o LV ial

e 3 f Jrl / I,'I. y ) ; / : A// i
l y / 1' . J!.-' J'- ‘/ } J_l, ‘;. -;,-* o

o

KRISTIJAN GUDPMUNDSSON




12 in Gudmundsson er faddur ad Stérahrauni, Kﬂlbemﬁtaﬂahrepm a Snazfellsnesi pann 1. jani. Foreldrar
nundur Arnason, rammasmidur og listaverkasali, og Aslaug Sigurdardéttir, pa basett i Reykjavik.

n par i barnaskdla og sidan gagnfradaskdla en hann unir sérilla i skolanum og flosnar upp fra
3 ad aldri.

hans eru listmalarar, ljodskald og tonlistarmenn tidir gestir & heimilinu svo Kristjan kynnist snemma
m. En adspurdur um hvernig hann lendir i myndlistinni segir hann: ,Vinir minir, Sigurdur brédir, Hreinn
son, Pordur Ben og fleiri voru i Handidaskélanum um eda uppir 1960 og voru ad gefast upp & honum
‘einhvern veginn datt &g inn i petta lika." !

r har Dunganons hertoga af St. Kilda & verkstzdi fédur sins og er sleginn til riddara skommu sidar.
stuttu adur hitt hertogann & gotu og skipt vid hann & premur tdmum Coca-Cola flaskum og kettlingi.
inum kettlinginn.

akvedur ad lzra flug og fer i flugskélann byt: “... af bvi ég vissi ekki hvad ég atti af mér ad gera
En kannski er ekki svo slemt fyrir mann ad lera flugedlisfraedi eda siglingarfradi i stadinn fyrir

ort biography
 Nikulasdottir

n on June 1 at Stérahraun on the Snafellsnes peninsula, west Iceland, to Gudmundur Arnason, picture
d art dealer, and Aslaug Sigurdardattir, then based in Reykjavik.

goes to school in the capital but doesn't enjoy the experience and leaves full-time education at 16.

is childhood, artists, poets and musicians are regular guests at his family home, so Kristjan comes into
‘with the art world at an early age. When asked how he ended up an artist, however, he replies: “My

my brother Sigurdur, Hreinn Fridfinnsson, Pordur Ben and others attended the Art School from around
were fed up with it, I think, and for some reason I ended up getting involved in art as well.”

e cuts the hair of the self-styled Duke Dunganon of St. Kilda at his father’s workshop and is dubbed a
ortly afterwards. He had met the Duke on the street not long before and swapped him three empty
ola bottles for a kitten. He gives the kitten to a friend.

decides to learn to fly and attends the bytur flying school: “... because I didn't know what to do with
at the time. But perhaps it wasn't such a bad idea to learn flight dynamics and navigation instead of



modelteikningu, og svo stendur vedurfraedin nattarulega alltaf fyrir sinu.”? Hann lykur atvinnuflugmannsprofi i
boklegum greinum en flygur sama og ekkert vegna peningaleysis og hattir frekara flugnami. Profar ymis storf: er
kokkanemi i Lidé um tima, stundar byggingarvinnu, fiskvinnslu og gaslu a Kleppi par sem hann gefur konu i nefid
og spyr ad nafni. Hin svarar med ordaflaumi sem hann nar ekki i fyrstu svo han endurtekur nafn sitt sem er:
«Drottinnogkdnguroggudlikagjafirogmyndirogvenusyndislegur”.

1963 Sigurdur brédir Kristjans fer til listnams i Hollandi, Um veturinn fer Kristjan i heimsokn til hans i
Amsterdam, dvelst par i um manadartima og likar vel. Hann byr hja Sigurdi og Ineke konu hans. Pérdur Ben
Sveinsson er einnig 1 Amsterdam um par mundir.

1964 Fer til Bandarikjanna um sumarid og byrjar par ad gera smamyndir i einskonar poppstil.

Hann dvelur a Spani yfir veturinn. ,Pad var ekkert merkilegt vid pa dvél i myndlistarlegu tilliti. Petta var
skemmtilegur vetur en hann for mest i ad skoda mannlifid og kaffihdsarap,” seqgir hann i vidtali vid Rari i
Fréttabréfi SIM 1987,

1967 Kristjan synir i fyrsta sinn opinberlega a samsyningunni UM'67 - Ungir myndlistarmenn i Laugardalshall.
Hann og Pordur Ben Sveinsson syna par samvinnuverk sitt ,Royal System”.

