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Um listamanninn

Asmundur Sveinsson feeddist a Kolssibdum [
Délum 20, miai 1893. Por dlst hann upp vid bistar
asamt ellefu sysikinum. bAN Kolsstadir veeru frarrd
slbdum heimslistarinnar var & heimilinu virding
og hefd fyrir gédu handverki og skar Asmundur
U1 og malad baedi hagnita hiufi og fyrirbcerl sem
hann s6 @ myndum T bksdum. Sem ungur madur
kyninfist Asmundur Islendingastgum, piédstgum
og bj6dtr( sem sidar urdu honum mikilvaeg
uppspretia hugmynda vid listskdpun

Arid 1915, begor Asmundur var 22 &ra ad aldr,
hé&l honn il Reykiovikur og hol nam 1 iréskurdi
hié Rikhardi Janssyni og 1 13nskalonum | Reykjavik
par sem hann lerdi medal annars felkningu hid
bérarni B. Porldkssyni, A% loknu sveinsprofi |
tréskurdi housfid 1919 sigldl Asmundur il
Kaupmannahalnar. bar var hann T leikniskélo
einn vetur en nout einnig tilsagnar hja Viggo Brant
og undirbid af kappl Innltkupeal 1 lisiahaskalo.
Ad lokinni Grsdvil T Danmbrkuy 18 leidin fil
Slokkhélms bar sem Asmundur 16k inntékuprad 1
Listahaskdlann houshid 1920. Bralt fyrir ad
undirbdningur hans veer @ margan hatt Etveegur
hiaut hann inngdngu og stundadi par ndm 1 sex
ar, Adalkennari Asmundar T Stakkh&imi var hinn
pekkli scenski myndhoggvarl Corl Milles,

Namsar Asmundar einkenndust af byvi ad hann
logdi seint of stad inn & pd brout od verdo
listarnodur. Islenskt somfislag pess fima boud ek
upp a masgar fyrimyndie, Adeins orfdir lslendingar
hofdu logt stund & lisindm og enn foerri gert
myndiist od evistarfi, bol med Asmundi hali lengl
biid Kngun 1l pess ad verda myndhdagvari
verdur pvi o feljast edlilegt od ungur plltur Or
Dalunum hafi logt Gherslu d ad verda sér Ofi um
idnmenntun adur en hann hélt 01 & hina dkunnu
braut listarinnar,

Vorid 1926 Gtskrifadist Asmundur fra
Listahéaskdlonum og hél il Parisar bor sem hann
dvaldist ncestu prid arin og lerdi medal annars
hid fronska myndhaggvaranum Despiou. Med

Asmundif fér var kana hans, Gunniridur Jonsditlir,
sem hann haldi gengid od eiga i islandslerd
sumarid 1924, Paris var hdborg listarinnar og
hafdi Asmundur margt pangad od scekjo en ekki
sidur ahrifamiklar voru ferdir sem hann far
Parisararunum sudur fil ialiu og Grikklands.
Asmundur kom aftur helm 1il Islands vorid 1929
effir fiu Gra bisetu erendis

Vid heimkomuna seftist Asmundur ad T Reykjavik
og fekk um tima vinnustalu T gamla
Haoldsvelkraspitalanum | Laugarnesi. Arid 1933
reisti hann sér his vid Freyjegotu, sem nd er pelkdkd
sem Asmundarsolur og hysir Lislasafn ASL A
medan Asmundur bjd par skildu pau Gunnfridur.
Arid 1942 haf hann byggingu kiluhdssins vid
Sigtin og nokkru seinna beetti hann framan vid
hisid piramidunum tveimur. & arunum 1954 -
1958 reisti hann sidan bogaskemmu affan vid
hirsid. Hisin vid Sighin voru heimili og vinnustola
Asmundar alli il doudodogs. bar bj6 hann dsami
seinni konu sinni Ingrid og dotur peirra.

Asmundur var einn af frumkvadlum islenskrar
héggmyndalistar. Honn var @ medal peirra sem
kynntu fyrir Islendingum nija formskrifi T myndlist
20. aldor. Yerkum hans vor ekki alliof jofn vel
1ekid, en med limanum hala pou fest sig 1 sessl
sem ein of biffingarmyndum Islenskrar
sagnahefdar, samfélogs og ndtidru & 20. old,
Verkum hans hefur verid komid fyrir & opinberum
sthdum vida um lond og er pad mjbg | anda
hugmynda Asmundar um ad lislin eigi ekki ad
vera fyrir fda Givalda heldur hiufi of doglegu lifi
allrar alpfdu,

