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I endurminningum sinum segir myndhéggvarinn
Einar Jonsson & einum stad ad skijoborgir séu
beer alira porfustu byggingor sem madur reisir’.
Draumsymin um borging og streena molun hennar
var pessum frumherja islenskrar hggmyndalistar
oforlega T huga enda voru arkitektir og myndlist®
iBulega tengd orofa bandum | verkum hans.

Fréy pvi od Einar reisti his sift & Skalavirduholti og
sefti from sinar hugmyndir um métun skipulogs 6
heoktin umtwerfis hofia Gir islenskir myndlistarmenn
kosid od vinne med hina Oidpisku hefd” | skipulogi
bargao, sem pbo er vel pekid listform join! innan
arkitekiirs og myndlistor, Umredur um fogurfraedi
og listreen gildi & pessu svidi hafo pvi midur verid
faar og farid hijdi,

Ein mikilvaeg undantekning fra bessu er Pardur
Ben Sveinsson. Hann var einn of brautrydjandum
niyrrar hugsunar i islensku listalifi & sjounda
aratugnum m,a. med gjfrningum og Gdrum
listreenum framkvcemdum, sem pétiu einsioklega
beinskeytiar 0g ollu mikiu fodraloki,

Fyrir um aldarfjrdungi hilt Pordur Ben minnisiceda
syningu um hugmyndir sinar um Reykjovik, par
sem flugvollorsveedinu | Yatnsmirinni var m.a.
breyit T aldingarda og aevinljraheima, par sem
hin mannlega tikvist var tekin fram fyrir porfie valo
og fararicekjo. Par kynnti hann 1 fyrsta sinn
hugmyndir sinar um nfja tegund borgarbyggdar
g bygaingarlistar sem matodist af adsiedum o
Islandi, nattiru landsins og menningu.

Ord eins og lofikastalar og skyjoborgir voru 4
sinum fimao notud il od lisa tilldgum Pordar Ben
ad nirri Reykjovik: Peim ummaelum er best od
svara med lilvisun | pou ord Einos Jénssonar sem
eru nednd hér od ofan um ad draumsynin vaeri
reynd hin allra hagnftosio af Gllum skipulogs-
Geetiunum. Einfaldlega vegna pess od ef hugsunin
um sva mikilsvert menningarmil sem midlun borga
bygair ekki 4 storhuga listreenni sin & samiglag
og umhverfi, pd hafa hin smaeri feknilegu og
hognitu Otcersluoiridl skipulogsins 1 raun engan
fastan grunn il ad byggja 4.

bérdur Ben hefur um aratuga skeid boid i
byskalondi og ekki fekid mikinn patl i islensku
listalifi. Sidustu misser hefur hann engu ad sidur
leitt hugann mitg od proun Reykjovikurborgar,
ekki sis! T kjdifor oukinnar almennrar umnedu um
skipulogspriun borgarinnar, A bessari syningu i
Listasafni Reykjovikur gefur od lila nfjustu
frampréun | hugmyndum listamannsing um borg
nattdrunnor. Markmid hans med syningunni er
af) benda & pou djipu og olgerandi ahrif sem
skipulag bergarinnar hefur @ pod semfélag sem
hon fdstrar. Pod er einnig von listomannsins -
sem og Listosofns Reykjovikur - od siningin megi
verda mikilveegt innlegg | umraeduna um framfid
borgarmenningar og borgarumbverfis d islandi,

Eirfkur Porldksson,.
Forstddumadur Listasafns Reyigavikur



INTRODUCTION

In a passage in his memioir, the icelandic sculptor
Einar Jansson states that costles in the air are the
“most important buildings that one can make”
The vision of the city and its arfisfic formation wos
dear fo the heart of this pioneer in lcelandic
sculpture, ond there was an unbreakoble bond
betweaen architecture and graphic ar in his work.

Since Einar buill his house on Skalavérduholt in
Reykjavik, and presented his ideas on planning
for the sumounding area, not many lcelandic arfists
have chosen o work within the "Liopian Trodition®
in urban planning, even though it is a renowned
art form, both within the field of archifecture and
graphic ort. Discussions on oesthelics and artistic
value within this field hove unforfunatety been few
and haove largely gone unnoficed.

One important exception from 1his is bordur Ban
Syeinsson. He was one of the pioneers in o new
school of thought on the lcelandic art scene in the
sixties, e.g. with performances, happenings. and
ofher arlistic endeavours thol were considered o
be extremety o the point and coused some stir.

