdm betver
than any words I may say here. These are
& few remarks by another artist who had
the lucky accident of being Bidrn’s
teacher. These are remarks about a good
friend I made in 1977 in Indiana whom [
respect as 4 wonderful human being and
an excellent painter of Iceland.

The first semester at Indiana Stave
University in Terre Haute was a struggle.
Bidrn was not really sure what he was
looking for, but had the good sense to
realize that his need to grow as an artist
would require 8 degree of concentration
in some scademic routine like an art
school. The sdjustmenis were tre-
mendous; The disappomtments were
few, and the rewards were worth it

To understand the new influence of
the American landscape on B Bimir's
pPaEIntings it is important o understand
the typographical character of this part
of the United States, the Midwest, Terre
Haute lies in southwestern Indiang
adjscent o the state of [llinois bordered
by the Wabash River. The city is located

between Indianapolis and St. Lous, on
the major east-west highway link of the
United Staves; Chicago lies due north
approximately 200 miles. The surround-

ing flat plains that were carved out of
Ihl'.'ll:tl: North American Ice Age helped
fashion this drainage system of the Great
Lakes. This vast land expanse of the
Midwest is without any substantial hill
or mountain for nearly 300 miles, nor salt
water for B00 miles in any direction.
By contrast, such environs would certain-
Iy hearken a deep nostalgia for & seaside
home. Bjdrn was no exception, He used
these contrasts to transform the prairie
into 8 vast Icelandic Paradise.

Diespite the strong use of continuous
planes the color has always remained
Icelandic. These soft, slow moving tones,
that 1 perceived as Iceland interplay
strongly with the horizontal, vertical,
and occasional disgonal thrust - much
the theme of the pantings fmom Indiana.
The space is controlled to avoid the
boring attempts at transforming infinity
planes into deep space, but is trans-
formed by the poet's hand into a
compromise between sea and land.

The border element is used to slow the
receding planes and guide the painting
owards berter sympathy to the color.
Much of the color has been manipulated
through the use of the air brush, a new
toal that Bjfrmn discovered in Terre
Haute. There is & masterly fecling of air,
atmosphere, light, and contral by the
artist,

Dwiring these two short vears Bjdrm was
able 1o concentrate on his painting and
1o realize the full potential of his artistic
talent. He also endeared himself o
faculty and students alike at Indiana
State University. This writer sadly
misses his presence but rejoices in his
present success. Good luck, Bjém!

I exvend my hand across the sea to you in

congranulations,
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feeddur 22/7 1932

Nam: 1979 Master of soence Indiana State University.
1965 Pr6l | Gorviddartetknun, fatarteiknun og rimuciknun
Indendors Arkitekt Akademied.

1855 Prdl | skreytilist og skiltagerd Bergenbolre Dekorations
fagskole,

1952: Teiknikennaraprsf Handia- og Myndlistasksla fs-
lands,

Ig9: Mim | Myndlstadeild Handida- og Myndlistaskila
fstands.

Syningar:

Einkasyming | MNorrena hisinua 1977,
Chicago I.U. 1979

Devenport lowa 1979

Auk pess syningar villsvegar | Canada 1979

Borm 2277 1032

M. 5S¢ Imdvana Sraee Uefoeritry 979

Maploma frdendors Archriekr Abademied [O45

Irploma Berpenbolte Dekovarions fapskole 1955

Teachers Cervificate = The leelandic College of Arr and Crafts 1952
Fenr arin The forlamdic Colloge af Art and Crafir 1999

Exbatbrdoom:

Privare Exbibsrion, Nordic Mowe, Revkiaoik 1577
Camcage [LLT, 1OT9

ﬂn'mlh.lre. Tompa 1979

Vieriow Comadion Fokibivies 879,












Charles L Reddingion

feddur i Chicago 2273 1929,

B.F.A, Art Institute Chicago 1954
M.F.A, Southern 1L Univ. 1970,

Mr. Reddington hefur verid myndlistarkennari vilsvegar

i Evrépu, Astraliu og Ameriku. Myndir hans hafa verid
syndar vidla s.s. Astraliu, Japan og Bandarikjunum. Hann er
ni préfessor | myndlist vi Indiana State University,

Terre Haute Indiana.

Borm i Chicags 2277 1929,

B.F.A. Art Instrute Chicago 1954
M.FA. Sourkern I Unfe. 1970,

Mr. Reddingron hai berm am art mitructor m several cowmtrien of
Europe, Awiiralia and America,

His works have been vhown in Awnrvalia, Yapar and the Umited Seaten.
Hi & prevemily @ professor ai [ndrama Seare Uaiveriiy,



Petta er ekki kynning & Birni Birnir.
Milverkin sem fylgia pessum baklingi
munu kynna hann betur en nokkud pad,
sem £g get sagt. Pena eru adeins ficin
ord eftir annan listamann, sem var svo
heppinn a0 verda kennari Bidms, orll um
gbdan vin, sem &g kynntist 1979 i Indfana
of virdi sem drvals mann of dgictan,
islenskan mdlara

Fyrsta kennslumisserid | Rikis-
hiskdlanum | Indiana, | Terre Haute, var
erfitt. Bjdrn var ekki viss um ad hverju
hann var ad leita, en ndgu skynsamaur til
od skilja a8 vaoctarpéiel hans sem lista-
manns krafdist pidlfunar [ einbeitingu i
einhvers konar ndmsferli, svo sem lista-
skitla. Ordugleikarnir vory miklir: Afallin
woru [, of uppskeran beerti pau fvililega
upp.

Til pess ald skilja hin nyju dhrif banda-
risks landskags | milverkum Bjdrms Birnir,
er mikilvaegt ad skilja myndren einkenni
pessa hluta Bandarikjanna, midvestur-
rikjanma. Terre Haute er | sulvestur
Indiana og liggur ad Illinois, medfram
Wabash énni. Borgin er milli Indiana-
polis og 5t. Louis, vid mestu austur-
vestur hradbraut Bandarikjanna. Chicago

NG (hares Reddingfon

er um 320 km beint § norfur, SkEturmar |
kring, sem mynduBust § siustu isdld |
Morfur-Ameriku urdu a8 eins konar
affallskerfi fyrir Vétnin Miklu. &
vildtiu er engin haed eBa fell, sem risi
undir nafni, svo hundrodum kilémetra
skiptir, og salt vatn hvergi naer en 1300
kilbmetra, Umhverfi af pessu tagi er
sannarlega til pess fallid ad vekja heimprd
hji peim, sem §dur hefur baid vid sjb.
notadi pessar andstdur til pess ad um-
mynda slétruna | vilfema ishenska
Paradis,

Prin fyrir mikla beitingu siendurtekinna
flata, hafa litirnir alltaf haldist islenskir.
bessir mildu, hiegu ténar, sem &g skynja
sem fsland, skiptast skarpt & vid lirétiar
linur og lddrérar, og endrum og eins
ikvelnar skilinur - einmin stefid dr
milverkum fri Indisna. Romid er
afmarkad til pess o8 komast hjd preyvtandi
tilraunum til a8 breyta endalausum
flétum i dfpt, en umbreytt med hénd
skildsins | sambyndi hafs og lands.

Jedarciningarmar eru notadar til ad
hagia & hallandi fiGtunum og styra mil-
verkinu § dre til meiri einingar vi8 litina,

Litunum hefur oft verid hagrett med pvi
a) nota sprautu, nytt teki, sem Bjm
uppgdtvadi | Terre Haute. Fram kemur
meistaraleg tilfinming fyrir lofti, andble,
birtu, og Gruggt taumhald listamannsins.

Pressi tvid stuttu dr var Bimi migulegr
ad cinbeita sér ad mdlverkum sinum og
skynja til fulls inntak listamannahefileika
sinna. Hann vann lika hugi og hjdrmu
kennara sem nemenda vid Rikishiskol-
ann | Indiana. 54§ sem petta skeifar saknar
hans sirt, en fagnar ve i hans.
Gangi pér vel, Bjdrm! Eg rétti bér hind
ylir hafidd og drna pér heilla.

Py Sygurder Heeidar flvedarsios)




Litmyndir Gulemusdur Ingdsison, [anmd
svart‘hvitar mynedin: Krntjin Magnisses, KM

Mynd of Charles Roddington: Efter melveri 5. Behroos
Myad af Birni Bismir: B, Adkar

Letanpert: Mlantim [0 po

Prentun: Premisenifden Foda bd

Udirshbnmun: O5A 00 Baldursdbetir, sedmari FIT
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