Mestan hiuta ferils sins s6ii Asmundur innbléstur
T islenskar sagnir og piddird en samfélogid og
ymsar ieekniframifaric 20, oldar voru honum einnig
rikuleg uppspretia hugmyndao. Lesa méa O verkum
hans storbrotin form Tslenskrar nattoru par sem
efnismikil, kréftug og stundum dgnandi verkin e
i peim kynjamyndum sem finna ma vida | nathdru
landsins. Pt jardvegurinn sem Asmundur sprofl
i hafi ekki verid sGdur rikulegr myndlisiorhefd
og béndin sterk sem bundu hann islenskri hefd
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Institute in Reykjavik. After completing o
journeyman’s examination in wood carving in
autumn 1919, Asmundur sailed to Copenhagen
There he atlended a drawing school for one year
and also studled with Viggo Bran! and worked
diligently fo prepare himself for studying af an
art academy. After a year's stoy in Denmark he
moved 1o Stackholm, where he pursued to enler
the Royal Academy of Arl in aulumn 1920. Even
though his preparation was rather minimal, he
wus awarded a ploce and studied there for six
years. Asmundur's main instrucior in Slockholm
waos fhe renowned Swedish sculpior Carl Milles,

Asmundur’s study years were charocterized by
his late start onfo the ortistic journey. lcelandic
society of that fime did not offer many role
models. Only o handful of kkelanders hod studied
art and even fewer had made it their career.
Even though Asmundur had long dreamed of
becoming a sculplor, understandably a young
man from weslern Icelond would hove wanied
lo receive certification os a craftsman before
sefting off on the uncerigin rood fo becoming an
arfisi

In the spring of 1926, Asmundur groduated from
orl college and moved lo Paris where he
remained for the subsequent three years,
studying with French sculpior Despiau, amang
others. He wos accompanied by his wife
Gunniridur Jonsdatir, whom he had married
during a Irip to Icelond in the summer of 1924,
Paris af thal time was the cradle of ar and hod
a lot to offer Asmundur. Yet na less important for
him were the frips he took to Holy ond Greece
during his Paris years. Asmundur finally refurned
to Iceland in the spring of 1929, after a len-year
sojourn obrood.

Upon returning, Asmundur sefiled in Reykjavik
and for a fime had a studio in the old leper clinic
in Lovgomes. In 1933 he buill o house on
Freyjugata, which now housas the Art Gallery of
the Icelandic Federalion of Labour. While living
there, he and Gunnfridur divorced. In 1942

Asmundur began building the domed-house af
Siglin and a short while later added the two
pyramids in front of the house, From 1954-59 he
raised a crescent-shaoped studio behind the
house. The houses at Sighin were Asmundur's
home and studio until he died. He lived there
with his second wife ingrid and their doughter.

Asmundur was one of the pioneers of Icelandic
sculplure. He was omong those who introduced
Icelanders fo a new form of art in the 20th century.
His sculptures can be found in public places
thraughaout the couniry, in keeping with his idea
thot art should not be anly for a chosen few but
part of Ihe daily lives of all people.

For the greater part of his career, Asmundur
derived inspiration from lcelandic folk tales and
beliefs, although society and various
lechnological advancements in the 20th century
were also a rich source of ideas. One can see
in his work the grondiose shapes of lcelandic
nature; his massive, powerful and somelimes
threatening sculplures are akin o those strange
forms feund in the londscope. Although
Amender's background was not rich in artistic
tradition and his bonds o icelondic tradition and
history were strong, he nevertheless managed
1o absorb the major influences in infernafional
art in the eardy parl of the 201h century, and af
the same fime give them lcelondic characteristics.

Asmundur passed away in Reykjovik on 9
December 1982, He donated his collection and
his home and studio at Siglin 1o the City of
Reykjovik. There the Asmundur Sveinssan
Museum has been open fo the public since 1983
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Til a8 skoda og reeda

Skodid hwodo efni Asmundur noladi | verk sin og hvemig
elnisval hons breyiist | imans (s

Skodid ba sy sem birlis! & islenskni olpydu 1 verkum
Asmundar

Skodid hvemig Asmundur nolar flata hiuti 1 ob skopa
il lestarveerk

Fyrir fidlskyldur og gesti @ Gllum aldri.

Finnid verkin & syningunint sam aru i leid en einni (gbiu
Hyers vegna eru bou | mbrgum Gigatum og hver er
mitnLirinen & peesm?

Hvod er olik med beim werkum sem er | margum
(igaturm og hinum sem odeins eru i einni? Gatu bau
&l verid | mérgum Oigaium?

Firirib Gk efnin sem Asmundur nofar og roedid hvwemig
efnividurinn mdior verkid, Hvernig vaer 1l dosmis
Vobnsbserinn Or jormi og Andlit sblar or leir?

To discuss and think about

What moterials did Asmundur used in his warks ond
how did his choboe of moterial chonged aver fime

How does Asmundur depicl the leelandic werking closs
In his warks

Examine how Asmundur uses flat fonms to creafe some
ol his sculplures

For fomilies ond guests of all ages

Find works in he mxdhibifion, which are in mdare han one
version Why ore they in many versions and whal s the
difference behwesn the versions?