1968 Hittir Solveigu Magnisdottur i Pjodleikhiskjallaranum. Han er pa 19 ara og er fra Vik i Myrdal.

drawing life models, and meteorology naturally always stands for itself." He takes his commercial pilot's theory
exam but gets very little flying experience due to lack of funds. He therefore decides to abandon his pilot
studies. He then tries his hand at various jobs, working for a time as an assistant cook at the Lidé dance hall,
on a building site, in a fish factory, and at Kleppur mental hospital where he offers a woman snuff and asks her
name, She answers with a stream of words that he can't understand at first. Then she repeats her name which is:
“Lordandkingandgodtoogiftsandpicturesandvenusdelightful.”

1963 Kristjan's brother Sigurdur goes to the Netherlands to study art. In the winter Kristjan visits him in
Amsterdam, stays for about a month and decides he likes it. During his visit he stays with Sigurdur and his wife
Ineke. Pordur Ben Sveinsson is also in Amsterdam at around this time.

1964 He goes to the USA during the summer and there begins to work on small pictures in a pop-art style.

He spends the winter in Spain. “There was nothing interesting about that visit from an artistic point of view.
It was an enjoyable winter but most of it was spent people-watching and sitting in cafés,” he says in an
interview in the SIM Newsletter 1987.2

1967 Kristjan exhibits to the public for the first time at the UM'67 (Young Artists) show at Laugardalshall in
Reykjavik. He and Pérdur Ben Sveinsson show their joint work “Royal System”.

1968 He meets Solveig Magndsdéttir at the Pjddleikhiskjallarinn dance hall. She is 19 years old at the time and
comes from the village of Vik i Myrdal, south Iceland.
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SOM hopurinn er stofnadur af 8-10 ungum framsaknum listamdnnum sem vilja leida islenska myndlist inn a
nyjar og spennandi brautir. Listhugmyndir peirra eru po olikar innbyrdis og hépurinn markar sér enga samramda,
opinbera stefnu.

Kristjan og Pardur Ben Sveinsson eru sendir dt af drkinni til ad finna hasnaedi fyrir SUM. Bakhis vid Vatnsstig
verdur fyrir valinu og um &ramétin skrifar Kristjan undir hisaleigusamning fyrir Galleri SUM. pad er Kristjan
sem & frumkvadi ad bvi ad myndadur er vinnuhdpur um galleriid og menn leggja fram vinnu og peninga eftir
getu til pess ad koma pvi i framkvamd.

Kristjan segir sidar um félagsskapinn: ,Vid purftum ad gera eitthvad og sumir hofdu meiri trd og adrir minni
trd & ad eitthvad vari hazat ad gera. Vid attum kannski ekkert sameiginlegt nema uppreisnarandann og
hrakholatilfinninguna.™

Asamt fleiri listaménnum i SUM félagsskapnum verdur Kristjan fyrir dhrifum fra pysk-svissneska listamanninum
Dieter Roth sem byr 4 Islandi um har mundir og kynnist m.a. i gegnum hann Konkret poetry og bokinni
sem listformi.

1968 Kristian heldur sina fyrstu einkasyningu & Mokkakaffi. Jén Gunnar Arnason ber i raun abyrgd & henni

bvi hann bokar Kristjan par @n pess ad lata hann vita. Verkin & peirri syningu eru i anda popplistarinnar en mé
bé strax greina i peim tilfinningu listamannsins fyrir einféldun og kerfisbundnum vinnubrégdum sem sidar verdur
eitt hifudeinkenni hans. Kristjdn segir sjalfur um hana: “...mér fannst pad nokkud vel heppnud syning - svona

In the same year the SUM group is founded by eight to ten young avant-garde artists with the aim of leading
Icelandic art down exciting new avenues, However, their individual approaches to art differ and the group draws
up no uniform, public manifesto.

Kristjan and Pérdur Ben Sveinsson are set the task of finding accommodation for SUM. A house on Vatnsstigur
is eventually chosen and around the new year Kristjan signs the lease for Gallery SUM. On Kristjan's initiative
a working group is formed, with members contributing what work and money they can to make the gallery

a reality.

He later says of the group: “We had to do something, but we had varying degrees of faith in the possibility
that we could actually do something. We probably had nothing in common but the spirit of rebellion and a
feeling of homelessness.™

Along with several other artists from the SUM group, Kristjin comes under the influence of the German-Swiss
artist Dieter Roth, then living in Iceland. Through him they become acquainted with Concrete Poetry and the
concept of the book as a work of art.

1968 Kristjan holds his first one-man show at Mokkakaffi in Reykjavik. This is actually Jon Gunnar Arnason’s
doing because he books Kristjan in without telling him. The works shown are in the spirit of pop art but
demonstrate the artist’s feeling for simplification and systematisation, which later form two of his defining
characteristics. Kristjan himself says of the show: “... I thought it went quite well - it was both suitably clever
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