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Martin Bigum fick sitt genombrott di fyra danska konstmuseer dren 1997-98 gjorde en samlad presentation av
konstnirens verk frin dren 1991-97, under titeln The Adventures of ART. 1 stora drag en retrospektiv uestillning,
konstnirens unga ilder till trots (£.1966). Utstillningen tickee inte bara in mileri, utan ocksi de andra konstnirliga
uttrycksmedel konstniren arbetar med: installationer, foto- och videokonst samet dikter. Efter detta har man kunnat
stéta pd Bigum s konst pi museiutstillningar och missor i Europa och USA.

Utstiillningen The Homecoming - eller: The Warld According to ART, bestir av 13 verk frin dren 1997-2002. Denna
ging iir det huvudsakligen méleri som visas, och ett urval av konstniirens bista verk. Detta dr forsta gingen som det
girs en stirre samlad presentation av Bigum’s verk for en nordisk publik.

Bide en hemkomst och ett avsked kan spdras i dessa bilder. Publiken ir vitene till ert konstniirlige uppbrote
respektive en ny viig som konstniiren har tagit. For ace ta det sista forst, nimligen avskedet: hela viigen genom
1990-taler, anviinde sig Bigum genomgdende av en figur, nimligen den munkkipeklidde lille mannen ART, som
iir en personifiering av fenomenet "konst”. Detta ir de sista bilderna med ART. ART-figuren har med lien Gver
skuldran och den stora niisan stickande ut frin kipan varit vir guide genom den ena bilden efter den andra.
Konsten har fort oss genom sitt eget universum, antingen fir att ge oss erfarenhet, eller svinga lien en sista ging.

1 en mirklig blandning av allvar och lek, ironi och nirhet, vardag och evigher, ir ART mittpunke i bilder, som
iir mystiska, kiirleksfulla och underhillande. De ir dven kommentarer till en konst som sedan linge dédforklarats,
men inte desto mindre lever i all 6nskvird vilmaga, i dessa bilder.

ART-milningarna representerar The World According to ART- delen av utstillningen. The Homecoming ir da
naturligevis hemkomsten. Denna del av utstillningen behandlar villkoren kring att komma hem till erkinnandet
och att kunna se dess paradoxala dubbeltydighet. Aven om man inte insisterar pd den och uppskarttar den intensiva
skirningspunkten; nir man stir infor faktum och har kapitulerar, finns der ew vigskil. En bildlig och berydelsemissig
odyssé, som kan mana till eftertanke, eller enbart etr 6gonblicks poetisk klarher, framurider for berrakraren.

Bide Martin Bigum och de inblandade museerna énskar rikea ece varme tack till de samlare, offentdiga samlingar
och museer, som bade i Danmark, Sverige, Holland, Tyskland och USA, har stillt sina verk till forfogande for en ling rid.

Géran Christenson Elisaber Haglund Eirikur Thorlaksson
Malmé Konstmuseum Bords Konstmuseum Reykjavik Art Museum - Kjarvalstadir
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Martin Bigum received his breakthrough in 1997 — 1998 when four leading Danish arc museums arranged a joint
presentation of his works from 1991 - 1997 entitled The Adventures of ART. It was largely a retrospective, in spite of
the artist’s young age (born 1966). The exhibition covered not only painting, but also other examples of artistic
expression such as installations, photography and video art, as well as poetry. In the wake of this manifestation
Bigum’s art has been represented in museum exhibitions and at art fairs in both Europe and the US,

The exhibition The Homecoming - or The World According to ART consists of 13 works from 1997 — 2002. This
time it is mainly painting, a selection representing the best of the artist. It constitutes the first time a major a collection
of Bigum’s works has been presented before a Scandinavian audience.

The pictures speak of both a homecoming and a leave-taking. The public is able to witness both an artistic
departure and a new path sought by the artist. To start with the latter, that is to say the leave-taking: throughout the
1990s Bigum consistently used one figure, a little cloaked man, ART - to personify the concepr of art. These are his
last pictures involving ART. The figure, with a scythe over his shoulder and with his large nose sticking out from
under the monk’s hood, has served as our guide from one picture to another. Art has taken us through a universe of
its own, either to offer us new experiences or to wield the scythe once more.

In a strange blend of seriousness and play, irony and proximity, the everyday and the eternal, ART is the center
of pictures that are at one and the same time mystical, loving and entertaining. They are also commentaries on a
kind of art that was declared dead long ago, but which nevertheless is very much alive in these pictures.

The ART paintings represent The World According to ART part of the exhibition. The Homecoming is obviously
precisely that. This part concerns the conditions surrounding “coming home” to acknowledgement and being able
to recognize its inherent paradoxical ambiguity. Whether you insisted on it or appreciated the intensity of this
crucial juncture or not - once it is a fact and you apitulate before it, the road forks. The viewer faces a pictorial and
semantic odyssey that may call for reflection, or just a flash of poetic insight.

Martin Bigum and the museums involved would like to express their gratitude to the many collectors, public
collections and museums — in Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Germany and the US - for their willingness to make
their works available for such a long period of time.

Géran Christenson Elisabet Haglund Eirikur Thorlaksson
Malmé Art Museum Bords Art Museum Reykjavik Art Museum - Kjarvalstadir
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