& guarter of a century ago, Pérdur Ben held a
memorable exhibilion on his ideos on Reykjavik,
where the airport in fhe Vatnsmirl was transformed
inte orchords and wonder-worlds, where humaon
existence was fovoured instead of the needs of
machines and vehicles. This wos the first fime he
presented his ideas of a new type of urban
development and archileciure which was
fashioned ofter lcelondic conditions, based on the
countries noture and cullure

Phrases like “costles in the air” and *pipe dreams*
wire used af the fime fo describe Pordur Ben's
propositions for o new Reykjavik. Those cormments
ore best onswered with the words of Einar Jénsson
quoled above, that vision is in foct the most
practical of all development planning, simply
becouse if the ideas of such on important cultural
[ssue as the development of cities are not based

on a grond arfistic vision of sociaty and the
environment, the smaller fechnical and practical
implementation of the plonning can nol gain solid
ground,

pardur Ben hos lived in Germany for decodes and
has not been involved to a in the Icelondic ar
scena fo a greal extent, In the past years he has,
nevertheless, been very interested in the
development ol Reykjovik, especially in the wakea
of increased public discussion on planning
developments of the city. This exhibition in the
Reykjovik Art Museum displays the lolest
developments in the orfist's ideas on Urban Nature,
His oim with this exhibition is fo point out the deep
and decisive influence that urban plonning has
on fhe society fhe city harbours, it is olso the orfist’s
—and the museum’s — hope that the exhibition
will be an importan! inpul inta the discussion of
the future of urban culture in Iceland.

Eirfkur borlgksson,
Director, Reykjavik Art Museum



BORG NATTURUNNAR

Frumdriéig od annarri borg

Frumdriigin syna borg sem er 1 hiutféllum og
uppseiningu hildsteed nitjdndu aldar borginni,
eins og vid pekkjum t.d. fra Stokkhalmi og
Koupmannaohtifn, Amsterdam og Paris. betta
er borg sem péllir, blandar og drvar, -
borgarumhverli sem G ad styita leldir, oudveldo
doglega syslu og vera hentugl 1l félagslegs
samneylis 0g menningarkegs s | skapandi
oq fallegu umhverfi

Stodsetning borgarinnar og umfang

Borgin @ ad stonda 4 gomia flugvallarsicedinu
frdd Hringbraut 1 nordri ad Fossvogl i sudrd, frd
haskalasveadi | vesir yiir Oskjuhlid ad
Fossvogsbolni | auslri. Sveedid er u.p.b. 1.5 x
2.0 km ad steerd og 6 ad hysa, begar borgin
er fullgerd, um hundrod pisund Tboa, dsamit
piénustu og stofnunum borgarlifsing.

Myndreen einkenni

Borgin er eins ag eyjo 01 af fyrir sig. Hon ris
eins og klettabelli sunnan Hringbrautar, sirceh
hennar eru eins og nattarugl|Gfur sem liggjo
um borging og opnast inn a svid torga. Byggdin
er ad jolnadi fjdrar til sex haedir, A stiku stad
risa turnhysi svipad og kirkjulurnor gera hér
o par i evrdpskum borgum og bera hdhysin
fogurircedileg einkenni pess hverfis sem pou
risa or

Borgin @ ad vera einskonar fromhold slenskrar
nattiru, med einkennum hennor og
stemmningurm, nd sem menningarumiverfi
Streeti og forg, eins og hverfin, eigao fyrirmyndir
sinar | einkennum nattdrunnar: eldfjollohvert,
hraunhwverfi, hverfi sanda og fidru, giljo og
glitfra, eins og hverfi hamra og kletto eda
hwerfi sikjo og tjorna




Uppradun og kerfi streeta og forga er hugsad
medal annars fil ad myndo falleg sjdnarhom
og myndraznt samhengi, listraen afkdst sem
eiga ad setjo borging a svid. Verkefnid ber
fitilinn Borg ndtidrunnar sem er listraent
markmid verkefnisins

Hin innri borg

Hin innri borg er sérsiok islensk stofnun og
gegnir, eins og siki Feneyjo og Amsterdam
gera fyrir per borgir, dkvednu hlutverki. HOn
er myndud af netl mismunandl ylstreeta,
glerjud sirceti og lorg, sfigar og sund, gardar
og vinjar, sem mynda innri borg. Yistraatin
eiga fatt sameiginlegl med
verslunarmidstédvum . Pau mynda opinbar
syeedi, goilur og torg. sem hala ndiiruna eins
oqg il ad mynda gljifur og gil od fyrirmynd
Ylstraetin eru bvi net gljdfra full of nattoru med
sandgalium, kletium, gridn og rennandi voini

og mynda samiengt innra sveedi borgarinnar
med adgangi ad allr pjdnusiu og
stofnununum borgarlifsins.,

