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‘Terra Firma/Terra Incognita’

Terra Firma/Terra Incognita” setur spumingammerki vid
hefébundinn skilning okkar & landslagi. A pessari syningu
er ad finna nokkrar radir teikninga sem allar leitast vid
ad kanna hugmyndina um landslag, hvort sem pad er
raunverulegt eda imyndad,

A medan &g starfadl sem gestalistamadur | Breska
Sendiradinu | Reykjavik, einbeitti #g mér ad teikningum
par sem basdi var horft "Gt 4 vid® & sjalft landslagid og
“inn & vid® & hugsanaferlin & bakvid hina sjonranu
skynjun. Pessar teikningar eru blanda af litlum
vatnshitaskissum og stuttum textum. (Mynd 1, 4 forsidu)

magermynd I Tate Madern, Londan

Pegar &g kom til Bretlands & ny sameinadi ég pessa
afdferd vid dhuga minn & pvi hvernig skynjun okkar &
landslagi er métud af ségu landslagslistaverka sem
komin eru saman 4 listasdfnum og myndlistarsyningum,

| Desember 2002 gerdi ég fyrstu teikningarnar |
myndardd minni af virtum listastofnunum. (Mynd 2)

Terra Firma/Terra Incognita’ questions a fived under-
standing of landscape. This exhibition brings together
several series of drawings that explore the
notion of landscape, real or imagined,

While Artist-in-Residence at the British Embassy in
Reykjavik | made drawings that simultaneously
attempted to look "out’ at landscape and ‘in' at the
thought process behind the visual experience, These
drawings took the form of small watercolour sketches
and short texts. (Image 1- front cover)

When | returned to the United Kingdom | combined

this working process with my interest in the way that

our perception of landscape is shaped by history of
landscape art that is consolidated in museums, gallery
collections and exhibitions.

In December 2002 | made the first of what was to become
a series of drawings from major art institutions; (image 2)




A pessari mynd er kafad ofan | pad hvernig folk horfir &
Gtsyni, Sionlinur eru dregnar | gegnum Landslagid bvers
og kruss yfir myndfltinn. Pessi vinna hélt svo afram it
fitilda annarma listastofnana, par & medal | AG.0. Toronto
{Mynd 3), Guggenheim listasafninu, Feneyjum, Tate 51
Ives og i Listasafni Reykjavikur.

The process of looking across the vista is tracked and
traced in this drawing, where sight lines through the
landscape are mapped out across the picture plane, This
waork has been continued at a number of other galleries
which include the A.G.0. Toronto, (Image 3} the
Guggenheim Museum and Gallery, Venice, Tate 5t. hves,
and Reykjavik Art Museum.

A pessan simingu er einnig a8 finna r&A tefkninga par sem
linur landakorta eru dregnar upp og pau hannig endurgerd
sem baedi myndir og lithie skGlptarar. Pessar tetkningar
gefa i skyn ad landakort sé | grunninn fodraen mynd; vid
getumn ekki fylldega upplifad landslagid sem pad Ksir. Pessi
rannsokn min sameinar pad hvernig vid notum myndmal
til a8 &tta okkur | umbverfi ndtimans auk bess sem hin
kannar eiginleika sjalfrar teikningarinnar, svo sem hvemnig
einfold lina er endurtekin | pennatellningum (Myndir 485)
" og | teikningum af bvi myndrymi sem birtist okkur a
 siorvarpsskjinum,

The exhibition afso includes a series of tracings from maps
that have been re-made into both images and small
sculptures. These drawings suggest that a map is funda-
mentally a poetic image; we cannot totally experience the
actual landscape they describe. This study combines the
way we attempt to use visual language to orientate
ourselves in the contemporary environment and explores
properties of dravving itself, such as the single line repeated
in the pen and ink drawings (images 4&5) and in drawings
of pictorial space from television images,

Catrin Wbster, March 2004
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