What is the difference betwean the works thot exst in
many differen versions and those that exist i only one?
Could they all exist in many differant versions?

Find the different materiols that Asmundur uses and
discuss how the materiol shopes the work. How, for
example, would the Walar Carrier look if it were made
oud ol iron and the Foce of the Sun be if it wera made
oul of clay?



Madurinn og efnid

Efnisval Asmundar sinkenndist | upphafi af peim
efnivid sem hendi var neestur @ uppvaxiarGrum
hans @ Istand| en endurspeglar sidarmeir
heldbundid efnisval myndhaggvara aldarinnar
Sem ungur madur skar Asmundur i iré
samkveem| islenskri handverkshedd. Auk hins
heidbundna Gtskurdor matadi hann i leir og
steypu og ma segja od pa begor hofi hann valld
einividinn Gifrd hugmyndinni. Sem nemandi Carls
Milles i Stokkhalmi g & Porisordrunum 1okst
hann & vid hefding, métadl og hio | stein,

Eftir a8 Asmundur sneri aftur 11l Islands gerdi
hann iMid of pvi 0d hoggva i stein. Fram a sjotia
aratuginn einkenndust verk hans of pelri
Wfinningu sem skapast T verkum sem
listamadurinn matar eigin hindum, Medhéndiun
listamannsins & efninu verdur od veigamikium
hluta skbpunarverksins, hugmynd og medferd
efnis méta endanlega mynd pess. Pegor keid a
fimmita Gratuginn vard rymid velgameir patur i
verkum Asmundar. Honn 16k pd o vinna [ iré
ad nyju auk hinna efnismikiu leirverka.

A sitita aratugnum urdu straumbvir i list
Asmundar begar hann uppgthved] jGrmid, b 1ok
hann af sjéda saman malma og odro hluti sem
honn safnodi og noladi i eda ekki breyila. Vid
petta vk hlutveruleikinn og veegi rimisins i
verkunum vard ce meira, Verkin fiorlcegdust fifren
form peirra efnismiklu verka sem Asmundur hafdi
motad elgin hendi og einkenndust af formraenum
visunum T islenska ndtdru. Undir ok starfscevi
sinnar sneri honn sér svo aftur af pvi o higgva
i shein en nd voru vidlangsefni hans ekki filvisanic
1 Klossiska held heldur ldgstemmad filbrigdi vid
néttdrulegt form steinsins.

Man and Material

In the beginning, Asmundur’s choice of material
was much like that which wos closest ol hand
while he was growing up in lcetand, Later it
reflected the traditional material used by cenfury
sculpfors. As a young man, Asmundur procliced
woodcandng according to the lcelandic
craftsmanship tradition. In addition o this he
shoped works out of clay ond concrefe, choosing
material to serve his ideas. As o student of Carl
Milles in Stockholm, and during his years in Paris
he worked in trodifional material, molded and
chiselled in stone,

Alter refurning fo lceland, Asmundur abandoned
stone chiselling for the mos! parl. Up unfil the
19505, his work waos characierised by the feeling
evoked when an arfist has shoped the sculpture
with his own two hands. The handiing of the
miterial by the arist becomes an imporiant part
of the work; the concept and the freaiment of the
material shope its final form. As the 19405
progressed, spoce played an increasingly
imporiant part in Asmundur's arf. Af that time he
began working with wood again, os well as
crealing his massive cloy sculplures.

There was o watershed in Asmundur's art in the
19505, when he discovered iron. He began
walding together metals os well as other objects
that he collected and used in their original form,
ar slightly altered, The works moved closer loa
pure absiraction ond the emply spoce within the
waorks became more imparfant. The work
became removed from the massive forms of the
sculptures that Asmundur shaped with his own
hands and were characlerized by references 1o
Icelondic nature. Towards the end of his carrier
he once again fumed to slone chiselling, although
now his subjects were not references to a
classical fradition but rather quiel varialions on
the natural shope of the slone,



Opnunarfimi | Asmundarsafni
mai-september 10-16 og okldber-april 13 -16
Opnunarfimi @ Kjarvalssigdum

og | Halnarhdsi allo doga 10-17

Adgangumidinn gildir samdegurs 16l hisin
Hoegt er of panta leidstgn um siningar |

ssmundarsofnl, Upplysingar i sima 590 1200

Asmundur Svelnsson Sculpiure Museum
Asmundarsafn is open Moy-Sepl. 10 am-4 pm
and Dctober-April 1 pm-4 pm

Kiarvalsstadir and Hafnarhusid

ore open every doy from 10 om =5 pm

The entrance ticke! is valid the same day
for all three museums

Guided tours ore avallable upon regueas!

Lisdazafn Reyijovikur £ The Beykjoak Ar Museurr

warey [151

LISTASAFN REYRJAVIKUR
REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM



