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bad er vel vid hafi ad Reykjavikurborg minnist arkitektsins Einars Sveinssonar med veglegri yfirlits-
syningu. Nykominn tr nami rédst Einar til starfa hja Reykjavikurbeae og par var hans starfs-
vettvangur i narfallt 40 ar. Hann var hiusameistari Reykjavikur & drunum 1934 til 1973 og hafdi
sem slikur mikil dhrif 4 skipulags- og byggingarmal baejarins. Fair einstaklingar hafa att steerri
patt | métun Reykjavikur. Med hisum sinum og hugmyndum hefur hann sett svip & bainn og
listraen sérkenni varka hans eru | huga margra ordin samgréinn hiuti af asynd Reykjavikur. Pratt
fyrir mikilsvert framlag sitt til byggingar- og skipulagsmala | hofudborginni naut Einar Sveinsson
sjaldnast sannmazlis fyrir verk sin i lifanda lifi. Ekki sist vegna pess ber ad fagna pvi teekifeeri sem
hér gefst til ad skoda og meta avistarf hans [ nyju ljosi.

The City of Reykjavik considers it a highly appropriate gesture to commemorate the work of
architect Einar Sveinsson with a retrospective exhibition. Immediately upon graduating, Einar
Svainsson embarked on what would be a career spanning almost forty years of work for the city.
As municipal architect from 1934 to 1973 he exerted a major influence on planning and building
in Reykjavik. Few other individuals have made a greater contribution to shaping leeland'’s capital.
His buildings and ideas are a distinctive feature of the city and to many people they are inextri-
cably linked with its character today. Despite his major contribution to architecture and planning
in Reykjavik, Einar Sveinsson's works ware not always granted the recognition they deserved
during his lifetime. For this and other reasons, we welcome the present opportunity to axamine
and appreciate his life's work in a naw light.

Farmadur menningarmalanefndar Reykjavikurborgar [ Chair, Cultural Committee of the City of
Reykjavik:

| minningu Stellu Raykdal
sam lést pann 27. mars sl.

In memory of Stella Reykdal,
d. March 27, 1986

Undirbaningur og fiarmégnun syningarinnar um Einar Sveinsson er samvinnuverkefni bygginga-
deildar Borgarverkfradings og byggingarlistardeildar Listasafns Reykjavikur [ Exhibition jointly
prepared and sponsored by the Building Department of the Reykjavik City Engineer’s Office and
the Architectural Department of the Reykjavik Municipal Art Museum, Kjarvalsstadir.

Syningarstjérn, rannsdknir og textagerd [ Curatorship, research and text: Pétur H. Armannsson



Bodberi nyrrar byggingarstefnu
1932-1936

Einar Sveinsson vard fyrstur islenskra arkitekta til ad sakja menntun til
Pyskalands. Strax eftir lokaprof frd teeknihaskolanum | Darmstadt, sidla drs
1932, fluttist hann til Reykjavikur og héf rekstur eigin teiknistofu. Fljgtlaga
haf hann samvinnu vid Sigmund Halldérsson hisameistara, sem sidar vard
byggingarfulltrii Reykjavikur. Ar® 1934 var Einar Sveinsson radinn hisa-
meistari Reykjavikur, en peir Sigmundur attu afram samstarf um einstok
verkefni fram til drsins 1936,

Um pad leyti er Einar Sveinsson kom heim fré nami var vaxandi ahugi
medal [slendinga & verklegum framkveemdum og tesknilegum umbdtum, |
byggingarlist hafdi tilkoma jarnbentrar steinsteypu [ upphafi aldarinnar
skapad ny skilyrdi til varanlegrar hisagerdar Or innlendum efnum. Péattaskil
urdu um 1930, er ahrifa funksjonalismans for ad gata. Einkenni stefnunnar
téku bratt ad setja svip sinn @ almenna husagerd. Arid 1933 hofu staef |
Reykjavik tveir ungir arkitektar, Gunnlaugur Hallddrsson og Einar Sveins-
son, sem urdu helstu bodberar hinnar nyju byggingarstefnu. Inntak hennar
skilgreindi Einar svo | bladagrein arid 1943: Hér er ekki um neina stad- eda
timabundna stefnu ad raeda, heldur stefnu, sem hefur tekid visindin i bjénustu
sing og tekur allar adstaedur til graina. Vidleitni hennar er ad leysa verkefnin 4
rdkréttan hatt, | fullu samraemi vid tilgang og notagildf bess mannvirkis, sem
um er ad reeda og lata byggingartasknina og efnid birtast { hinu ytra sem innra
formi, d ldtlausan en bd listranan hat!

| vidtali vid Morgunbladid &rid 1935 lysti Einar Svainsson skodunum sinum
& ymsu pvi sem einkenndi byggingarhatti islendinga. bar gagnryndi hann
m.a. pa hugmynd ad endurvekja stil gomlu sveitabasjanna i bérujérni og
steinsteypu og taldi allar tilraunir i pa att hafa "misheppnast mjég”. Hid
sama taldi hann eiga vid um hinn "svonefnda studlabergsstil”, par sem pyd-
ingarlaust vaeri ad tala um stil | byggingarlistinni, “nema ad hann sé i adlilegu
samrami vid byggingarefnid sem er lagt honum til grundvallar,” 2

Eitt fyrsta hosid sem Einar teiknadi ad loknu nami var Freyjugata 43
(1933]. Ber pad &ll einkenni funkisstefnunnar, jafnt | ytra atliti sem innri til-
hogun. Sama dr gerdi Einar m.a. uppdraetti af ibudarhdsunum Barugdtu 3,
Kleppsmyrarbletti XIl {nu Langholtsvegi 145) og Berghdrugdtu 55-57. Auk
pess teiknadi hann varkstaedis- og geymsluhis hi. Streatisvagna Reykjavikur
vid Snorrabraut. Af verkum sem Einar og Sigmundur unnu ad saman ber
halst ad geta iprattahuss Jons Porsteinssonar vid Lindargdtu 7, sem tekid var
i notkun &rid 1935. 3 Um likt leyti hlaut tillaga peirra 2. verdlaun | samkeppni
um [badarhis Byggingarsamvinnufélagsins Félagsgards og risu nokkur his
aftir paim telkningum. Af ibudarhisum sem peir teiknudu ma nefna hosin vid
Hivallagotu nr. 3, 7, 9 og 13, teiknud & drunum 1934-36. Einkennandi fyrir
fyrstu vaerk Einars Sveinssonar eru einfold, teningslaga husform, vandadar
teknilegar dGtferslur og nam tilfinning hofundar fyrir staerdarhlutfollum,
samstillingu og nidurrddun gluggaocpa & veggfleti. Daemi um petta aru hisin
Barugata 3 og Lindargata 7, par sem gluggaskipanin skapar ahugavert jafn-
veegissamspil laréttra og lodréttra lina 4 annars hreinskarnum veggfieti. Mad
verkum sinum & 4. dratugnum &tti Einar Sveinsson patt | métun nys bygg-
ingarlags er folst [ adhmfingu funkisstefnunnar ad islenskum adstedum. Sér-
kenni pess voru m.a. notkun fslenskra steintegunda til utanhGdunar steyptra
vegaja, lagreist valmapdék | stad flatra paka og steyptar pakrennur, His med
passu snidi settu sterkan svip & ny hverfi beejarins allt fram & 6. Aratuginn.
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Einar Sveinsson. Skipulag midbajarins,
Margunbladid, 22. jalil 1943
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Ur daglega lfinu. Einar Sveinsson arki
tekt segir frd byggingariist og bygging-
um Islendinga & sidustu timum | sarmtall
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Gudjan Fritirksson. Saga Roykpavikur
TH70-1940, Sibaei hiutl, bla, 153, ibunn,
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Freyjugata 43, ibldarhds Sigurbar Johannssonar ( residance, 1333

Einar Svaingson
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Snorrabraut 56, his hf. Streetisvagna Reykjavikur [ bus depot, 1833
Einar Svainsson
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Lindargata 7, (prottahis Jons Porsteinssonar [ private sport centre, 1835
Einar Sveinsson, Sigmundur Hallddrsson
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Hisameistari Reykjavikur - opinberar byggingar
1934-1945

Arid 1934 sampykkti baejarrad Reykjavikur ad rada Einar Sveinsson arkitekt til
pess ad vinna ad skipulagi og 68rum hasameistarastorfum fyrir baeinn. Starf-
it falst | pvi ad gera uppdraetti af byggingum a vegum basjarins og hafa um-
sjdn med smidi peirra. Einar Sveinsson gegndi st6du hisameistara Reykjavik-
ur | teap 40 &r, allt til pess er hann lést arid 1973. Honnun opinberra bygg-
inga & vegum Reykjavikurborgar var umfangsmesti patturinn i lifastarfi Ein-
ars enda er hann kunnastur fyrir verk sin 8 bvi svidi.

Fyrsta byggingin sem Einari Sveinsson teiknadi sem hdsameistari basj-
aring var barnaskdlahis vid Reykjaveg | Laugardal. Skolanum var setlad ad
pjona dreifdum byggdasvaedum austan hins eiginlega péttbylis, auk pess sem
par var gert rad fyrir heimavist fyrir veiklud bérn. Einar Sveinsson hofst
handa vid teikningu hassing | junimanudi 1934. Skolahusid, sem var fullbyggt
arid 1935, myndar ni hluta austurdlmu Laugarnesskéla.l!  Arid 1942 vann
Einar Sveinsson tilldgu ad steekkun pess | samvinnu vid ﬁgL’lst Palsson arki-
tekt, sem var starfsmadur hans a drunum 1941-45. Byrjad var ad kenna | bygg-
ingunni haustid 1944. Seinni dfangi Laugarnesskdla var fyrsta skdlahis
sinnar gardar hér & landi, par sem kennslustofum var skipad a prja vegu um-
hvarfis samkomusal | midju er nadi upp | gegnum allar aBalhaedir hussing. Ad-
koma ad kannslustofum liggur um stiga og svalir, sem opnast inn | Midrymisd,
Eitt sérkenni hissins er ad adalhluti pess er ekki rétthyrndur eins og @&tla ma
vid fyrstu syn heldur mjokkar hann litid eitt til sudurs. Légun hissins endur-
speglast | salnum i midju sem virdist fyrir vikid grynnri en hann | raun er peg-
ar inn er komid. Fa hlidsteed deemi eru um notkun flarviddarahrifa vid motun
rymis | islenskum byggingum. Mjog var til skalahdssins vandad ad ollu leyti
og sérstok alod 16gd | innvidi pess. Husgagnaarkitektarnir Skarphédinn Jo-
hannsson og Gunnar Thedddrsson teiknudu hisgdgn og Innréttingar og As-
mundur Sveinsson myndhéggvari mdtadi jarnmyndir | handrid og styttur efst
i stigagéngum. Pa maladi Johann Briem listmalari rdd mynda er pryda vegai
midsalar.

Annad meginverk Einars Svainssonar fra fyrstu drum hans i starfi hisa-
maistara basjarins var Melaskdlinn, Uppdrattir og likan af skélahdsinu voru
kynnt blaBamdnnum snemma ars 1944.2) Byggingin var tekin { notkun
haustid 1946, pott frégangi hennar veeri ekki lokid. Adaldlma hissins er 4
premur heedum og er efsta hadin inndregin ad hiuta til, par sem eru svalir i
beinum tengsium vid kennslustofur, Hringlaga Gtbygging er 4 skélanum ad
austanverdu er hysir inngang og fatageymsiu skdlabarna & nedri hed og
kennarastofu & efri heed. Melaskdlinn var fyrsta byggingin sem reis vid Mela-
torg og er sveigjan | adaldlmu hussins bein afleiding af hringlaga uppbygg-
ingu skipulagsins umhverfis torgid. Fullbdinn var Melaskalinn talinn ein
veglegasta bygging sem reist hafdi verid 4 vegum baejarins. Fyrir tima Hoféa
og radhuss var skolinn eins konar “andlit® Reykjavikur, par voru haldnar
maottokur & vegurmn borgarstjornar, m.a. fyrir pjodhafdingja Nordurlandanna.

