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ASMUNDUR SVEINSSON
1893-1982

Asmundur Sveinsson faddist & Kolsstédum i
Dalasyslu 2zo. mai 1893. Arid 1915 fér Asmundur til
Reykjavikur og lagdi stund & tréskurdarndm hja
Rikardi l6nssyni. Jafnframt pvi var hann vid nam i
lédnskdlanum,

Ad loknu tréskurdarndmi haustid 1919 sigldi
Asmundur til Kaupmannahafnar. Par var hann i
teikniskdla einn wvetur og naut tilsagnar Viggos
Brandts. Sidan [a leid hans til Stokkhdlms par sem
hann tok inntokuprdf i Listahaskdlann haustid

1920 og wvar par [ sex ar. Adalkennari hans |
Stokkhélmi var myndhéggvarinn Carl Milles.

Vorid 1926 Gtskrifadist Asmundur Ffra Lista-
haskdlanum og hélt til Parisar par sem hann
dvaldist nastu prjd drin og l2rdi medal annars hja
franska myndhéiggvaranum Despiau. Asmundur kom
aftur heim vorid 1929 eftir tiu drabdsetu erlendis.

Arid 1033 reisti hann sér hids vid Freyjugdtu, hisid
sem nid heitir Asmundarsalur. Arid 1942 héf hann
byggingu kiluhdssins vid Sigtin og nokkru seinna
bztti hann vid piramidunum tveimur. A drunum
1954-1555 reisti hann svo bogaskemmuna.

Asmundur var & medal frumkvddla fslenskrar
higgmyndalistar. Hann sétti innblastur i islenska
nédttiru og békmenntir, sem og til pjédarinnar 1
landinu. Efnismikil, kréftug og stundum dgnandi
verk hans eru ik peim kynjamyndum sem lesa ma
Gir islenskri nédttiru. P6tt myndefni Asmundar hafi
fyrst og fremst verid af pjodlegum toga tileinkadi
hann sér engu ad sidur meginstrauma alpjodlegrar
listskGpunar og gaf henni um leid islenskt
yfirbragd - islenskt inntak.

Asmundur &nafnadi Reykjavikurborg listasafn sitt
eftir sinn dag. Hann andadist [T Reykjavik o.
desember 1982.

ASMUNDUR SVEINSSON
1893-1982

Asmundur Sveinsson was born in Kolsstadir, west
lceland, on May zo, 1893. In 1915, he moved to
Reykjavik and began studying woodcarving with
Rikardur Jonsson, At the same time, he studied
engraving at The Reykjavik Technical School.

After finishing his studies in the fall of 1919,
Sveinsson sailed to Copenhagen and enrolled in a
drawing school for one year, studying under the
guidance of Viggo Brandt. From there he went to
Stockholm and took an entrance exam to the
Academy of Arts in the fall of 1920. He studied
there for six years under the guidance of sculptor
Carl Milles.

Sveinsson graduated from the Academy in the
spring of 1926, moving to Paris for three years
and studying with, amang others, the French
sculptor Despiau. Sveinssan returned to lceland in
the spring of 1929, after having lived abroad for
ten years.

By 1933 he built a house at Freyjugata in
Reykjavik, now called Asmundarsalur. By 1942 he
had started work on the round dome at Sigtin, in
Reykjavik, and later he added the two pyramids.
From 1955 to 1959 Sveinsson built the crescent-
shaped building.

Sveinsson was one of the pioneers of lcelandic
sculpture, inspired by the country's nature and
literature, as well as by the people itself. His
massive, powerful and sometimes provocative
works are akin to the wondrous formations that
can be seen in lcelandic nature. Although the
visual material Sveinsson used was first and
foremost national in origin, he nonetheless
adopted the main currents in international art, at
the same time lending them an lcelandic character
- an Icelandic content.

Sveinsson died in Reykjavik on December g, 1982,
donating the house and his collection to the City
of Reykjavik.






Velkomin | Asmundarsafn

Syningin sem ni stendur | safninu hefur ad geyma
drval af verkum Asmundar Sveinssonar, Han spannar
feril hans gjtirvallan, ‘allt frd skdladgrum hans i
Stokkhalmi til verka sem hann vann & sidustu
dratugum eevinnar. pad er gefandi vidfangsefni ad
umgangast verk Asmundar og kynnast peim nénar;
&dur en langt um lidur eru pau morg hver ardin hiuti
af mannl sjalfum, og liklegt ad pad hafi einmitt verid
®tlun listamannsins vid skéipun peirra,

[ Asmundarsafni hefur undanfarin dr verid unnid mikio
starf med ungu folki sem hefur komid hingad i stdrum
hépum til ad skoda hisid, fredast um Asmund og
nj6ta peirrar myndlistar sem hann hefur skapad. Birn
halda vonandi dfram ad hafa gardinn ad leiksvadi -
og nj6ta listaverkanna um leid — eins og alla tid hefur
verid. Asmundur var dnagdur ad sja born leika sér
innan um verkin sin, og margir eiga gddar minningar
fré sifkum leikddgum.

Asmundarsafn er perla T midju Reykjavikur, Allir
Reykvikingar vita af pessari perlu en hafa ef til vill
ekki verid jafn duglegir ad kynna sér hana nanar.
Syning eins og si sem nd stendur yfir er lykill okkar
allra ad Asmundi og ferli hans. Pad er mikill fengur ad
geta skodad verk hans frd ymsum timum og sja med
hvada hetti pau hafa préast i gegnum tidina, allt fra
fyrstu drum hans til hinna sfdustu.

Nj6tid vel heimsaknarinnar,

Eirikur borldksson
forstédumadur

Welcome to the Museum

The exhibition is based on a selection of works by
the artist, spanning his whale career from his days
at the Academy in Stockholm to works that he
completed in the last decades of his life. It is a very
giving experience to work with Sveinsson's art works
and get to know them better; before long many of
them seem to have become part of your person, and
that is probably exactly as the artist intended.

In recent years there has been a lot of work done
with young people in the Asmundur Sveinsson
Sculpture Museum, who have come in great numbers
to see the building, learn about the artist and enjoy
the art works that he created. Children will hopefully
continue to make the garden their playground = and
enjoy the sculptures at the same time, as children
have always done; Sveinsson was very happy when
chiidren played among his works, and many people
have fond memories of such playful days.

The Asmundur Sveinsson Sculpture Museum is a
jewel in the center of Reykjavik, that all the
inhabitants are familiar with, but have perhaps not
been as diligent in getting to know more thoroughly.
An exhibition like the one currently in the Museum
is-a key for all of Us to Sveinsson and his oceuvre,
and it is a great opportunity to be able to see his
works from different times to appreciate how they
developed through the years, from the beginning of
his career to the end.

Enjoy.

Eirfkur Porldksson

directar
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