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Listmalarabiagid or samtdk malara, sem ofla vila framgang myndistar | landinu & hydrmdis-
logan hitt og stubla ad auknum dhugh almennings & malaralist,
| Listmalaratélaginu eru ymasir af iremstu malunem piodarinnar, sem matad hafa pé proun, sem
ordid hefur | malaralist sdusiu dratugina. Allir | fédaginu eiga ad baki margar syningar & verkum
sinum og hata flestir dvald edendis um drabil vid ndm og listskopun. Fiutt 6l istands straurmna
0g stelnur, Sem isenzka ppodin heldi annans naumast kynnzl nema al alspum og v skobun
bdka og limarita,
Margar skodanir enu uppl wm gidizmat lita og forma, og pannig hefur pad verid | gagnum
dimmar o bjartar og langar aldir mannkynssdgunnar, — Svo er bad enn bann dag | dag — &
Istandi eins og | umheiminum.
Félagar aru nd 22 talsing og hala slarfad og synt | flestum helztu menningammilsiidaem
heimsing svo sem Paris, Minchen, Mew York, Adm og Amsterdam, svo adeins séu nofndar
Sem Vaeringia er sidur, hata pair mediekid ferska sirauma og borid heddur lands og ppddar &
veggjum syningarsata framandi landa of pidda, = og eiga vissulega mangt &ger | peim afnum.

Artega efnir félagid til syningar & Kjarvalssiodum, of 10k eru 4, og bar 4 ad vera migulegt ad
kynnast mérgu af bvi helzta, sem er ad gerast | listskBpun, par sem ltur og form skipta
meginmal, Félagar geta peir ondill, sem bodin er patitaka, en engu ad sibur er hér pegar um
mptg ljibreytilegan hip myndiistarmanna ab reeda. Pess skal ad lokum getid, al & vegum
fédagsing of Hedri adila er & dofinni vaxandi starsemi, sam stafnir ab pvi al Kynna pad haltia,
som mddar islenzka myndiist og annarra pidba,

Gubni Pdrdarson

Tha Painters Sociely i3 an association of pasers who are intevested in tha democrabic
advancemeant of an in lceland and the promaotion of public interest in painting.

The Scciety's mambarship includes some of i mosi prominent Icelandic painkers today,
architects of the main developments in lcelandic painting cwer the past decades. All have
many exhibilions 1o Their cred, and most of them have worked and shudied abroad lor many
yaars, bringing back to lceland trends and developmenis which lcelanders would otharwise
only have known by heresay of from loreign books and magazings.

Many and vanous ane the values altached to colour and form. This has been 80 hroughout the
lang, dark and bright ages of hestory, and s =il so ioday in lceland as in the world around us.
Membears now number 22, having worked and exhibiled in most of greates! cultural cantres of
the world, Paris, Munich, New York, Rome and Amsterdam, 1o name only & few of the great
cilies of world ar,

in thi spiril of the wiiely-iraveled Vikings of old they have accepbed fesh ideas and spread
ranown for their people and couniry on the walls o gaSenes in distant lands — and have
doublless many axploils S8 lo parform,

Whenemer possible the Society holds an annual exhibitson at Kjarvatssiabir, whese one can
calch up on many ol the salient developmenls in an today, whene colour and form are the mast
importand [aciors. Membership is by invilaion, although the group already comprises a wida
spacirum. Finally i should be mentioned thai plans are alool both within the Sockety and
without 1o publiciza mone widely the main aristic developments in losland and abroad.

Gudni Pardarson
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A sidastidnu dn, er Listmidloratélagid var sioinad, taddis! fdtega su hugmynd ad gora
syningarskrir lélagsing sem veglegastar ur gandi og kynna féiagsmenn eftir besiu gelu hveviu
sinni. Litill umpditunartimi gardi bad dideyft bd, en nd heflumst vid handa og rennum r hiadi
med sérstakri kynningu & nestor félagsins, Porvaidi Skufasyni, dsami aimennr kynningy 4
ddrum felagsmannum. Al ar ginu sinnd fyrst, og vonum vid, 8d & naestu drum vend okiur kiey!t
ad kynna fledn Kstamenn sérstakioga | hverm syningarskrd.

Fyrirhugad er ad hata syningarskréna | sama broti dr hvert, pannig ad gidogt yfirit fdist 4
syningurn ldiagsing og proun pess & mik dra,
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foreidrar hans pau Elin Thedddrsdditir og Skili Jonsson fra Aubdlissiabum | Langadal. A
fimmia an fluttis! hann med foreldrum sinum 1l Blondudss, par semn fadir hans gerdist
Hauplélagsslion, og bar tok hann Ut proska til immidn dra aldurs, Hneigh til ksta md finna | @n
Porvalds of bernskuumbvedi, sem ¥t gat undic listreenan dhuga. Modurali hans var vel
dratthagur | skila og vibhor loreldra hans 1 lista var opid og vinsamlegt, 4 hesmiling voru
Bakur um Estir og ionlist var idkud | nokkrum masl,

A Blondutsi dflu ymsir framémenn erlend og innlend malverk og b4 einkum elir Asgrim
Jonsson. A fimmtanda ari verbur Porvaldur messadrengur & gamia Gullfossi og eitt halsta
éhugamal hans i landisgum | Edinborg o Kaupmannahiin voru heimsdknir 4 listastin. Pad
var Poraninn B. Porlaksson, er leidbeindi honum fyrst | myndiist, en svo I lesdin il Asgrims
Jonssonar, er selli honum verkelni og fylgdist med framvindu peirra o leibrétti,

54 listamadur, e d8li po eflir ad hala einna sterkust &hrif & Porvald, reyndist b vera Jon
Stetinsson og naut hann mikillar kidsagnar hans, Jon Steldnsson gleeddi hjd Porvaldi skilning
tyrir bormbestu, rokireedl og ahritarmikilli burbargring telkningarinnar, En einnig komu hér til ahrif
Irés litbjéirtum myndum Asgrims og ibiskvalausn einleegni Pdraring B, Porlikssonar,
Porvaidur 1ok stdrstigum framBdrum strax & tyrstu ndmsarum og syndi fyrst verk sin &
vorsyningu Listvinalélagsing did 1927, pd adeins rimiega tvitugur. Hiaul hann einna bestu
histrymina | Alpybu- og Morgunbiladsnu. Var strax & fyrstu ndmsdrum og syndi fyrst verk sin &
vorsyningu Listvinalélagsing and 1927, bd adeins nimiega tvitugur. Hiaut hann einna bestu
listrymina | Alppdu- og Morgunbiladeny. Var sirax §ost, ad hér var kominn fram malan, er vildi
leita ad innri liteedum vidangsatnanna frekar en ad likja efir Ot bairra,

Fyrsiu syningu sina heldur Porvaldur | Barunni | febriar 4rd 1928 og vakii Morgunbladid
savstaka athygli & henni. Velgengni syningar hins kormunga myndlistarmanns vard til pess, ad
Alpingl veitli honum 500 krdna styrk pad &nid.

Namst 1a leidin Ul frekara ndms | Osld haustd 1928 og naul hann hér godra orba Jns
mmmmm.umwmmmwm
daga,
i i Oslds var bd sem oft einn hinn merkasti | norduraltu og hér hiaut Porvaldur ann
frakari pjdifun | strangri formskipan, | Osid komst hann | ndin kynni vid franska isthetd, begar
par var haldin mikil $yning 4 bléma lranskrar malarakstar beirra dra. Pad sannkmea® hann enn
frekar um. ad maherk vasi sjalistadt afl innan kstarinnar, er byl eigin IGgmAlum og skt styrk
sinn 1il peirra an skki bainna frisagnardegra atida.
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ad rhdum Axels Revolds hdd hann ndm | skdla Marcels Gromaire, bar sem hann var vidlobandi
i tvo vetur. Porvaldur heldur Svo til Kaupmannahafnars 6g er buseltur bar o drsing 1938, er
hann lekur aftur stelnuna bl Parisar, béd rygittur, o 18 laidin sinnig Suduer & boginn 4 Tacrmina



& Sikiley. Sama &nd heldur hann G il islands og heldur syningu & myndum, er hann nednic
dhiutreenar. Heldur til Parisar al lokinnl syningunni og hugdist setjast pars ad. En Motlega bar &
oftiv skall haimsstyqGidin & og Porvaldur komst vl illan leik heim bl [slands | gegnum sudur
Frakkiand of London.

Flesi stridadnin méaladi Porvaldur myndic hiutiegs eblis, par sem hann leggur dhaesiu 4 ad
upplita og prengja s inn | kjarmma efnivibar sins, Einiskennd Banna skipll hér mikiu mall dsami
burdargrind tedkningar, fomma og lita, irekar en hoginar eftifikingar. Paer voru | raun | heesta
méta huglaegar | samruna birtu, skugga og forma — oliu frekar en ad hir vaer & ferd almenn
sionreynsla, er hann hugbist midia Sbrum og fegra

Porvaidyr héll haussd 1943 syningu | Listamannaskélanum asamt Gunnlaugl Scheving, er
mikka athygh vakt medal kunndtiumanna og oft er vitnad 8 § resdu og riti, Hid hiutlesgra yiirgal
Porvaldur swo & naestu drum, fyrsi | miherkd, en pd teiknadi hann Bblulega heldbundid
vardandi Wrsingu | Njdlu og Grettiu | tigalu Hallddrs Laxness og Helgalells &nd 194546
A, sem mod listum fyigiast, vita, hwiliku fadraloki wmibyitingin | Est Porvaldar Skilasonar og
lélaga hans olli & drunum eftir s3rd, M jainvel B sanns vegar fera, &b deilur um Estic hali ekki
verid iiivigari né rigid heerra | annan tima hérendss & pessarl okd, AD sjalisdgbu er hir 41 vidy
memuqhﬁmmatmww rums | listum eflir margra ara
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babar heimstyrjaldimar | Evropu lysandl deemi. Evrdpa var ekki som og uppbygging hennar
krafdist | badum tivikum ferskra vibhorfa til ad leysa Or kedingi por og krafta til mjrar
uppbyggingar, Fyrr heimstyrididin ir ad visu nmsta fram hjd okiwr, pott Islendingar vissu vel
og dpredfaniega al henni, — en hin sida var e vid ienldtinn og Iréttic af hildadeicnum bdnest
daglega | fidimidiem. Pvi undu breylingamar maski um sumi harkalegi hér en viba annars
stadar, vagna pass ad hér var akki um endurtekningu al reeda svo sem & meginlandinu eftic
fyrri haimstyrididing, heldur nyjar og terskar staBreyndir, sem rumskudu duglega vid mbnnum.
Pl komu hésr fram harkalegn vidbrogd en vida annars siabar, bOl hvarveina vaed disilt,

= Allt fré pwi Bb Porvaldur sbbiadi wir | Ghivibundin form & pessum umbrotadknem, hitur kann
fyigl sannisringu sinni Gt § ysiu esar og hwergi hopad pratt hyrr motbyr og skilningslenysi,
Broytingamar 4 list hans hafa ad visu verid miklar en meira & ylirbordinu en | sjalfri
grundvallarhugsuninni, pvi ab dvalt enu bad rymid og birtan, sem eru gegnumgangandi atridi i
myndum hans &sami form- of Mraanni hugsun. Og svo helur padl verd hja allum gddum
mdlurum, hvort sem peir vinna hiutbundid eda dhiutbundsd. Pad sem mali skiptic e« hin nnsi og
broskabda upplifun, og slikar eigindir verda aldrei Ureltar, heldur dvall varaniegur og Serskur

Sannigikour,
Bragi Asgeirsson.
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Follgwing the founding of the Painler's Sociely last year, the idea soon arose of having the
axfubifnit calaiogues as resplendent as possible, including it sach ediion a briel preseniation
of the members of the Sociefy, Although time was loo shorf las! year, we are now launching
the project by infroducing the Mestor of our Sociely, Thorvialdur Skitason, logeiher with & brig!
note on the other members. There is a first time for everything, and we hope thal in future
yoars we will be able fo fealure presenfations of other artists in each Calaiogue.

The plan is Io relain the same formal in e Calaiogue every year, and thus produce &
cohevent survey of the Sociely’s exhibiions and development over the years.

THORVALDUR SKULASON was bom at Bordeyri in Hratafiordur on the 301h April 1806, Mis
parents were Elin Theoddrsddétir and Skl Jonsson from Audditsstadi in Langidalur. When
he was five the lamily moved to Bldnduts where his father became manager of the local
Cooperative Society. Here Thorvaldur lived his lormative years untl he was flteen. Artistic
laanings ware evident in Thorvaldur's family and envircnmant; his grandiather on his mother's
side was known for his drawing abilies at school, and his parent’s attitude lowards the arts
wis open and favourable, there wers an books in the home and mussc was oflen played.
Several of the more infuential citizens of BIGNduts owned Icelandic and loneign works of ar,
especially by Asgrimur Jonsson. At the age of fifteen Thorvaldur became cabin boy on the old
5. 8. Gulioss, and on shora leave in Edinburgh and Copenhagen his main delight was visiting
thas exhibition hals. Thdrarinn B. Thordksson wias his ficst instrucior, and |ater he cama under
the guidance of Asgrimur Jonsson who assigned him various tasks, following their progress
and comrecting them. But the arfist who was 1o inflsence Thorealdur more than mos! athers
wmed oul 1o be Jon Stefansson, from whose wise guidance he benefited greatly. Jon
Stetinsson woke in Thorvaldur his fesling for strength of form and structure and the
importance of a logical framework, bul Asgrimur's colouriul paintings and Thérarinn B,
Thorlaksson's guilless sincarity also combined to mdluance him. Thorvaldur made giant sirides
in his earty years of study and was only just over twenty when he first exhibited in the spring
axhibition of the Socikety of An Lovers in 1927, Amongst the press reviews on this occasion the
newspapers Albydubladid and Morgunbladid accorded him glowing tribute. It was clear from
the beginning thal this was a painter who was concernad mons with the innar pulse ol his
subjeci-matier than is outward appearence.

His first soio exhibition was in Baran in Reykjavik in February, 1928, and Morgunbladia gave it
special nolice. The success of this young painters firs! exhibition was such thal Pasiamsni
awarded him a stpend of 500 krdowr for thal year,

Alded by the recommendation of Jon Stefansson he went to Osio in the autumn of 1928 1o
study under Professor Axel Revold. Axel Revold and Jdn had been together of old as pupils of
The Academy of Art in Oslo was then as laler one of the most remarkable institutions in
Eumﬂﬂuhmﬁrﬂﬂhﬂhﬂwmmmmmmﬂmhmm
cama into contact with French tradition whan a large exhibition of the best of cortemparary
French paintings was held there. He bacame evwen more convinced thal each painting was an
independent éntity within the genre, subject 1o its own laws and drawing its strength from them
rather than from it represantational elements,

The exhibition fired Thorvaldur with eagemeass 10 go to Paris and study there, and following
A Rewold's advice he enrolled in Marcel Gromaine's school, which bacame the focus of his
Studiers for the next two years. After this Thorvaldur returned fo Copenhagen and lived there

12



13



il 1938, whsh he returned, rewly marred, 1o Parts, and thenca souwth to Tassmine in Skcily.
The same yaar he vished kcaland and held an exhibition of pictures here which he called
abstractions. AMer the adhibition he relumed o Pans. inlendeng o sl thero, but 1he
oulbraak of war shorly aftensards forced him b0 make a namow escape through the South of
France and he retumed home 1o lceland via Lomdon,

Most of Thorvaldur's paintings during the war yoars ané representafional, and in them ha
seoks 10 expenence and enter inlo the very being of his subject-matier. The texture of the
colours ts of greal imporance here, as is the structune of the picture in lorm and colour, rather
than puere representation. These pictures are in fact highly subjective in thair synthesis of hghi
and shade, rather than beauliful visual expinences offersd by the pander o his pubbic.
n the autumn of 1943 Thorvaldur opened an exhibibon with Gunnlaugur Schaving in
Listamannaskal in Reyikjavik, which caused a greal deal of inenast amongst the cognoscentl
and has been the subyect of much comment ever since. Thorvaldur abandoned represantatio-
nal art duning the lollowing years, first in painBing, although his ilustrations o Hallddr
Laxngss’s ediions of the Sagas ol Njdll og Greflir, published by Helgabell in 1945-6,
demonsirale a fairy radiional reatment of kight and shade.

As everyone who is inlerestad in the subject knows, the artishic revolufion pioneerad by
Thorvaldur Skilason and his collsagues in the years loliowing the Second Workd War causad
@ remandous comMmotion. Withoul exaggeralsin it can be said that al no other me in loatand
during this century has anistic conbroversy risan 0 such passknate and vahamen heights,
sparked off by the September Exhibitions and the new currents in art which had now reached
lcatand afer many years ol isolation, Wars dhways herald greal and rapsd chandgis in man's
wiys of e and thought, as both the Word Wars in Europa have shown. The face of Europe
had changed deastically, and entirely new approaches were necessary 10 release the
necasaany power and resolution for the task of restoration. Tha First Warld War passed us by
o a karge axtent, although by no means unnoticed or unelt, but the Second Workd War
knocked @t our wery doors and presenied Msell to us daily twough the media. Some of the
ensuing changes were thus mone viclent here than elsewhere in Europe, which hed akready
suffered the axperence of the First World War. lcelanders ware prasanted with a new and
starfing vision which came a5 a massive joll o tham. This is parhaps why & raiher mons viodin
racHon in the aristic fisld was eliciied here than alsewhers, although hare ware clashes
everywhaers.

Ever sinca Thonnakdur turned 1o abstract form during ihese years of upheaval, b has lollowsd
his conviclions o the uvimost and never hesitaled in the face of adversidy or lach ol
undersianding, There hawe of course bean dramalic changes in his work, bul they have
oosurmed rather on the surtace than in ihe undedying concepls, for space and light have
alvways bean essantial factors in his work, together with axpression of colour and form. This is
the case with all great painters, whathar abstiract of represantalional. Whal matters is the
mature nner oxpenence — all such slements oullive fashion, snd sland lorever as fresh and

lasting truths.
Bragi Asgeirsson,
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Agusi F. Petersan
Galarid islansk i losdancic Art Cenler, Veshwpdie 17, Reyiiavik
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