Y¥msir urdu til pess & sinum tima ad gagnryna bajaryfirvold fyrir brudl og
ohdflegan iburd vid byggingu Laugarnesskdla og Melaskala. Pad er til marks
um hve vel var vandad til pessara hisa ad golfefni og veggfletir inmanhuss
hafa stadist dlag hélfrar aldar notkunar dn verulegs vidhalds, svo vart sér &
nokkrum hlut. Pad aukafé, sem i upphafi var lagt | vandadan fragang, hafur
fyrir Iongu skilad sér i litlum vidhaldskostnadi. Meira mali skiptir pd pad gildi
sem listreent umhwverfid hefur haft fyrir uppeldis- og skolastarfid innan vegg-
ja bessa stofnana i pa aratugi sem pser hafa starfad.
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Laugamesskali {1934-5). 1, sfangi /
1 st phase. Ljdsmynd | photo:
Sigurbur Gudmundsson,
Laugarnesskdli.

1
Laugarnesakali 50 dra, 1935-1885 (nimaslis-
ritl. Roykjavik, 15848,

]
Skildinganesskdll & Melunum. Morgun-
biadib, 25, fob, 1944,



Laugarnesskdll [ elementary school, 1934-1945
Einar Svainsson, Agdst Pélsson
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Melaskdli / slamentary school, 1944-1846
Einar Sveinssan, Agust Palsson
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Laugarnesskdll, midrymi / contral hall
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Umsjén med skipulagsmalum Reykjavikur
1934-1949

Mikilveagur pattur | starfi Einars Sveinssonar sem husameistara bajaring
var vinna hans ad skipulagsmalum Reykjavikur. Hann hafdi umsjdn med pbeim
malaflakki fra 1934 og allt til pess ad stofnud var sérstok skipulagsdeild baej-
arins 4rid 1949. Asamt Valgeiri Bitirnssyni bajarverkfradingi skipulagdi hann
fyrstu ibadarhverfin sem byggdust upp utan Hringbrautar, Norurmyri og
Melahverfi. [ framhaldi gerdi hann skipulagsuppdratti af 63rum svaedum auk
margra tillagna, sem ekki urbu ad veruleika.

Snemma a fjorda dratugnum var ordid brynt ad skipuleggja beejarlandid
utan Hringbrautar. | fyrsta skipulagi Reykjavikur fra 1927 var gengid at fra ad
byggdin myndi haldast innan Hringbrautar naestu dratugina an [ reynd vard
voxtur baejarins hradari en nokkurn hafdi grunad. Fremur en ad halda sam-
keppni eda kalla til erlendan sérfrading dkvad Jon Porldksson borgarstjori ad
rada Einar Sveinsson arkitekt til bess ad vinna ad framtidarskipulagi baejarins.
| ndmi sinu i Darmstadt hafdi Einar Sveinsson lagt sérstaka stund a skipu-
lagsfreedi og mun pad hafa radid miklu um rédningu hans til beejarins.!! Fyrsta
vidfangsefni Einars og Valgeirs var framtidarskipulag Reykjavikur utan Hring-
brautar. Verkefnid félst | pvi ad dkvarda legu helstu gatna & dhyggdum svaed-
um inn ad Ellidadm og skilgreina adkomuleidir | bazinn Or dllum dttum.2l Um
likt leyti (1934-1936) gerdu peir tillogur ad skipulagi (badarbyggdar | Nordur-
myri. Meginatridi | pvi skipulagi var afstada hisa og loda gagnvart sdl, og var
breidd {dypt) hisa og stefna gatna Akvardud med hlidsjdn af pvl. Gert var rad
fyrir @inlyftum parhdsum med kjallara og hau risi & hluta svaedisins en bygg-
ingarnafnd heimiladi fravik pannig ad heill haed med lagu valmapaki kom | stad
rishmdar. Eitt hus reis po | mynd hins upphaflega skipulags, Karlagata 14-
16, og stendur pad enn dbreytt. A drunum 1936-40 unnu Einar og Valgeir ad
moétun byggdar | Melahverfi. Par var [ fyrsta sinn gert rad fyrir stakstazdum,
fidgurra hada blokkum & opnu svaedi | jadri byggdarinnar. Annad nyméeli var
geislaskipulagid, hugmyndin um hringlaga torg i midju hverfis med gétum Gt
frd i allar attir, sem & sér fyrirmynd i pyskum borgum,

A styrjaldardrunum gerdi Einar Sveinsson skipulagsuppdreetti af
nokkrum hodarsvasdum | austurhluta Reykjavikur. Ma par nefna hverfi
varkamannabistada & Raudararholti og smahdsabyggd | Tanum og Klepps-
holti, Arid 1944 var bor Sandholt arkitekt radinn til Hisameistara Reykjavik-
urbasjar til pess ad vinna ad skipulagsmalum. Starfadi hann par undir stjorn
Einars uns hann var radinn fyrsti forstdumadur skipulagsdeildar beajarins arid
1949, A pvi timabili urdu m.a. til uppdraettic af HilBahverfi vestan Lénguhlid-
ar, Skjolunum, Vogunum og Teigahverfi 3! Auk pess ad mdta nyja byggd setti
Einar Sveinsson fram hugmyndir um endurskipulag { eldri hverfum bazjar-
ins innan Hringbrautar. Ber par hast stdrbrotnar tillégur hans um framtidar-
skipulag midbajarins fra drinu 1943. Greinargerd um midbeejarskipulagid birt-
ist i Morgunbladinu i juli 19434 Par birtast gloggt bau tvd sjénarmib, sem
kalla ma einkennandi fyrir vidhorf Einars Sveinssonar til skipulags. Annars
vegar er hugmyndin um skipulag sem fagurfreedilega motun rymis, sem a
raetur | evrdpskri borgarhefd lidinna alda. Hins vegar er logd ahersla 8 edlis-
mun eldri og yngri hisagerdar, par sem ny byggingartakni og krafan um sél
og birtu | 6llum vistarverum kallar & sundurlausa bygg®. | skipulagsdrlausn-
um Einars ma greina stéduga vidleitni til ad samrama pessi dlike vidhor,
rémantiska skipulagssyn 19, aldar med afmdrkudum torgum og braidgotum,
og manngildishugsjon funksjdnalismans, par sem réttur alls almennings til
bjartra og heilsusamlegra hibyla var settur i Gndvegi vid matun byggdar,

Haildarskipulag Reykjavikur (1936) /
development plan for Reykjavik

Laugavegur og byggdin | Tanunum
I new rasidential districts in the

eastorn part of Reykjavik,
Lidsmyndari dpekktur [ photo-
graphar unknown. Arbmjarsafn

n

Gubjdn Frideiksaon. Sags Reykjavikur 1870-

1040, Sitac hiuti, bla. 30911, lGunn, 1934

i
Tilldgur um framiidarskipulag Reyvkjavikur.
Morgunblabia, 18. dgast 1538,

3
Finnur Kristinsson, Drig ad skipulagssdgu
Reykjavikurborgar. Obirt hendrit,

4]
Einar Sveinsson. Skipulag midbasjarins.
Morgunbladid, 22, juli 1943,



Maorburmyri, skipulag Ibadarhvarfis | residential district, 1934-36
Einar Sveinsson, Valgeir BjGrnsson
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Melahverfi, skipulag ibadarhverfis / residential district, 1936-40

Einar Sveinsson, Valgeir Bjgrnsson




Framtidarskipulag midbajarins, tillaga | redevalopment plan for Reykjavik city centre, 1943
Einar Sveinason, Valgeir Bjdrneson




Fyrirkomulag sérstaedra ibddarhusa
1935-19b5

Einar Sveinsson arkitekt atti med verkum sinum og hugmyndafraadi drjdgan
patt { mdtun peirrar husagerdar sem rikjandi vard | nyjum ibadarhverfum
Reykjavikur utan Hringbrautar & drunum milli 1935 og 1980. Einkennandi
fyrir ibadir pessa timabils var hugmyndin um nidurrddun herbargja mad tillit
fil solargangs, sem Einar Sveinsson fjalladi um i grein { ritinu Hisakostur og
hibylaprydi, er Ot kom 4rid 1939. Ritgerd Einars er merk heimild um peaer
brayttu dharslur | hisagerd sem hann og adrir arkitektar funksjonalismans
komu fram med, par sem krafan um innra hagredi og notagildi var 16gd til
grundvallar | formreenni matun: Eitt af mikilsverdustu atridum vid fyrickomu-
lag hverrar ibidar er bad, ad herbergjaskipun hennar sé rétt gagnvart sol. Fréd
heilsufraedilegu sjdnarmidi purfa helst 6ll ibudarherbergi ad njdta sdlar minnst
1-2 tima 4 dag. Akjosanlegast er, a0 solartimi hvers herbergis falll saman wid
bann tima, sem herbergid er adallega notad, og bvi er eftirfarandi herbergja-
skipun axskileg: Svefnherbergi og barnaherbergi hafi glugga moti austri eda
sudr, bordstofan gegn sudr og einnig gegn austri, af pvi verdur vid komid.
Dagstofan hafi glugga gean sudri og vestri, til pess ad fd eftirmiddags- og
kvoldsolina. Oft er, t.d. med dtbyggingu, einnig hagt ad fa austurglugga 4
dagstofuna, og er bad mjog askilegt. { staerri ibudum er oft um bridju stofuna
ad reda, og liggur hin best gegn vestri. Eldhis og badherbergi gegn nordri
ada nordaustri. Inngangur og stigahts eru oftast gegn nordri eda vestri, og er
bad dalitid had afstddu hussins gagnvart gitu, en bd ber ad geeta pess, ad inn-
gangur sé ekki gegn verstu rigningarattinni 1)

Ef bornar eru saman grunnmyndir ibddarhdsa Einars fré dlikum timabil-
um starfs@vi hans kemur i 1jos ad innra skipulag husanna er | flestum tilvik-
um motad af peim meginreglum, sem Iyst er | ofangreindri tilvitnun, | ytra
utliti hisa hans ma snemma greina akvedin hofundareinkenni, sem attu m.a.
reetur | ahuga Einars a steerdireedi. Dami um pad er dalati hans 4 skdsettum,
sveighum og hringlaga formum. | fyrstu voru pessi sérkenni bundin vid af-
mirkud Gtlitsatridi, svo sem svalir, gluggaop, dyraskyggni, atitroppur og
stayptar burdarsdlur. A eftirstridsarunum urdu hin persénubundu hifundar-
ginkenni sterkari pattur | heildarmdtun alls hdssins, eins og sja ma | innra
skipulagi husanna vid fgisidu 92 og Sigluvog 5.

Aukin valmegun | kjolfar stridsins leiddi til bess ad ibadir almennt staskk-
ufu a8 grunnfleti, hisin breikkudu og gangar | midju (bddar urdu ad breidu her-
bergi (holi), Vid petta hvarf s4 latlausi pokki sem einkennt hafdi byggingar-
lag kreppudranna. Ein afleiding aukinnar husdyptar var ad bok haakkudu og
urdu margbrotin i formi. Smaradugluggar urdu vinsaalir 4 ny sem og ymis
konar ytra skraut. Merkja ma einkenni pessarar prounar [ nokkrum hdasum
sem Einar Sveinsson teiknadi 4 timabilinu 1945 til 1949, t.d. Vidimel 27-29.

