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ODD NERDRUM
Kitschmalarinn

Narski malarinn' Odd Merdrum (f. 1944) hel
ur sérstidu innan samtimalistarinnar, Ograndi
tilfinningaleq livisun verka hans og einard
legar gamaldags vinnuadferdir hala vakid
obeil margra en um leid addaun annarra.
Hann kemur fram zem einn al helstu sagna-
monnum okkar tima, djupsar og alltat sjalfum
ser samkvaemur | malverkum sem  @tid eru |
beinum lengslum vid hans eigid lilshliaup,
Hann hefur skapad sinn eigin takmarkalausa
lima og eigid serslaka landslag,

Utangardsmaduring - s4 sem kys ad
standa il hlidar eda helfur verid hafnad af
samielaginu — hetur verid mikilvegasta vid-
tangselni verka hans

Ograndi ummali Odds 1 fjdlmidium
hafa vakid athygli almennings & honum, A
syningunni mad sia proun hans sem malara fra
midjum niunda aralugnum en serstok ahersla
r 10go-a verk fra sidaslu arum — eda eflir
ad hann gal 01 hina storkandi yfirlysingy um
ad hann verl kitch-malar|

Allt fra pvi Odd Nerdrum kom lyrst
fram arid 1964 nefur hann latid 1 ljos miklar
egfasemdir um madernismann. | stadinn hefur
hann sott fyrirmyndir sinar il ljostakni
Rembrandls og 17. aldar-raunszis Cara-

yaggios. A allunda aralugnum matti finna
felagsiegar 09 politiskar visanir | verkum
hang, en fra niunda aratugnum hata mynd-

irnar fengid & sig godsagnakenndan hjop,
par sem mannyerur reika um eydileg lond
Odd kom 1l -Islands i fyrsta sinn vorid 1986
og fann her yiri asynd pess landslags sem
bjo innra med honum, bar sem morkin  milli
fjarlegrar fortidar, ndlimans og framtida

innar hafa verid leyst upp '

A Tyrri helmingt sidasta dratugar gatti
vaxandi dpreyju og kvida | verkum hans
samband karls og konu proadist yhir 1 hat
romm atok 4 léreflinu, en sidan kom fram
heldur pydari blzr | ljosum og |&tlelkand]
malverkum frd sumrinu 1997,

A undanlorum arum hefur kynferdi og
llkamsferli verid helsta vidfangsefni verka
hans. Tvikynjungur, par sem karl og Kona
blandast | eilt, Kemur vida [ram, Sidla ars
1997 Iysti Odd pwi yiir ad hann heldl kamist
af peirri midurstodu ad hann var kitsch-
malari. Hann telur hinsvegar ad nu hali listin
og kitchid haft hiutverkaskipti. A medan listin
sé fjarleg og gegnsyrd hadi, sé djop alvara i
kitchinu, Einkalifid sé heimavéllur kitching og
bad holdi il einstaklingsins. Odd Nerdrum
hefur bedid gagneynendur sing afsdkunar, b
sem hann hafl n0 komist ad bvi ad hann sig
undir falsku fagoi allan timann sem hann kall-
adi sig listamann,
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Kitsch painter

Ihe Norwegian painter, Odd Nerdrum (born
1844), has a unigue position in coniempo-
rary art. His challenging pathos and unasha-

- medly unfashionable qualities have provoked

some people, .and ‘won -admiralion from
athers: His considerable depth and unwave:
ring consistency have made him one of the
areal storytellers ol our age, with painlings
which are always related to his life. He has
created his own unbounded time dimension,
ard his own lardscape. The outsider — who
keeps his distance or is rejected by sociely
— has been a central theme in. Odd Merdrum's
WOTK

Odd Nerdrum's challenging -statements in
the media have won him a place’in the
public eye. The painlings in this exhibition
demonsirate his development from the mid-
1980s, particularly his most recent works in
which he provocatively fabels himsell as a kitsch
painier,

Ever since his debul In 1964, Merdrum
nas vigorously expressed his doubls about
modernism, Insiead, he has based himsgll
on Rembrandt's light and Caravaggio’s 17th
century realism. His subjects — which often

had social and political themes in the 19705 -

acquirad a more mythical slant in Ihe
19803, with figures reaming lhrough @ des-
olate landscape.: In the spring of 1986, Odd
Nerdrum visited |celand lor the first lime,
discovering a physical expression of thig
inner landscape, in which {he boundarie
belween the distanl past, the present aé
the future are dissolved,

There was growing restlessness and anxi-
ely in his painlings in the early 1990s,
Relations between men and women became
a hostile ballleground, bul therg is a maore
conciliatory spirit in some lighter and more
vibrant works produced in the summer of
1997, -

His theme in recent years has -been gender
and the processes of the human body, seen
in-many works depicting hermaphrodite liqu-
res in which man and woman merge. In lale
1997, Nerdrum declared that he had gradu-
ally come o the conclusion thal he was a
kitsch painter, But he believes that art and
kitsch have changed places today. While arf
is permeated by irony and disassociation,
kilsch rtepresents a profoundly serio
approach. Kilsch is private, appealing to Ib
individual, Merdrum® has apologized [0 his
critics, since he now considers that he was
sailing under a false flag when he described
himself as- an- arlist. :

Tranafation: David Cantas




Kjarvalsstadir eru opnir:

Daglega KI. 10-17
Midvikudaga KIl. 10-19
Adgangseyrir kr. 400

dri borgarar og Gryrkjar kr. 200

apar (10 eda fleiri) kr. 200
¥ngri en 18 ara Gkeypis
Manudagar Okeypis
Leidsbgn:

A Kjarvalsstodum er leifsdgn alla
sunnudaga kl. 15.00.

Hazgt er ad panta leidsdgn fyrir hopa.

Tekid er & moti skdlahdpum alla virka
daga.

Upplysingar og bokanir i sima 552 6131,
eda um netfang: fraedsludeild@reykjavik.is

Leikpattur:

Qamtalshé.ttur Odds Nerdrum: Listveldid
rumflutningur 7. april kl. 16.00 vid opnun

syningarinnar 4 Kjarvalsstédum.

Fyrirlestur i Hafnarhdsinu

26. april ki, 20.00:

Jan Ake Petterson, hofundur béka um Odd
MNerdrum og forstd8umadur Listasafns
Hauga-Vestfold i Ténsberg, Noregi, heldur
fyridestur um prounina i list Odds
Nerdrums.

Syningin er skipulégd i samstarfi
Listasafns Reykjavikur og Kulturhuset i
Stokkhalmi.

Framkvamdastjorm innan Listasafns Reykjavikur:
Symingarstjdri: Eirkur Porliksson

Kynningarstjéri : Soffia Karlsdotti

Umsjén med gerd syningarbaeklings :

Porbjdrg Br. Gunnarsdéttir

Listasafn Reykjavikur vill pakka eftindldum adilum sér-
staklega fyrir veitta adstod vild undirbdning syningarinn-
ar: Jan Ake Petterson, forstddumanni Listasafns
Hauga-Vestfold, Tonsberg,

Margareta Zetterstrdm, safnverdi Kulturhuset i
Stokkhalmi,

HNorska sendirddinu,

Malningarverksmidjunni Horpu h.f.
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Reifabarm, 1982-1205. | sinkasign,

Kulturhuset Stokkholmi, Svipjéd Listasafn Reykjavikur - Gl Holtegaard, Holte, Danmérk
Kjarvalsstadir
27 desember 2000-25 mars 2001 7 april-27 mai 2001 15 jimi-30 agist 2001

Nanari upplysingar: s. 552 6131 eda www.listasafnreykjavikur.is