Stér ylstreeti og midtorg peirra eru opinber
sveedi sem lengjo hafudattir borgarinnar, Pou
eru reisuleg og ha, med slipudum golfum,
verslunum kvikmyndahosum, leikhOsum
matsiédum, adgongi od versiunarmidsidvum
o0.5.frv

| Kjollara undir gélium helstu yistroeta sem
lengja héfudattir borgarinnar, fara |&tfir
rafvagnar, ekki olikir vignum sem birlast okkur
a golivalium, hljodlitlir, & nokkrum mindtum
frét einum hluta borgorinnar til annars og
tengja hana T innri heild

pa&rdur Ben Svelnsson




URBAN NATURE

Framework of a New City

The frameawork depicts a city which in
proportion and configuration corresponds fo
a nineteenth century city, such as seen in
Stockholm aond Copenhagen, Amsterdom and
Paris. If is o city that consolidates, mixes and
stimulates, an urban environment, which Is
mean! 1o create shorlcuts, facilitate daily
pperafions, and fo be practical for sociol
meefings and cullural life in a stimulating and
beauliful environment.

Location of the City and Scope

The city sholl be located in the old oirport area,
from Hringbraut in the north to Fossvogur bay
in tha south, from the Univarsity area in the
wes!, over the Oskjuhlid hill and to the bottom
of Fossvogur bay to the east, The area
measures approximately 1.5 x 2.0 km and will
accommadate around one hundred thousand

people when the city is complete, including
the services and insfitufions of urban life

Graphic choracteristics

The city is like on island. It rises like crags
south of the Hringbraut, its’ streels are like
natural canyons that criss-cross the city and
open onto plozzas. The buildings are typically
four to six storeys high. Here and there towers
stratch into the sky, similar fo the church-spires
of European cities, and the high-rises convey
the characteristics of their districts

The city is meaant to be a sort of continuafion
of Icelandic nature, conveying its alfributes
and atmospheres as a cultural environment.
Streets and piazzas, like the districts, are
prefigured on notural phenomena: a volcanic
district, o lava district, a district of sand and
bpeach, conyons and gorges, and districts of
cliffs and crags or districts of canals and
ponds




The organization and plan of sireets and
piazzas is intended fo creale beautiful views
and picluresque contexd, aristic performance,
which is meant fo stage Ihe city. The project is
called Urban Nature, which is the artistic goal
of the project

The Inner City

The inner city is a unique Icelandic instilution
and has, like the canals of Venice and
Amslerdam for those respective cities,

o particular role. It constifules of a net of
differant warmsireets, glass-rooled streels and
piazzas, lanes and closes, gardens and oases,
which creale an inner city. The warmsireels
have litile to do with malls. They are public
areqgs, sireets and piozzaos that are based on
natural phenomena like canyons and gorges.
The warmsireats are theralore a nel of canyons
full of nature, with sand flooring, rocks, growth
and gushing water, and creale an
interconnected inner area of the city with occess
to all services and urban institutions

Large warmsireets and their centre squares
are public areas that connect the four cardinal
paoints of the city, They are elegant and fall,
with sanded floors, shops, cinemas, theotres,
restourants, access fo shopping cenfres elc
In the basemen! under the floors of the main
warmsireets, which connect the four cardinal
points, light electric vehicles, not unlike the
carls seen on golf courses, travel silently ina
few minutes from one part of the city to another,
and thus create a connecled whole

bardur Ben Sveinsson




Opnunarfimi T Hafnarhisi og &
Kjarvalsstédum alla daga 10-17.
Opnunartimi T Asmundarsalni
mal-september 10-16 og okidber-
april 13-16,

Adgongumidinn gildir samdegurs
i all hisin. Allo sunnudoga ki, 15
er dkeypis leidstgn 1 Halnarhdsinu,

Hafnarhus ond Kjarvalsstodir are
apen every doy from 10 am-5 pm,
Asmundur Sveinsson Sculpture
Museum - Asmundarsain is open
May-Sept. 10 am-4 pm and
Octaber-April 1| pm-4 prn,

The enfrance ticket is valid the same
day for all three museums. Guided
tours ore avoiloble upon reguest,

Listamannsspjall verdur | Holnorhisinu sunnudoginn Sérstakar bakkir ¢ Spaciel mapks
23, jondar ki 15, Porbur Ben Sveinsson onnast letdsogn
urm syninguno og roedic efni hennar vid gesti

A Gallery Talk will be ot Halnarhus on Sunday Jonuary 23 at 3 pm,
The artist pGrdur Ben Sweinsson leods a four of the exhibilion. In icelondic

Malping verdur | Hofporhisinu supnudoginn . Febriar ki 13 - 16, Borgin = Minnisvardi menningar
Fiallad verdur um bargarskipulog og Borging sem menningarfyricboerd. Holdid | samstard] vid Reykjoikur
akademiuna

Confarance at Hafnarhus Sunday February 6 al | pm. 1o 4 pm. Tha City - A Monument of Culture
A conlerence exploring the city as a culfural phenomenon. In colicboration with the Reyikjavik Acodemy
Inlcalandic

il
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