Innflutningshaft og efnahagsvandi settu mark sitt & reykviska hisagerd
snemma 4 6. dratugnum. Jafnframt barust ahrif nyrra erlendra strauma, par
sem 4 ny var I6gd dhersla 4 einfaldleika og hreinstefnu | arkitektar. Um likt
leyti 1k dsynd nyrra ibGdarhvearfa ad breytast. islenska marhidunin hvarf og
valmapokin viku fyrir einhalla bokum. A drunum 1950 til 1955 gerdi Einar
Svainsson tilraunir med chefdbundnar pakgerdir & nokkrum ibadarhasum,
m.a. Hauhlid 20 og Fornhaga 24. Eitt merkasta verk hans fra pessu timabili
er husid Kvisthagi 12, bar sem litt Aberandi paklausn myndar edlilegt mot-
viegl vith margbrotid heildarform,

Hivallagata 1 (1839}, grunnmynd | plan
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Mglaida G2 (1949), grunnmynd | plan

Slgluvogur 5 {1862), grunnmynd | plan

11
Einar Sveinason, Fyrirkomulag og geard

sdrmmdra (bodarivisas | kaupsddum. Hina-

kgstur og hibylapridi. Ml op Manning,
1839,



Suburgata 37, inddarhis | residence, 1939
Einar Sveinsson
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Vidimelur 27-29, (babdarhis | residence, 1945
Einar Sveinsson
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Kvisthagi 12, Ibudarhus / residence
Einar Svainsson
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ibadarhus Reykjavikurbajar
1942-1949

Sem skipulagshafundur og arkitekt var Einar Sveinsson brautrydjandi i
honnun fiolbylishisa med natimasnidi. Hann var hdfundur ad ibudarhdsum
Reykjavikurbasjar vid Hringbraut, Skilagdtu og Longuhlid, en med peim var
farid inn & nyjar brautir | Grlausn hisnadismala, baedi hvad vardar ytra skipu-
lag og innri tilhégun bygginga.

Snemma a styrjaldardrunum vard mikill skortur & ibidarhisnzedi | Reykja-
vik. Orsakir hans ma rekja til samdrattar | hdsbyggingum sem bar ad & sama
tima og straumur adkomufdlks |a | bainn.!! Veturinn 1941-42 voru byggdar &
vegum Reykjavikurbajar 104 ibadir | bradabirgdahisum Or timbri vid Hafdatin
(Hofdaborgin)., Hasin attu einungis ad standa | stuttan tima en kostnadur vid
byggingu pelrra reyndist vera um 60% af verdi varanlegra byaginga. | ljdsi
pess var talid henta betur ad leysa ibidarvandann med byggingu starra fjol-
bylishisa med vandudum (budum.2!

Arid 1942 var Einari Svainssyni falid ad teikna tveer storar sambyggingar
med 48 ibodum vid Hringbraut 37-47. Husin voru hiuti af nyju skipulagi hans
af Melahverfi, bar sem radir stakstadra fiolbylishisa & opnu svaedi komu | stad
péttrar borgarbyggdar med samfelldum hisarédum medfram gotu. Med passu
matl skapadist aukid svigriam [ hverfinu 4n pess ad ibudum faekkadi, minni
kostnadur vard vid holreesalagnir og gatnagerd og allar ibddir nutu sdlar til
jafns. Vid mdtun hisanna tok Einar mid af nidurstédum nylegra rannsokna,
par sam synt var fram & ahrif hisdyptar & gaedi ibida.?! bvi midrra sem his-
W er, peim mun betur gatir solarljéss | vistarverum pess. | sambygaingun-
um vid Hringbraut er breidd hissins einungis 9.5 m og nj6ta &l herbergi
hverrar ibudar dagsbirtu og beinnar Gtloftunar um glugga & Gtvegg. Mjdg
wvar til hisanna vandad ad dllu leyti, til deemis voru loftplotur steyptar pykkri
en venja var til ad basta hijédeinangrun.® Medal nyjunga voru skdsett Gtskot
mead hornglugga & stofu hverrar badar og bogadregnar svalir med innbygg®ri
blémasyllu. Reykjavikurbaer seldi einstaklingum ibddirnar med dkvaedum um
forkaups- og forleigurétt.

| neesta dfanga risu 4 vegum baejarins 72 (budir i sambyggingu vid Skala-
@otu 64-30, Um var ad raeda ibudir til dtleigu og veitti rikissjédur lan Ot a fram-
kvaemdina & grundvelli laga um dtrymingu heilsuspillandi hisnaedis. Fram-
kveamdir hofust snemma ars 1945 og flutt var | fyrstu ibddirnar tepum
tveimur drum sidar. Pridja og sidasta fiolbylishasid sem Einar teiknadi fyrir
Reykjavikurbae reis [ Hlidahverfi, & horni Longuhlidar og Miklubrautar, Byrjad
var ab bygaoja snemma érs 1946 en miklar tafir urdu & verkinu, Verktdkum
reyndist erfitt ad dtvega jdnadarmenn, en mikill uppgangur var i byggingar-
vinnu eftir lok stridsins. P& barst neitun um rikislan & peirri forsendu ad baej-
arbyggingarnar vaeru dhafilega dyrar og vandadar i samanburdi vid hlidstad-
ar ibadir | verkamannabistédum.5!  Af pwvi tilefni ritadi Einar Swveinsson
greinaflokk | Morgunbladid | oktéber 1948, "Hisnadisvandamall®d og {bida-
byggingar Reykjavikurbaajar”, par sam hraktar eru med nakvaemum dtreikn-
ingum fullyrdingar um ohoflegan byggingarkostnad.®!  pé Einari teekist ad
feera fram gild fagleg rok urdu basjarbyggingarnar og Gthlutun fhada | beim
engu ad sidur ad politisku deilumali, med peim afleidingum ad bajaryfirvild
haattu vid ad byggia fleiri fidlbylishds, sem atlunin hafdi verid. | stadinn var
radist | byggingu 200 ibada i litlum, tvilyftum fidrbylishdsum | Bustadahverfi
aftir telkningu Sigmundar Halldérssonar, bar sem eigendum gafst kostur &
ad vinna sjélfir ad byggingunni.”!

Héfaborg (1941-42) | Temporary housing.

Ligamynd / Photo: Vignir. Arbesjarsafn.

1
Gunnar Thoroddsen. Hisnmaismdalin 1-IL
Morgunbladid 11. ndw,, 12, dos, 1945,

21
Einar Svainzson, Hisnabevandamalid oo
ibubdarbyppingar Reyijovikurbmjar. Morg
unbladid, 13, okt 1948,

ai
Siockholms Stads Smalhusutredning.
Sambvasmi vidiali vid Siokla H. Norddahi
orkitekt,

4}
Samicvaemt vidtali vid Einor B, Pilsson
varkfrmbing.

5
Timinn, 30. jdili 1948,

i}
Einar Svainsson. Hisnmdisvandamilit og

Isidarbyggingar Reykjavikurbemjar. Morg-

unblobib, 8.9, 10, og 13. okt 1848,

7
Gunnar Thoroddsen. Hisnmdismadin 1,
Maorgunbiadsd, 22 janlar 1950,



Hringhraut 37-47, fjélbylishis Reykjavikurbasjar / municipal housing, 1942-1944
Einar Sveinszon, Agost Palsson
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Skulagata 54-80, fijolbylishus Reykjavikurbeefar / municipal housing, 1944-1948
Einar Sveinsson, Agust Palssoan
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Langahlid 18-25, fiolbylishas Reykjavikurbaejar [ municipal housing, 1945-1348
Einar Sveinsson, Gunnar H. Dlafsson




ibidarhus byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara
1945-1962

A Arunum 1945-1962 vann Byggingarsamvinnufélag prentara merkilegt

brautrydjendastarf 4 svidi hiusnadismala, bar sem haest ber byggingu fyrsta -

ibudarhahysising hér & landi. Einar Sveinsson gerdi uppdrzetti af llum peim
Ibadarbyggingum sem félagid reisti, fjorum fiélbylishdsum og premur fjér-
bylishisum.

Prentarar hoféu fra upphafi verid 6drum stéttum framsynni | hagsmuna-
barattu sinni og urdu peir fyrstir til ad stofna byggingarfélag | nafni stéttarfa-
lags sins i aprilmanudi arid 1944, Frumbkvasdi peirra bygadist 4 pvi sjonarmidi
ad heimilid veeri undirstada ad tilveru og préun pjodfélagsins og bvi vari brynt
hagsmunamal vinnandi folks ad vinna bot & pvi hisnadisleysi og leiguokri
sem lengi hefdi vidgengist | Reykjavik. i fyrsta afanga byggingarasetiunar
sinnar hafu prentarar ad raisa prit samliggjandi his vid Hagame! 14-24 arid
1945. Hvert peirra var fjorbylishis, tvaer ibadir | hvorum anda med aukaher-
bergi i risi og fullkomnu, sameiginlegu pvottahlsi | kjallara. Lokid var vid
smidi peirra veturinn 1847-48.1)

| neesta éfanga byggdu prentarar tvd fjdlbylishis | vesturban Reykjavik-
ur. Fyrra hisid reis vid Neshaga 59 & drunum 1951-55 en hid sidara vid Hjard-
arhaga 54-58 & drunum 1954-57.2) Baedi hisin teiknadi Einar Sveinsson |
samvinnu vid Gunnar H. Olafsson arkitekt. Um var ad reeda stigagangsblokk-
ir, par sem innra skipulag iboda og gluggaskipan var | adalatridum ains | bad-
um tilvikum en dtfeersla pakheedar mismunandi. Sékum landhalla vard ann-
ar endi Hjardarhagahdssing med ibddum 4 fimm hadum, en stjorn byggingar-
félagsins var pvi annars matfallin ad reisa venjuleg ibadarhis harri en priar
haedir vegna erfidira stiga, Ekki sist vegna pess kom fram 56 hugmynd ad reisa
8-12 heeda fjolbylishis med lyftum, en ibodarhahysi voru pa mjdg ad rydja sér
til rams i flestum l6ndum Evrdpu.

Haustid 1955 fékk Byggingarfélag prentara Gthlutad 163 undir fjglbylishis
a horni Laugarnesvegar og Kleppsvegar. Stjorn félagsins softi um ad fa ad
hafa dlmuna med Kleppsveginum étta haadir i stad fijogurra, eins og gert hafdi
varid rad fyrir | skipulagi.® Sampykkt undanpégunnar vard til pass ad heimild
var vaitt fyrir byggingu ibudarhahysa 8 6drum stodum | borginni, m.a, |
Heimahverfi og efst 4 Laugarasnum. Framkveemdir vid “skyjakljuf” prentara
héfust ariéd 1956 og var hisid steypt upp & faum vikum sumarid 1957, Vb
byggingu pess var beitt nyrri taekni, svonefndum skridmotum, sem Iyft var
upp med vilarafli jafnddum og hisid var steypl. Fullbyggd var Laugarnes-
blokkin steersta (budarhis landsing med 59 (bodum. Priar lyftur varu [ adal-
almu hissing, ein | hverju stigahdsi. | kjallara var m.a. leik- og samkomusal-
ur fyrir ibta hussins.# Arid 1957 hofu prentarar undirblining ad byggingu 12
heeda hahysis vid Sdlheima med B0 (badum. Sdlheimahdhysid var annarrar
gerdar en Laugarnesblokkin, svonefnt “punkthis® med lyftu- og stigakjarna i
midju og ibudardlmum i brigr attir. Samkomusalur var 4 efstu had | sudur-
almu hassins, sem sidar var breytt | ibud.

A pwi timabili er Byggingarsamvinnufélag prentara starfadi péttu fhodir
pess bera af hvad vardadi innra skipulag, fragang, peegindi og verd. Fleiri nutu
gods af framtaki pess en prentarar einir pvi fra arinu 1946 var félagid opid oll-
um peim sem ahuga hafau, Miklar vinsaldir félagsins urdu hvati pess ad réd-
ist var i storteekari framkveamdir en atlunin var | upphafi. Ef marka ma um-
maeli formanns félagsins | Alpydubladinu arid 1957 var pad ekki hvad sist ad
bakks vandadri hénnun, samvinnulipurd og traustri teknibekkingu Einars
Sveinssonar arkitekts ad svo vel tokst til med byggingar & pess '.rﬂgum.E"

T

Hogamelur 14-24, dtlitsteikning /
slevation,

1
Gudbifn Gudmundason, Byggingarsam-
vinnuféleg prontara. Prentaring, apeil 1947,

2y
Gubdbiirn Gudmundsson. Byggingarsam-
winnufélag prentara 10 dra, Prentarinn,
dgust-sapt. 1954,

3
Gudbijirn Gudmundsson. Byggingarsam-
winnufdlag prontara. Prantarinn {afmmelis-
blad), 1957.

&)
Morgunblahia, 15, dgust 1556,

i
Guibplen Guarmisnduson | widtall vity Alinyhba-
bilabif, 25, sopt. 1957,
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Hagamelur 14-24, his Byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara [ Printers’ Union Co-oparative Housing, 1945-1948
Einar Sveinsson
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Kleppsvegur 2-6, his Byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara / Printers’ Unlon Co-operative Housing, 1956-1958
Einar Sveinsson
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Sdlheimar 23, hus Byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara /
Einar Sveinsson

Printers Union® Co-operative Housing, 1957-1982 (til vinstri & mynd)
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Opinberar byggingar - samstarf vid Gunnar H, Olafsson
1945-1955

| dgustmanudi drid 1945 var Gunnar H. Olafsson rédinn deildararkitekt &
teiknistofu Hosameistara Reykjavikurbajar. Um tiu dra skeid var hann einn
nénasti samstarfsmadur Einars Sveinssonar, allt til pess er hann var radinn
forstédumadur skipulagsdeildar bejarins 4rid 1955. A pessu timabill var
Gunnar meadhdfundur ad nokkrum af kunnustu byggingum Einars, p.a.m.
Langhaoltsskadla, Hellsuverndarstédinni og Borgarsjikrahusinu | Fossvogi.

Ein fyrsta bygging sem Einar og Gunnar unnu saman ad var litid his vid
Reykjavikurhdfn, & harni Tryggvagétu og fLgisgotu er var allt | senn: vigtar-
skyli, kaffistofa og bladsdluturn. Byggingin setur enn svip 8 umhverfi sitt, en
hiin hefur mjog 1418 4 sjé & sidustu drum. Turninn & austurhorninu stendur
enn en klatt hafur verid yfir glugga & hlidum hans og klukkan sem var efst
uppi er léngu horfin.

Arid 1948 hdfust Einar og Gunnar handa vid hénnun nys barnaskdla-
skolahtss | Kleppsholti. Fyrstu drog voru kynnt | mars 1948 og endanlegar
taikningar undirritadar tepu ari sidar. Byrjad var ad grafa fyrir byggingunni
arid 1949 en tafir urdu a framkveemdum, m.a. vegna erfidleika & dtvegun
bypgingarefnis, sem var had leyfi Fiarhagsrads. Lokid var vid smidi hussins
&iBla drs 1952. Mikil alad var logd | smidi Langholtsskdlans, likt og vid hina tvo
skdlana sem Einar hafdi teiknad. Voru pessi skdlahds talin hin véndudustu
sem raist hofdu verid hérlendis og fremri flestu pvi sem byggt var erlendis
um likt leyti.’ Medal nymeela voru breidir, samfelldir gluggar er nadu yfir alla
hiidy hverrar kennslustofu. Athygli vekja ymis sérkennileg Gtfersiuatridi, svo
sem dyraskyggni vid inngang og hringlaga dvedursskyli | tengsium vid Otileik-
sveadi.

Af staerri verkum Einars Svainssonar er Heilsuverndarstodin su bygging,
sam ad margra mati opinberar hofundareinkenni hans med hvad skyrustum
hatti. Ekkert af peim atridum er po til komid fyrir tilviljun, sem segir nokkud
um vinnubrogd hans. Pad sem virdist vera persdnuleg sérviska d sér yiirleitt
rikrétta skyringu { gefnum forsendum, Adkomubryr og Gtbyggingar & sGlum
eru edlileg lausn midad vid haedarafstddu I6dar gagnvart gbtu og krofur innra
skipulags. Margbraytileg gluggaskipan midast vid notkunarparfir hvers her-
bergis. Adaldlma hassins er eilitid mjérri | annan endann og kemur skekkjan
fram | midganginum, er virdist styttri fyrir vikid. Heilsuverndarstodin var teikn-
ud arid 1949 og voru undirstddur steyptar ari sidar. Tafir urbu & framkvaemd-
um par ed su krafa var sett fyrir veitingu fjarfestingarleyfis ad hiuti bygging-
arinnar yrdi takinn undir sjokradeildir. Sokum pess vard ad endurskipuleggja
efrl haadir hissing med pad | huga ad breyta maetti peim sidar til samraamis vid
upphaflegar forsendur.2!

Arid 1948 skipadi baejarstjarn Reykjavikur nefnd til ad undirbia byagingu
bajarsjikrahiss, Vann nefndin tillogur um staerd pess, gerd og stadarval og
i framhaldi var Einari Sveinssyni og Gunnari H. Olafssyni falid ad teikna bygg-
inguna. Uppdraettir voru lagdir fram snemma ars 1952 og midudust vid T-laga
abalbyggingu med lagri bakalmu. Bygging Borgarspitalans hofst arid 1954 og
voru tvaer af premur adaldlmum hissins steyptar upp 4 naestu sjo arum.
Starfsami hofst | hosinu arid 1966 en fyrsti sjuklingurinn var lagdur par inn |
desember 1967. Sjukrahisid var stersta verk Einars og drlausn bess tok
dritigan hluta af starfsavi hans. Er Einar lést var sett 4 fot teiknistofa undir
stjdrn Jéns Bjfrnssonar arkitekts er vann dfram ad honnun peirrar lmu sem
afullgerd var, auk vidhdtarbyggingar fyrir stoddeildir. Utlit hassins er | meg-
inatridum i samraemi vid upphaflegu tilliguna fra 1852, ef undan er skilinn
stoddeiidarhlutinn 3!

Skyli vid Reykiavikurhaln {1945) /
Sarvice building st Reykjavik Harbour

0
Morgunbiabid, 15, ndvermbsr 1952

2}
Samivammi friksbgn Gisla Teitssonor.

3
Frénabedl um heslbrigdisml, 2.1981.



Langholtsskdll | elementary school, 1. éfangi [ 1rst phase, 1948-1852
Einar Sveinsson, Gunnar H. Olafsson
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Hellzsuverndarstad Raykjavikur / municipal health centre, 1943-1955
Einar Sveinsson, Gunnar H. Olafsson
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Borgarspitalinn / municipal hospital, 1950-1973
Einar Sveinsson, Gunnar H. Olafsson
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Opinberar byggingar - breytt vidhorf [ arkitektar
1953-1973

A B. aratugnum komu fram nyjar aherslur i arkitektar Einars Sveinssonar
sem urdu einkennandi fyrir morg sidari verk hans. Ymis skipulags- og fra-
gangsatridi, sam sett hofdu svip sinn & fyrri byggingar Einars, viku 8 pessu
timabili fyrir dhrifum fré alpjodlegum modernisma eftirstridsaranna. Ny hof-
undareinkenni litu dagsins ljos, par sem athygli var beint ad moguleikum
jarnbentrar steinsteypu til nystarlegrar formskdpunar 0t fra burdareiginlaik-
um efnisins.

Aukin umsvif settu svip sinn & teiknistofu Husameistara bmjarins &
pessu timabili. Margir ungir arkitektar og hénnudir kamu par til starfa [ lengri
eda skermmri tima og nutu gdds af einstakri pekkingu og raynslu Einars & svidi
husbygginga. i peim hdpi voru m.a. Adalsteinn Richter, Gunnar H. Gud-
mundsson, Kjartan Sigurdsson, Kjartan Sveinsson, Sigurjon Sveinsson og
Yngvi Gestsson. Einari var bad kappsmal ad gefa starfsmonnum sinum teeki-
ferri til ad mata svip peirra bygginga er peir unnu ad, enda hafdi hann alla tid
pa reglu ad lata starfsmenn rita ndfn sin undir teikningar sem peir attu patt |
ad skapa. A B. og 7. aratugnum foru basjaryfirvald | vaxandi maali ad rdda sjélf-
sttt starfandi arkitekta til verkefna & vegumn bajarins. Arid 1961 var stofnud
sdrstok byggingadeild 4 vegum borgarverkfradings til annast eftirlit med ny-
byggingum & vegum Revykjavikurborgar, 68rum en peim er heyrdu undir
teiknistofu Husameistara, Tdk pessi deild sidar vid verkefnum embaattising er
bad var lagt nidur ad Einari Sveinssyni ldtnum. A pessum drum matti Einar oft
s@mta gagnryni fyrir verk sin. Sem arkitekt galt hann pess ad vera opinber
embattismadur an s stadreynd motadi vidhorf margra stéttarbreedra til verka
hans, Ymsum ur peim hépi béttu bygaingar Einars vera full romantiskar og
sérviskulagar til ad geta talist sannur nitimaarkitektdr, Af 6drum toga voru a-
sakanir um otilhlydilegan iburd og byggingarkostnad, sem oft voru a misskiln-
ingi bygagdar eda til komnar vegna vanpekkingar 8 byggingarmalum.

Af einstékum byggingum ma nefna hakkun og breytingu hussins ad
Skdlatuni 2 fyrir skrifstofur 8 vegum bejarins. Par var einnig nyr fundarsal-
ur bajarstjornar a efstu haed. Fra svipudum tima eru fyrstu tillégur ad nyrri
sundlaug i Laugardal. | dhorfendastiku laugarinnar, sem hénnud var & drun-
um 1960-63, eru moguleikar byggingarefnising nyttir til hins ytrasta til burd-
arteeknilegrar formskopunar, steinsteypt burdargrindin er héfudatridi i hug-
mynd og Gtfeersiu hissins. A svidi skolabygginga hofdu komid fram dskir um
einfaldari og ddyrari lausnir, sam reisa mastti | afongum. Breidagerdisskali
var fyrsti skdlinn sem madtadur var eftir pessari forsogn, en par er kennslu-
stofum komid fyrir | einlyftum hlidaréalmum Ot fra adalbygaingu. Hver skdla-
stofa nytur birtu ur tveimur dttum og hefur sjélfstedan inngang fra skola-
0.1 Hiidstaed lausn var notud vid fyrsta afsnga Vogaskdlans. | gagnfreeda-
deildum Vogaskdla og Laugalskjarskala var kennslustofum skipad a prja
vegu umhverfis midjuhol og storan glugga. Sérkenni pessarra bygginga eru
steypukrossarnir eda "krabbakl@rnar® | glugga midrymisins sem i reynd
gegna teknilegu hlutverki sem naudsynleg styrking glerflatarins gegn vind-
prystingl. Af é8rum opinberum byggingum & vegum baejarins ma nefna
Hafnarbudir vid Tryggvagotu, Slokkvistod vid Reykjanesbraut og nybygaingar
vistheimilis ad Arnarholti, Kjalarnesi. Einar vann fa verkefni a eigin vegum
eftir 1960, b6 ber ad geta vidbygaingar St. Josefsspitala & Landakoti, en frum-
drg hennar hafdi hann ddur mdtad med Gunnari H. Olafssyni. Seinustu bygg-
Ingu sina tefknadi Einar Sveinsson arid 1971, verslunar- og ibGdarhis vid Berg-
stadastraati 7 4 vegum fyrirteekisins Pfaff hf.

Sundlaugar | Laugardal, dhorfenda-
stika {1854-66) | spectators” stand
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Laugarimkjaskali {1955-04)

i1
Maorgunblodsd, 3. mars 1857
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Skalatin 2 , heekkun og vidbygging / addition 1o axisting building, 1954-1958
Einar Sveinsson, Kjartan Sveinsson

Innm!tmg burgars[mrn.‘!rsalnr ! eouncil chambar Interiar
Einar Sveinsson, Abalsteinn Richter, Gunnar H. Gudmundsson
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Breidagerdisskoli / elamoentary school, 1958-60
Einar Sveinsson, Kjartan Sveinsson
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Hafnarb(dir, verka- og sjomannahis [ workers’ cantean and hostel, 1958-1962
Einar Sveinsson, Abdalsteinn Richtar
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Madurinn ad baki verkunum
Aherslur og héfundareinkenni

Fair einstaklingar hata med verkum sinum og hugmyndum att jafn mikinn
batt i ad mdta asynd Reykjavikur sem arkitektinn Einar Sveinsson. Flestir
borgarbiar pekkja byggingar hans af eigin raun og tengja baer eigin minn-
ingum og reynslu. Margir hafa stigid sin fyrstu spor & namsbrautinnl | skal-
um hans, art bernskuslodir | hverfum sem hann skipulagdi og heimili sitt i
husum sem hann teiknadi. Verkin lifa gddu |ifi en fair kannast vid nafn héfund-
arins.

Menntun Einars skapadi honum sérstodu medal islenskra arkitekta og til
hennar ma rekja margar paer aherslur sem einkennandi eru fyrir verk hans.
Hann var fyrsti arkitektinn sem kom til starfa & Islandi eftir ad hafa lokid profi
i husagerdarlist ur pyskum tazknihdskdla, en fram til pess hofbu norraen dhrif
verid rikjandi [ islenskri hisagerd. Hann er fyrsti Islendingurinn sem hiaut hé-
skolamenntun | fagurfreedilegri motun borga | anda rétgréinnar, eveapskrar
skipulagshefdar. Enda pdtt Einar yrdi einn helsti bodberi og hugmyndafra:d-
ingur funksjonalismans i islenskri hisagerd var formraen hugsun hans alla tig
motud af logmalum klassiskrar byggingarlistar. P4 svo Bauhausstefnan hafi
snemma fest ratur | Pyskalandi gaetti ahrifa hennar litt | namskrd pyskra
tmknihdskdla um 1930. Pannig voru flest skolaverkefni Einars | klassiskum
anda og métud af pyskri byggingarhefd. | byggingum hans og skipulagsr-
laugnum ma pvi oft greina togstreitu hefdbundinna og framseekinna vidhorfa,
Annad megineinkenni Einars, sem einnig ma rekja til menntunar hans, var
kunnatta hans | teeknilegum efnum. Fullyrda ma ad hann hafi varid einn fjdl-
hafasti og gagnmenntadasti sérfraedingur & svidi byggingartaskni | stétt is-
lenskra arkitekta, Einar var dgeetur steerdfraedingur og atti ahuginn & peirri
grain raetur { nami hans vid staerdfraedideild Menntaskdlans | Reykjavik, sem a
beim tima var nystofnud og einungis fair séttu. Hann reiknadi sjalfur Gt burd-
arpol og jarnastyrkleik | mérgum hisa sinna og vann ndkvamar verklysing-
ar og kostnabaraastianir. Athugadi hann oft burdaritraikninga verkfredinga |
steerri verkefnum og gerdi athugasemdir, ef nidurstddum bar ekki saman,
Stardfradin nyttist Einari ekki adeins sem hjalpartacki | hagnytum vidfangs-
efnum heldur hafdi hin einnig bein dhrif & listskdpun hans. Sérpekking hans
a burdareiginlelkum steinsteypu gerdi honum kieift ad satja fram dhefdbundn-
ar lausnir sem adeins var a farra valdi ad dtfaera. Einar beitti reikningskunn-
attu sinni til ad syna fram a hagkveamni og raunh®&fi byggingarhugmynda
gem erfitt hefdi reynst ad réttlseta ut fra formraenum forsendum einum. Pakk-
ing hans & utfeerslum og efnisvali veldur miklu um ad byggingar hans hafa
stadist dlag vedurs og notkunar betur en énnur his. En bé Einar veeri snjall
tmknimadur beindist hdnnun hans @tid ad pvi ad sameina listren og taeknileg
sjonarmid. Hann var dhugamadur um listir og dtti frumkvaedi ad pvi ad lista-
menn varu fangnir til pess ad vinna verk | byggingar sinar. Ber sérstaklega
ad geta vinattu hans og Asmundar Sveinssonar, sem gerdi myndir m.a. |
Laugarnesskdla, Melaskéla og Heilsuverndarstodina. Einar adstodadi Asmund
vid hénnun kilupaksins & hisi hans vid Sigtin og teiknadi sidar bogaskernm-
una vid hlid pess.

Arkitektinn Einar Sveinsson lifdi fyrir starf sitt. Honum hefur verid lyst
sam heagldtum manni og hlédraegum er hafdi sig litt | frammi 4 mannamdét-
um utan vinnutima.!! Einar barst |itid & i efnalegu tilliti og bjo alla tid dsamt
konu sinni, Vigdisi (Stellu) Reykdal, | hisinu Bergbdrugotu 55, sem fabir
hans, Sveinn Jdnssan, reisti arid 1935. Hann metti oft seint til vinnu &
teiknistofu basjarins og sinnti fundum, byggingareftiriiti og 6drum embasttis-
starfum fram eftir degi. Hinum skapandi paatti starfs sins vann hann ad sidla
dags og langt fram & neatur i litlu vinnuherbergi & heimili sinu.

Higgmyndasain Asmundar Sveinssonar
(1954-59) / Asmundur Sveinsson Sculpture
Gallery.

Ll
Dr. Bjarni Jénsson, Minningargrain. Morg-
untladed 20, mars 1971,



Einar Svainsson arkitakl

Einar Sveinsson (t.h.} 4samt Stellu Reykdal og
Skarphédni Johannsyni arkitekt | Kaupmannahafn
Arid 1945
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A taiknistofu Husameistara Reykiavikurbaejar [ Austurstreati 16 &rid 1948, Fra vinstri:
Gunnar H. Olafsson, Gunnar Hansson, Gunnar Theoddrsson, Por Sandholt

A teiknistofu Hasameistara Reykjavikurbaejar | Skalatini 2 4rid 1958, Fra vinstri:
Sigurjon Swveinsson, Adalsteinn Richter, Kjartan Sigurdsson, Gunnar H. Gudmundsson,

Svainn Porvaldsson, Kjartan Sveinsson,

san Aetamrnatn

Lphamgndorain Fete Thor



Einar Sveinsson arkitekt - ssviagrip

heimiidaiyiill

ES: toikninga- og bréfassfn Einars Sveinssonar

Bd: wikningar og tibodspdgn Byggingadeiidar Reykiavikur

Bft: wwikninga- og skjnslasafn Byggingarfullirus Reykjavikur

Bmr: Byggingarmilarddsieinan 1944, Erindi op umrmbur. Landsamband [Bnadarmanng, 1946
Lak: Laugarnesskall 50 arn 1935-85, Almmiiarit, 1988

Bskj: Borgarskjalnsaln Reykjavikur

Fhmi Frdmabrdf um heilbeighismal

FK: Finnur Kristinsson. Drbg ob skipulagssigu Reykjavikurbargar, Obint handrit
[stm; inbonskir samtidarmenn, 1993

Mibl: Morgunblabe

PL: P&Il Lindal, Reykjavik, L-IV. bindl. Om og Oriygur. 1989

5H: toikningasafn Sigmundar Halldérssonar

TWFI: Timarlt Verkfrasaingaldlags lelands

Vial: Verkirmdingatal 1. drgifa, 1956

1908
Einar Sveinsson feddur 16, ndvember 1906 | Reykjavik. Fareldrar: Sveinn Jénsson trésmibur og Gudriin
Einarsddttir, baadi sttud Gr Fljdtshlia, (Vial)
1920-26
Nam vid Menntaskdlann | Reyvkjavik. Lauk stddentsprafi dr steerdfracdideild. (Vial)
1927-32
Nam i hisagerdarlist vid Technische Hochschule Darmstadt, Pyskalandi. Lauk fyrrihlutaprafi arid 1828 og
lokaprafi | ndvembermanudi 1932, (ES)
1829
Undirritar teikningar af Mhadarhisinu Tiarnargtu 43. (Bft)
1930
Undirritar telkningar af ibudarhisunum Bergbdrugdtu 35-37 og Sjafnarg6tu 11, Teiknar dsamt Gunn-
laugi Halldérssyni tllégu ad hasinu Oldugdtu 54 (ekki byggt) og breytingar 4 Alpyduhdsing, 18nd. (ES)
1933
Flyst til Reykjavikur strax ad loknu ndmi og hefur rekstur sigin teiknistofu. Undirritar teikningar af verk-
stedis- og geymsiuhusi hi. Strastisvagna Reykjavikur vid Hringbraut (ni Snorrabraut 581 og ibabarhibsun-
um Barugdtu 3, Barghdrugotu 55 og 57, Freyjugdtu 38, 43 og 48, Klappsmyrarblatti X1l (nd Langholts-
wingi 145}, Nordurmyrarhiatti 35 (nu Stigahlid 68) og Barugdtu 17, Akranesi, (ES)
1834-35
Vinnur ad verkefnum | samstarfi vid Sigmund Halldarsson hisameistara, Sameiginleg teiknistofa peirra
til hisa ad Tungbtu 3. (SH)
1934
Undirritar asamt Sigmundi Hallddrssyni teikningar af Akraness apéteki (Sudurg6tu 32, Akranesi), fiskhisi
I Porlakshifn og (budarhisunum Asvallagotu 12, Havallagétu 7, Hringbraut 76 (nd Parfinnsgdtu 14),
Laifsgbtu 12-16, Njalsgatu 84, Tangdtu 46, Tongdiu 47-49 og Sigtinum, Selfossi, (ES:; SH), Radinn af
Bamjorradi Reykjavikur til pess ad vinna ad skipulagi og 68rum hisameistarastérium fyric basinn fra 1. mars
1834, Hafdi yfirumsjdin med skipulagsmalum Reykjavikur til érsing 1949 og gegndi ambatti Hisameist-
ara Reykjavikur allt vl seviloka drid 1973, (Bskj 17101), Undirritar teikningar af fyrstu bygoingu sinni sem
Hugameaistari Reykjavikur, barnaskola vid Reykjaveg (1. dfanga Laugarnesskadls), (Bd)
1934:36
Vinnur asamt Valgeiri Bjdrnssyni bajarverkfresdingi ad gerd skipulags | Nordurmyri og métun framiidar-
skipulags Reykjavikur utan Hringbrautar. (FK)
1835
Kvmntur 8. ndvember 1935 Vigdisi (Stellu) Jonsddttur Reykdal. (Vial). Undirritar dsamt Sigmundi Hall-
ddrssyni teikningar af (prottahdsi Jons Porsteinssonar vid Lindarg6tu 7 og ibddarhisunum Gardastrat
40, Hivallagttu 9, 13 og 42, Nylendugftu 20, Skothisvegl 15, Sdleyjargttu 23 og Tjarnargftu 10c-d.
(ES, SH) Hlaut dsamt Sigmundi Hallddrssyni 2. verdlaun | samkeppni um (bidarhdsauppdrattl 4 vegum



bygaingarsamvinnufélagsins Félagsgards. Has eftic peim teikningum risu vid Blomvallagdtu 2. Tungdtu
31- 41, Havallagétu 38-40 og Solvallagstu 24-26. (ES, SH). Segir fra byggingarlist og byggingum islend-
inga & sidustu timum | vidtali vid Morgunbladid 24, joli. (MBI
193840

Vinnur 4samt Valgeir Bjtrnssyni bajarverkiredingi ab skipulagl ibddarhverfis 4 Melunum, vestan Hring-
brautar, (FE}

1938
Undirritar teikningar af ibadarhisunum Karlagotu 14-18 og 21, Managétu 9-11, Skarphédinsgdiu 18,
Skeggjaghtu 8 iekki bypgtl, Vifilsgotu 1-3 og 22 (ekki byggt); &samt Sigmundi Hallddrssyni af: Sdlvalla-
g6ty 32-324 og Havallagéiu 3. (ES). Uppdrattur Einars Sveinssonar og Valgeirs Bjdrnssonar af framtid-
arskipulagi Reykjavikur utan Hringbrautar birtur | Morgunbladinu & 150 dra afmali Reykjavikur pann 18.
Agast, (Mbl)

1837
Undirritar teikningar af barnaskdlahdsi vid Skerjafjérd (ekki byggt). (Bd). Undirritar telkningar af ibobar-

husunum Aubarstrasti 11, Flakag8tu 8-10, Managdtu 13-15, Skeggiagdtu 2, Smaragdtu 9-9A, Snorrabraut
61 og 71, Vidimel 48; asamt Sigmundi Halldérssyni af: Fldkagdtu 1, Snorrabraut 79 og Tjarmargotu 44.
Undirritar &samt Helga Sigurdssyni verkfradingi teikningar af proarbyggingu Sildancerksmidju rikisins &
Siglufirdi, (ES, SH)
193842
Situr | stjdrn Husameistarafdlags [stands. (Vial)
1938
Undirritar teikningar af verslunarhiisi vid Laugaveg 4 og Skdlavarbustig 1A (Pfaff). Einungis hluti hussing
byggdur. (ES). Undirritar teikningar af samkomuhisi ad Eidi (ekki byggt) og ibudarnisunum Eirfksgotu 39-
41 (okki byggt), Fldkagdtu 9, Gunnarsbraut 32, Hrefnugdtu 2, 6 og 10, Snorrabraut 65, Reynimel 41-43,
Skaggjagotu 10, Vidimel 60, og Fafnisgotu 3, Akranesi. (ES)
1030
Ritar greinina "Fyritkomulag og gerd sérstabdra ibddarhisa | kaupetédum™ | ritid Hisakost og hibjlaprydi,
ar kom Gt 4 vegum Mals og menningar. Undirritar tefkningar af ibudarhiasunum Bjarnarstig &, Garda-
streaetl 134, Havallagdiu 1, Kjartansgotu 4, Laufdasvegl 11, Suburgotu 37, Vidimel 64 og 67. (ES). Undirrit-
ar dsamt Herdi Bjarasyni uppdratt af skipulagi ibidarsviedis innan Hateigsvegar, Starholts og Einholts
{varkamannabistadatwerfil. (FK)
1840
Undirritar teikningar af Tjarnarbrinni vid Skothusveg. (Bd)
1240-42
Vinnur &b skipulagi ibadartwaerdis ( Kleppsholtl (Skipasundi og naerliggjandi gétum). (FK)
1541
Situr sem fulltrii Hisameistarafélagsins | damnefnd | samkeppni um sjomannaskala | Reykjavik. (TVFI
1942}, Undirritar asamt Valgeiri BjSrnssyni skipulagsuppdratt af Tinunum, vestan Laugarnesvegar
{Hatin, Midtan, Samian), (FK), Undirritar dsamt Herdi Bjarnasyni teikningar af bradabirgdaibodarhisum
{(Hafaaborg); dsamt Agusti Palssyni al: timburhisi vi Laugarnesskola. {Bd). Undirritar teikningar af (bod-
arhisunum Hatinl 3, Reynimel 58, Samtdni 42 og hisi Herberts Parbarsonar vid Strandgitu, Nordfirdi: 8-
samt Bardi Isleifssyni af: Kjnrtansgdi 2, Midtdini 10-12 og hisi Daniels Ogmundssonar [ Yeri-Njardvik.

(ES}

1942
Undirritar asamt Bardi lsleifssyni teikningar af verslunarhisum vit Austurstresti 3 (litill hiuti byggdur) og

Kirkjubraut | Hafnarfirdi. Undirritar teikningu of iboderhisinu Sudurgdtu 66, Hafnarfirdi. (ES) Situr | dim-
nefnd | samkeppni um (budarhos 4 vegum Reykjavikurbaejar. Enginn uppdrattur talinn heefur til 1. verd-
launa. (Bskj 17107}, Undirritar dsamt Agasti Pélssyn| uppdreetti af seinni afanga Laugarnesskola og fjol-
bytishisum Reyvkjavikurbajar vid Hringbraut 37-47. (Bd) Vinnur dsamt fleirum ad skipulagl idnadarhverfis
sustast vid Laugaveq (Brautarhoits og narliggjandi gatnal, (FK)

1942-43
Ritar grain um Hallgrimskirkju & Skdlavarduhaed | Morgunblaid 11. febraar 1943.

1942.44
| stjérn VarkfresBingafélags [slands. (Vial)

1843

Tilldgur Einars Sveinssonar og Valgeirs Bjornssonar um framtidarskipulag midbasjarins revddar i beejar-
rédi. Einar Sveinssan ritar tvaer grelnar um skipulag midbaijaring | Morgunbladid pann 22. og 24. jull.
{MBl}. Undirritar teikningar af ibudarhiginu Hrisateig 16 (akkl byggt). (ES)

194344
Radgjafi Bygoingarmalaneindar Reykjavikur, sem fjalladi m.a, um stefnumdtun | skipulags- og husnmdis-

mal um. (Bskj 17107}



1944
Undirritar dsamt Agusti Palssyni teikningar af Melaskdlanum og fidlbylishisum Reykjavikurbajar vid
Skilagétu 64-80. Undirritar teikningar af haskkun nodurdlmu Midbasjarbarnaskdlans og breytingu eldra
hitss a8 Arnarholti, Kjalarnesi, | vistheimili. (Bd, BR. Undirritar teikningar af ibidarhdsunum Kambs-
vagi 27 og Miklubraut 18-20. (ES)
154449
pér Sandholt arkitekt vinnur med Einari Sveinssyni ad skipulagsverkefnum hjé Hosameistara Reykjavikur-
basjar. (Vtal} Flytur erindi um hisaeinangrun og hisbyggingar & fyrstu byggingarmalarddstefnunni
sem haldin var | Raykjavik dagana 5.-12. ndvember. (Bmr)
1545
Vinnur dsamt fleirum ad skipulagi badarhverfis sunnan Miklubrautar og vestan Longuhlidar [Hlidahverfi)
og smahisahverfis | Kaplaskdli (Sorlaskjols og neerliggjandi gatna). (FK). Undirritar teikningar af pram-
ur fiorbylishisum Byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara vid Hagamel 14-24 og ibudarhisunum Grenimel 3
og & Vidimel 27 og 29, Sogamyrarbletti 32 {nd Hiyngerdi 6}, Hagamel 12 og Hateigsvegi 30. Ennfremur
af vidbyggingu og breytingu hissing vid Njalsgdtu 64 (Kiddabud). (ES)
1845

Undirritar dsamt Gunnari H. Qafssyni teikningar af filbylishiasi Reykjavikurbaajar vid Longuhlid 19-25 og

vigtarskyli & horni £gisgotu og Tryggvagotu. (Bd)

1946
For | kynnisferd, m.a. til Danmerkur, 88 skoda nyjungar i tilhdgun sjukrahusa. (Bskj 17107). Vinnur dsamt
Por Sandholt og Bolla Thoroddsen ad skipulagi ibidarhwerfa milli Sigtins og Sundlaugarvegar (Teig-
anna) og | Kaplaskjsll (Granaskjols og naarliggjandi gatnal, Vogahverfi skipulagt um svipad leyti, (FK}
Undirritar asamt Gunnari H. Olafssyni tillgu a8 nyju skipulagi 4 168 Menntaskdlans | Reykjavik. (Bskj
17107). Undirritar teikningar af vorksmidjuhisi Rigbraudsgerdarinnar h.f. vid Borgartan 6. (ES)

1947

Undirritar telkningar af stakkudu verslunarhisi vid Skdlavirdustig 1A-3 (Plaff) og ibddarhisinu Flékagotu

53. [ES)

1948
Undirritar dsamt Gunnari H. Olafssyni teikningar of hakkun Hafnarhissins vid Tryggvagotu (ekki byggt)
og farpegaskylum fyrir Streetisvagna Reykjavikur. (Bd). Vinnur dsamt fleirum ad skipulagi Melahverfis
sunnan Hagamaels (Melhagl, Kvisthagi, £gisibal. Hiibahverfis austan Longuhlidar (Uthlid, Skaftahlid, Bél-
stadarhlid) og | Raudararholti nordan Stdrholts (Stangarholt, Skipholt), (FK). Undirritar teikningar af ibud-

arhiusinu Melhaga 1.(ES). Ritar fijdrar greinar, “Hosnmdisvandamalid og ibudarbyggingar Reykjavikurbaj-

ar”, | Morgunbladid 8., 8., 10. og 13. oktdber. (Mbl]

1948
Por Sandholt arkitekt radinn forstdBumadur nyrrar skipulagsdeildar Reykjavikurbasjar. Umsjdn skipulags-
mala fiyst fré skrifstofu Hosameistara Reykjavikurbajar. (Veal). Undirritar asamt Gunnari H. Olafssyni
teikningar af Langholtsskdls og Heilsuverndarstdd Reykjavikur, (Bd), Undirritar teikningar af (bddarhis-
unum &Lgisidu 92, Blonduhlid 12 og Fldkagotu 55. (ES)

1850

Vinaur dsamt Gunnari H. Olafssyni frumdrig ad skipulagi og uppbygaingu basjarsjikrahuss. (Bd). Undir-

ritar toikningar af ibidarhusing Kvisthaga 12. (ES). Listsyning opnud | Pjdédminjasafnshisinu pann 28.

april | tilefni setningar Listamannapings. A syningunni var sérstok deild tileinkud byggingarlist, par sem

m.a. voru synd likon af Heilsuverndarstédinni og Langholisskala. {Timinn, 30.4.1950)

1951
Undirritar 4samt Gunnari H. Olafssyni telkningar af fidlbylishusi Byggingarsamvinnulélags prentara vid
MNesveg (nd Neshaga) 5-9, (ES)

1952

Undirritar Asamt Abalsteini Richter teikningar af ibidarhis forstGdumanns ab Arnarholti, Kjalarnesi. (Bd).
Undirritar teikningar of fbidarhdsinu Sigluvogi 5. (ES). Undirritar dsamt Guanari H. Olafssyni teikningar

i mk. 1:200 af Bajarsjikrahisi | Fossvogil (Borgarspitalanum). (Bd)
1953
Undirritar taikningar af ibidarhisunum Hauhlid 18 op Tomasarhaga 27. (ES)
1954
Undirritar dsamt Kjartani Sveinssyni teikningar af hekkun og breytingu hissins a8 Skalatuni 2 fyrir
starfsemi & vegum bejarins. Nyr fundarsalur basjarstjdrnar & efstu hed. Undirritar frumdrdg ad nyrri

sundlaug | Laugardal. {Bd). Undirritar asamt Gunnari H. Olafssyni telkningar af fjdlbylishisi Byggingar-
samvinnufélags prentara vid Flallhaga ind Hjardarhaga) 54-58. (ES). Undirritar teikningar af higgmynda-

safni Asmundar Sveinssonar vid Siglin (bogaskemmu) og ibadarhisunum Fornhaga 24, Hauhlia 20 og
Tunguvegl 15. (ES)



1955
Undirritar teikningar af ibddar- og verslunarhisi vid Langholtsveg 82 og ibidarhisinu Salvogsgrunni 12,
{ES}

1956
Undirritar dsamt Kjartani Sveinssyni taikningar af fyrri dfanga Breidagerdisskdla, (Bd). Undirritar teikn-
ingar af 4tta hada fidlbylishasi Byggingarsamvinnufélags prentara vid Kleppsveg 2-6 og Laugarnesveg
118-118. (ES)

18566-57
Undirritar dsamt Gunnari H, Olafssyni fyrstu tilldgur ad steekkun St. Joselsspitals, Landakoti, €5

1966-64
Valinn | hop #tta arkitekta sem vinna attu | sameiningu ad pvi ad gara teikningar af rddhosi Reykjavikur
vid nordurenda Tjarnarinnar | samradi vid radhasnefnd. (PL)

1957
Undirritar dsamt Kjarani Sveinssyni toikningar af barnaskdla vid Gnodarvog (Vogaskdla) og seinni &-
fangn Breidagerdisskdla. (Bd). (Undirritar telkningar af taIf haeda fjélbylishisi Bygpingarsamvinnufélags
prantara vid Sdlheima 23.) (ES)

1958
Undirritar dsamt Adalsteini Richier toikningar af verka- og sjdmannahisi vid Tryggvegiu (Hafnarbad -
umb. {Bd}

1858
Undirritar dsamt Kjartani Sveinssyni og Yngva Gestssyni telkningar af 2. dfanga Gnodarvogsskola
[gagniracdadeild Vogaskdla) og frumdrég Laugalakjarsksla, (Bd)

1560
Undirritar taikningar af verslunarhusi vid Laugaveg 25; dsamt Jénasi Salmundssyni teikningar af Ibo8ar-
og verkstadishisi vid Sdolvallagbiu 48. (ES)

1960-83
Undirritar dsamt Sigurjoni Sveinssyni, Kjartani Sveinssyni, Gunnarl H. Gudmundssyni ofl. teikningar af
Sundlauvgum | Laugardal, (Bd}

1961
Undirritar dsamt Kjartani Sveinssyni og Yngva Gestssyni teikningar af 3. dfanga Gnodarvogsskala
{Vogaskalal. Byggingardeild borgarverkfreedings sett & stafn til 08 annast eftirlit med byggingum & veg-
um bajaring sam teiknadar voru af sjdlfstatt starfandi arkitektum og heyrdu bl ekki undir Husameaist-
ara Reykjavikurbeejar. (Bd)

1862
Undirritar asamt Olafi Sigurdssyni teikningar af stekkun Langhaltsskdla, 1. afanga. (Bd). Undirritar
teikningar ad widbyggingu St. Josefsspitala, Landakoti. (ES)

1283
Undirritar teikningar af ibadarhasi dr. Bjarna Jonssonar leaknis | Reynisstadalandi, Skerjafirdi (nd Gnita-
nasi 8. (ES). Undirritar ésamt Sigurjdni Sveinssyni teikningar of Siokkvistod vid Reykjanesbraut; dsamt
Sigurjoni Sveinasyni og Porkell G, Gudmundssyni: teikningar af starfsmannahdsi | Arnarholti, Kjalar-
nasi, (Bd}

1964
Undirritar 4samt Yngva Gestssyni teikningar af vidbyggingu vid Skdlatan 2 og Laugarlmkjaskala, (Bd),
Samaiginleg tillaga fjdgurra arkitekis: Einars Sveinssonar, Gisla Hallddrssonar, Halldars H. Jénssonar
op Sigvalda Thordarson ab radhisi vid nordurenda Tjarnarinnar kynnt almenningi | janGarmanudt. (PL)

1870
Undirritar dsamt Yngva Gestssyni og Bjarna Konrddssynl teikningar af Sidkkvistod vid Arhe (nd Bilds-
haftal. (Bd)

1871
Undirritar dsamt Yngva Gestssyni, Birni Th. Valgeirssyni og Gudlaugi Fridpjdfssyni teikningar af 2. a-
fanga visthaimilis vid Arnarholt, Kjalarnesi. (Bd)

1871
Undirritar teikningar af verslunar- og bddarhisi vid Bergstadastraeti 7 (Pfaffl. (ES)

1973
Einar Sveinsson latinn 12. mars | Bargarspitalanum. Minningargreinar bhirtar | Morgunbladinu 20, mars.
Embaetti Hisameistara Reykjavikurborgar lagt nidur ad Einari Sveinssyni ldtnum og reksti teiknistofunn-
ar hmtt. Byggingadelld wdk vid beim eftiditsverkefnum sem hisameistar] hafdi med héndum, Stofnud
strstok tetknistofa undir yfirstidrn Jons Bjémssonar arkitekts er vann sfram ad lokahdnnun Borgarspit-
alans. (Fhm 21881)



A herald of a new architecture
1932-1936

Einar Sveinsson was the first lcalandic architect
to train in Germany. On graduating from Darm-
stadt Technical University in 1932 he returned to
Reykjavik, opened a studio, and was appointed
municipal architect in 1934, He collaborated with
Sigmundur Hallddrsson on various projects until
1936.

Interest in new construction technology was
growing in lceland then. Congcrete, introduced at
the turn of the century, enabled parmanent con-
structions to be made using local materials. A
turning-point was reached around 1930, when
functionalism appeared and soon left its mark on
genaral house design in Iceland. In 1933, Einar
Sveinsson and Gunnlaugur Hallddrsson become
the heralds of a new architecture, which Sveins-
son described in an interview in 1943: This
mawvament is not localized or confined to any
single tima, but has taken science into its service
and admits of all conditions. It attempits to find
logical solutions in full accord with the purpose
and function of the construction in question,
allowing the architectural technology and matar-
ial to appear in both the external and internal
form, in an unassuming yet artistic manner...

In 1935, Sveinsson dismissed ideas for
raviving the old turf-built farmhouse style using
corrugated iron and concrete, and also the
"columnar basalt” style. Architectural style was
a meaningless concept, he claimed, "unless it is
in normal harmony with the building material on
which it is based.”

One of his first designs was Freyjugata 43
(1933), a typical functionalist building in both
exterior appearance and interior layout. The
same year he drafted houses at Barugata 3,
Langholtsvegur 145 and Bergthdrugata 55-57,
and the Snorrabraut bus depot. His main collab-
oration with Sigmundur Hallddrsson was Jon
Thorsteinsson's private sports centre on Lindar-
gata 7, which opened in 1935, Among their resi-
dential designs were Hédvallagata 3, 7, 9 and 13
(1934-1936), and several houses were built to
thair design compatition entry for the Félags-
gardur building project. Einar Sveinsson’s early
works are typified by simple, rectangular build-
ing forms, meticulous technical alaboration and
an acute sense of proportions, harmony and
window arrangement. Examples are Barugata 3
and Lindargata 7, where the windows create an
equilibrium between horizontal and vertical lines
an an otherwise strictly divided wall surface. His
19308 works helped to develop a new architec-
tural language that adapted functionalism to the
leelandic environment, characterized by the use

of lcelandic minerals for coating concreted walls,
low hipped roofs instead of flat ones, and cast
gutters. Such features persisted in new buildings
in Reykjavik into the 1950s.

Municipal architect - public buildings
1934-1945

In 1934, Einar Sveinsson was put in charge of
urban planning and other building tasks for the
City of Reykjavik. The post involved designing
municipal buildings and supervising their con-
struction, and Einar Sveinsson held it until his
death in 1973. Design of municipal buildings in
Reykjavik was the most extensive and bast-
known part of Sveinsson’s career.

Sveinsson's first municipal design was
Laugarnes slementary school on Reykjavegur for
children from the dispersed built-up areas out-
side the city proper, with boarding facilities for
sick children. Design began in June 1934 and the
school was completed in 1935, and now forms
the aast wing of Laugarnesskdli school. In col-
laboration with Agust Pélsson, his asssistant
from 1941-45, he proposed an axtension for the
school in 1942 which opened in 1944, the first
school bullding in lceland with classrooms
arranged several floors high on three sides of a
central, open assembly hall. Access to class-
rooms is from stairs and balconies overlooking
the central hall. One feature of the building is
that its main wing is not rectangular, as it
appears, but tapers slightly towards the south;
the central assembly hall appears correspond-
ingly shallowar than when actually entered, Few
comparable examples of perspectival effects in
farmation of space are found in Icelandic build-
ings. Furnishings and installations weare de-
signed by Skarphédinn Jéhannsson and Gunnar
Thedddrsson, while sculptor Asmundur Sveins-
son cast the iron figures in the banisters and the
statues at the top of the stairways. Several paint-
ings by Johann Briem adorn the walls of the
central assembly hall.

Einar Sveinsson's other main early project
as municipal architect was Melaskdli school in
west Reykjavik. A design and model was pra-
sentad in 1944, and the school opened in
autumn 1946, while still not fully completed. The
main wing is on three floors with the upper one
partly indented with balconies linked directly to
the classrooms. The circular eastern building
contains an entrance and pupils’ cloakroom on
the ground floor and a staff room upstairs.
Melaskdli was the first building on Melatorg
square, and the curved shape of its main wing is
a directly function of the circular plan around it.
In its day, Melaskdli was considered one of
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Reykjavik's most impressive municipal buildings,
used for city receptions and shown to visiting
foreign heads of state.

Both Laugarnesskdli and Melaskdli were crit-
icized in their day for extravagance, but their
intarior flooring and wall surfaces have with-
stood half a century of use virtually intact. More
important than the saving in maintenance costs.
however, is the way such artistic environmants
anhance the padagogical and educational work
undertaken within their walls over the decades.

Supervision of Reykjavik urban planning
1934-1949

A major part of Einar Sveinsson’s work as munic-
ipal architect was urban planning, which he
supervised from 1934 until it was assigned to a
separate office in 1949, With municipal engineer
Valgeir Bjdrnsson, he planned the first residential
developments beyond Hringbraut road and the
Mordurmyri and Melar quarters, plus plans for
other areas and proposals that were naver real-
ized.

In the early 1930s, there was an urgent need
to plan the city land beyond Hringbraut. The first
Reykjavik development plan assumed no build-
ing beyond Hringbraut for the next decades, but
the city grew much faster than had been envis-
aged. Einar Sveinsson was assigned the task;
urban planning had been central to his studies in
Darmstadt, and this in turn had been a decisive
factor in his appointment as municipal architect
in the first place. Sveinsson and Bjdrnsson's first
joint project was the development plan beyond
Hringbraut which detarmined the location of
main roads through undevaloped areas to the
River Ellidaar, and entrance roads to the city from
all directions. At this time (1934-36) they also
plannad the Nordurmyrl residential quarter, in
which houses and plots of land weare largely
positionad with respect to the sun. From 1936-
40, Sveinsson and Bjornsson plannad the Malar
quartar, initially envisaging detached four-storey
blocks of flats on an open area on its perimeter.
Another innovation was the streets radiating
from a central square in all directions, modelled
on German cities,

During Warld War |, Einar Sveinsson
planned rasidential areas in east Revkjavik,
including Raudararholt, Tan and Kleppsholt,
Architect Thor Sandholt worked for Einar
Sveinsson on planning from 1944 until his
appointment as urban planning director in 1949,
Besides designing new developments, Sveinsson
proposed new designs for older quarters,
crowned by his impressive city centre redevelop-

ment plan of 1943. Twin charactaristics of all his
plans are the notion of aesthetic shaping of
space, in the time-honoured Europaan urban tra-
dition, and a shift of emphasis in recent house
design towards disparsed residential areas,
prompted by new construction technology and
demands for sunlight in all rooms. His urban
plans reveal a constant quest to harmonize the
contrary viewpoints of 19th-century romantic
concepts of planned squares and boulevards,
and the functionalist notions of human values
posited on the universal right to bright, healthy
housing.

Individual housing layout
1539-1855

Einar Sveinsson's work and ideas made a major
contribution to the building style that dominated
Reykjavik's new outlying residential areas fram
1935 and 1950. One characteristic of residences
from this period was that rooms were positioned
for optimum penetration by sunlight. In an arti-
cle from 1939, he offers revealing insights into
the new functionalist focuses in housebuilding,
where form is shaped by the demand for the
effectiveness and utility of the residence: One of
the major factors in layout of individual resi-
dences is correct arrangement of rooms with
respect to the sun. From the health point of view,
all rooms should receive sunlfight at least 1-2
hours a day. Since each room should preferably
enjoy daylight when it is mainly used, the follow-
ing room arrangement is desirable; The badroom
and children’s rooms should have windows fac-
ing east or south, and the dining-room south and
aast as wall if possible. The sitting-room win-
dows should face south and west for the after-
noon and evening sun. An east window can
often be placed in the sitting-room, which is
highly desirable. Larger dwellings often have &
third room, which is best positioned facing
south. The kitchen and bathroom should face
north or northeast, and the entrance and stair-
case as a rule north or west, depending fo some
extant on the angle of the building towards the
street.

The concepts bahind Sveinsson's residential
housing layouts throughout his career are genar-
ally devalopad around these basic rules. Early
on, his exteriors reveal an underlying develop-
ment towards personal formal characteristics,
derived in part from his interest in mathematics.
A clear example is his fondness for slanting.
curved and circular forms. Initially these features
wera confined to limited aspects of appearance,
such as balconies, windows, porches, doorsteps



and cast supports. After the war, personal stylis-
tic features played a larger part in the overall
shape of the house and reach their extreme in
the layout of AZgisidu 92 (1949) and Sigluvogur 5
{1952),

With postwar prosperity, there was a general
incroase in the floor area and width of buildings,
and corridors through apartments evolved into
open rooms. The modest charm typical of
Depression building styles vanished, and the pro-
portions shifted. One consequence of deeper
housing was higher and more variegated roofs.
Small paned windows returned to popularity,
along with various exterior decor, as shown by a
number of Sveinsson’s designs from 1945-49,
such as Vidimelur 27-29.

Houseabuilding in Reykjavik was hit by import
controls and the economic recession in the early
19508, while new foreign trends highlighted sim-
plicity and formal purity. At this time, the appear-
ance of new residential quarters began to
change. Obsidian and pebbledash disappeared
from walls, and hipped roofs yielded to sloping
split-leval roofs. Sveinsson experimented with
unconventional roof types on houses including
Hahlid 20 (1954) and Fornhagi 24 (1954). One of
his most harmonious works from that pariod is
Kwvisthagi 12 (1950), whose unassuming roof
daesign offsets the complex overall form of the
house.

Reykjavik municipal flats
1942-1949

As an urban planner and architect, Einar Sveins-
s0n was a pioneer in modern multi-residential
housing design. His terraced municipal flats rep-
resented & new departure in residential housing
for thair external planning and interior layout
alike.

Early in World War Il, a serious housing
shortage developed in Reykjavik when a contrac-
tion in construction coincided with heavy migra-
tion from rural areas. The council abandoned a
programme of building temporary wooden hous-
ing which proved relatively expensive, and in
1942 asked Einar Sveinsson to design two large
terraces of 48 flats each on Hringbraut 37-47
instead. These formed part of his new plan for
the Melar quarter, with rows of detached multi-
residential houses on open ground replacing the
urban grid of streets lined with unbroken dense
rows of houses. This arrangement created
greater scope for developing the guarter without
reducing the number of dwellings in it, while
raducing drainage and roadbuilding costs and
ensuring all residences an equal amount of sun-

light. Sveinsson’s designs were based on recent
studies showing that daylight becomes increas-
ingly effective in progressively narrower build-
ings. The Hringbraut terraces are only 9.5 metres
deep, and every room in each flat has access to
daylight and direct airing through an outdoor
window. Innovations included slanting win-
dowed nooks in each sitting-room and curved
baleonies with built-in troughs for flowerpots.
The next project (1945-47) was 72 flats for
rant in terraces on Skulagata 64-80, financed
with & Treasury loan under a programme to elim-
inate unhaalthy housing. Sveinsson's third and
final terrace design for the City was in the Hlidar
quarter, on the corner of Langahlid and Mikla-
braut. Construction began in 1946 but was
delayed by a shortage of skilled craftsmen due to
the postwar boom in the building industry. A
State loan for the project was refused on the
grounds that the City projects were unduly
expensive and extravagant compared with work-
ers’ housing fund schemes. Although Einar
Sveinsson refuted such claims in a series of
nawspapear articles, a political quarrel over hous-
ing ensued and in the end the municipal authori-
ties abandoned further planned developments.

The printers’ union apartment blocks
1945-1962

From 1945-1962, the printers’ union played a
remarkable pionearing role in housing, crowned
by the construction of lceland's first high-rise
residential block. Einar Svaeinsson designed all
the printers’ union cooperative housing: four
apartment blocks and threa houses of four flats
aach.

Known for their progressive social policies,
the printers founded the first labour union build-
ing fund in April 1944, |t was motivated by the
view that, since the home was the cornerstone of
society and social development, working people
urgently neaded a solution to the housing short-
age and exorbitant rents that had long prevailed
in Reykjavik. Under phase one, three contiguous
houses were built on Hagamelur 14-24 in 1945,
gach containing four apartments.

The next phase involved two multi-residen-
tial blocks in the west quarter, on Meshagi 5-9
(1951-565) and Hjardarhagi 54-58 (1954-57).
Sveinsson designed them both in collaboration
with architect Gunnar H. Olafsson. These blocks
were arranged around a central staircase at each
entrance, and had identical interior layout and
window arrangemaents, but roofs of different
heights. To overcome & slope in the land, the
fund changed its original policy and allowed five
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floors of apartments at one end of the Hjardar-
hagi block. In its wake, ideas arose for building
B-12-storey blocks with lifts, modelled on the res-
idential high-rises that were mushrooming in
most European countries.

In 1855, the printars’ union was allocated a
plot of land for a multi-residential building on
the corner of Laugarnesvegur and Kleppsvegur,
and applied for parmission to build an sight-
storey wing along Kleppsvegur instead of the
four storeys envisaged in the development plan.
An exception was granted, and high-rise apart-
ment blocks were later authorized elsewhere.
Work on the printers’ union "skyscraper” began
in 1956 and it went up in the space of a few
weeks in summer 1957, using a new technique of
“crawling formwork” raised mechanically during
the concreting process. When completed, it was
the highest building in lceland. It had 59 apart-
ments, a lift for each of the three stairways in the
main wing, and playrooms and a residents’ com-
mon room in the basement. In 19568, the printers’
union began a 12-storey, 60-apartment high-rise
block on Sdlheimar, this time designed around a
central lift and staircase with wings of apart-
mants in three directions.

In their day, Einar Sveinsson’s apartments
for the printers’ union were prized for their interi-
or layout, completion, facilities and price alike.
From 1946 they were not confined to union
membars, and their much larger scale than was
originally intended pays tribute to their outstand-
ing popularity

Public buildings - partnership with
Gunnar H Olafsson, 1945-1955

In August 1945, architect Gunnar H. Olafsson
joined Einar Sveinsson and worked closely with
him for ten years until he became director of
urban planning. Olafsson co-designed many of
Sveinsson's best-known works, including Lang-
holt School, the health centre and the Municipal
Haospital.

One of their first collaborative projects was a
small building by the old harbour, on the corner
of Tryggvagata and Agisgata, which combined a
catch-weighing shed, cafeteria and tower hous-
ing a newspaper kiosk. The building remains
highly distinctive, but has fallen into disrepair of
late. The tower is still standing, but the windows
have been cladded and the clock disappeared
from its top.

In 1948, Sveinsson and Olafsson began
design of the Langholtsskdli elementary schoal.
Like Sveinsson's other schools, Langholtsskali
was meticulously designed. These buildings
ranked with the best in lceland up to that time,

and were also superior to most schools being
built in ather countries then. Innovations includ-
ed wide, continuous windows covering the
whole side of classrooms, along with several
interesting featuras such as the porch at the
entrance and the circular storm shelter by the
playground.

Of Sveinsson’s largest buildings, the munici-
pal health centre is widely acknowledged as the
most typical of his personal style. None of its
distinctive features, however, is coincidence:
what seems to be a private whim is generally a
legical solution to a problem he had to work
around, The walkway bridge and annexes sup-
ported on pillars are a natural way of reconciling
the different height of the site and the street, and
meeting demands for its interior layout, while
the diverse window arrangements reflect the dif-
ferent uses to which each room is put. The main
wing tapers slightly, starting at the central corri-
dor, which appears shorter as a result. The cen-
tre was designed in 1949 and its foundation con-
creted the following year, but construction was
delayed by demands for part of the building to
be used as a ward. This maant that the upper
floors had to be redesigned to allow them to be
restored to their original purpose later.

Sveinsson and Olafssan were given propos-
als for the size, type and site of a planned city
hospital and presented their design in 1952,
based on a T-shaped main building with a lower
rear wing. Construction began in 1954 and two
of the three main wings ware cast over the fol-
lowing seven years. The hospital was Sveins-
son’s largest and longest project. On his death,
Jan Bjornsson led work to continue design of the
unfinished wing, along with an annexe for the
support wards,

Public buildings - new views of architecture
18953-1973

In the 1950s, Einar Sveinsson’s architecture
showed a shift in emphasis which would typify
his later works. Various aspects of his earlier lay-
out and finishing succumbed to the influence of
intarnational postwar modernism. A new style
emerged, focusing on the possibilities of con-
crate rebar for imaginative shaping based on the
strain properties of his materials.

Many young architects and designers
worked with Einar Sveinsson during this period
and benafited from his skill and experienca.
Einar Sveinsson strove to give his employees the
chance to shape the features of the bulldings
they worked on, and always made a point of hav-
ing them sign designs they had taking part in
making. In the 19508 and 1960s, the City increas-



ingly commissioned freslance architects for
municipal projects. In 1961 a separate depart-
ment was set up under the municipal engineer
to supervise these outside commissions, and on
Einar Sveinsson's death it took over the munici-
pal architect’s duties too. Sveinsson’s work was
often criticized during this period. As a profes-
sional architect he often paid the price for being
a civil servant too. Some critics thought his
buildings too romantic and eccentric to rank as
genuine modern architecture. Other accusations
of extravagance were often based on misunder-
standings or ignorance.

Among his municipal projects were modifi-
cations to the city office building on Skdlatun 2,
where a new council chamber was added on the
top floor. His spectators’ stand for the Laugar-
dalur swimming pool, designed in 1960-63, uses
the potential of the building material to the full
by creating forms on the basis of its structural
properties. To meet requests for simpler and
cheaper schools that could be developed in
phases, he devised Breidagerdisskoli, where aach
classroom is arranged in single-storey wings
branching out from the main building, receives
sunlight from two directions and can be entered
directly from the playground. A similar principle
was applied to the first phase of Vogaskdli,
which also, along with Laugarlekjarskoli, has
classrooms arranged on three spokes from a
central hub and large window. Thair characteris-
tic feature, the concrete crosses or “crab claws”
in the window of the central space, in fact serves
as a necessary reinforcement for the glass sur-
face against wind prassure. Sveinsson’s othaer
municipal projects include the Hafnarbudir hostel
an Tryggvagata, Reykjanesbraut fire station and
the new annexe to the Arnarholt rehabilitation
centre in Kjalarnes. Sveinsson worked on a few
private commissions after 1960, the most
notable of which is the Landakot Hospital
annexa, based on his earlier first draft with
Gunnar H. Olafsson.

The man behind the buildings-stylistic
features

Few people have contributed as much to shap-
ing the face of Reykjavik with their works and
ideas as Einar Sveinsson (1906-1973). Most citi-
zens of lceland’s capital know his works person-
ally and associate them with their own memao-
ries and experiencaes, but relativaly few ara
familiar with the name of the man behind the
buildings.

Einar Sveinsson's training set him apart
fram other lcelandic architects and spawned the
characteristic features of his works. He was the

first architect to work in lceland after graduating
from a German university; Nordic influences had
predominated in Icelandic building styles before his
day. He was also the first lcelander to receive pro-
fessional training in the aesthetics of urban plan-
ning in the time-honoured European tradition.
Although he was one of the main heralds of func-
tionalism in lcelandic building, Sveinsson’s formal
concepts were always partially based on the princi-
ples of classical architecture; the Bauhaus style had
little impact on German academic study in the early
1930s. His designs and development plans often
display a tension between traditional and progres-
sive solutions. Another of his chief characteristics
was an outstanding command of the technical side
of architecture. His studies covered various aspects
of civil engineering and he was a gifted mathemati-
cian with an interest in science. He would often
carry out structural calculations for his buildings
and check and correct those provided by the engi-
neers who worked for him. Mathematics also had a
direct influence on his creativity, since his under-
standing of the mechanics of strain and properties
of concrete enabled him to adopt unconventional
design solutions that few other people had the
skills to elaborate upon. He could prove that his
ideas were economical and realistic, difficult as
thay may have been to justify in purely formal
terms, and his knowledge of materials and thair
applications made his buildings exceptionally capa-
ble of withstanding weathering and use,

Monatheless, he focused above all on harmo-
nizing artistic and technical viewpoints. He was
interested in the arts and had artists commissioned
to design warks for his buildings. Particular men-
tion should be made of his friendship with sculptor
Asmundur Sveinsson, who made works for Laugar-
nesskoli and Melaskali schoaols and the health cen-
tre. In return, Einar Sveinsson halped the sculptar
calculate the design for the dome of his studio at
Sigtan, and later designed the arc-shaped gallery
beside it.
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