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"This book introduces the art of lcelandic

it Gudon Bjamason who studied

archilecture in the United

bafore returning to loeland and

g his first misjor sola exhibition at

i, the Raykjavik Art Museum,

Since then his work has featured

fifty eshibitions in lceland, the

ad Siates, Britein, Norway, Denmark,
n, and recently in France in connection

h the cultural cities of Europe.

i e produced a semi-retrospective
entitled EXploding MEaning —
aivis work of Gudjon Bjarnasen, al
lion of the: Reykjavik Art Museum

us ~ a multi-media axhibit which
calliboratively conceived with other
ot inernational ar institutions

painiing and in sculpture

 maulti-media installations.

has developed a unique
order, understanding

ce, as well as raising

questions about the
of s, its magning, function
anl, andience displacement
ure course of artistic efforta.

& marked shift took place in

as he started o experiment

i stoel sculplures that were
axploded using dynamite

g method hi has now continued

to expand on for close to a decade. The
resulting work was first shown in &
large-scale solo show in the Nordic Housa
annual summer axhibition in

Reykjavik in 1998,

His exploded steel sculptures,
accompanied by paintings, various texls,
photographs and documeantary video
projections and recent architectural
projects have aftracied attentions on
both sides of the Atlantic and will be
exhibited In two solo museum exhibils in
Maw York, in the Snug Harbar Museum,
an affiliate of the Smithsoman Institute,
and iIMaCA, the International Museum of
Contemporary Ar, before continuing 1o
further destnations.

The book's ceniral essay is a critical
assesament of Bjamason's work by
Richard Vine, art writer and manging editor
of Art in America, in addition to shorter
commants by almost thirty others, mainky
art or architecture professionals as well as
an mtarview with the artst.

The chapters of the book cover various
aspects of Bjamason's output and present,
for the firsl time, a coberant overview of
his arl in the kst decade and a half.

Introduction

AFsgresgy HUGeunar I

Inngangur

| pessari bok gefst tekifmri il ad kynnast
verkum Gudjons Bjamasonar sem nam list
g arkitekiur | Bandrikjunum en sneri sidan
aftur haim til islands og setti upp fyrstu
Btoru einkasyninguna & Kjarvalsstédum
iirid 1990. Sitan ba hafa verk hans verid
3 neestum fimmitiu syningum a lslandi,

i Bandarikjunum, Bretlandi, Moragi,
Danmirku, Spani og njlega | Frakkland i
tengslum vid menningarborgir Evrapu,

MO hefur hann setl upp syninguna
LAFsprengi HUgsunar — sprengiverk
Gudpons Bjamasonar” | bodi Listasafns
Reykjavikur, Hafnarhisi. Symingin nytic
ymsa midla og er unnin | samstarfi vid
adrar alpjodlegar lstastainanir,

Budjon hefur unnid baedi malverk og
higgmyndir og nd nylega innsetningar |
jymsa midla. Hann hefur préad sérstedan
gjonranan siil sem dregur fram spennu
milli areidu og regly, skilnings og
framprounar, og spyr aleitinna spuminga
um samhengi listarinnar og merkingar
hennar, hlutverks og umhverfis, hlidrun
ahorfenda og framtid listreens starfs,

Aridd 1996 urdu umskipti | fist Gudjons
pegar hann héf tilraunic med stéra
stalskilptira sem hann sprengdi med
dinamiti en pad vinnulag hefur hann ni
vidhaft | nestum aratug. Afrakstur pessarm
filrauna saust fyrst & storm einkasymingu i
Morrmna hisinu pd um sumarid.

Sprengdir sthlskalptorar hans dsamt
muilverkum, ymsum textum, [bemyndum
og myndbéndum, auk nybegra
arkitekturverkefna, hafa vakid athygli
beggja megin Atlanishafsing og verda
haldnar tveer sinkasyningar | sdfnum |

Mew York — | Snug Harbor Museum sem
er tengd Smithsonian-safninu og i iIMoCA,
the Infernational Museum of Conternporary
Ar, adur en paar fara vidar,

Maegintexta békannnar skrifar Richard Vine,
[estrymir og ritstjdri At in America, an par
er yhirkil yfir ferl Gudidns og framlag has il
samiimalista og gresningar & madguleikum
myndlstar og arkitekiirs & okkar dégum,
Pa eru | bokinm siyltr textar eftir & pridis
tug annara sem unnid hafa med Gudjoni
eda fiallad um [ist hans auk vidtals vid
listamanninn. | kéflum bokarinnar er tekid &
ymsum hlidum i héfundarverki Gudjons og
birtist hér i fyrsta sinn alhlida framsatning &
starfi hans sidlasta einn og halfa aratug.



Christianity, crucifixion, balance, sword, crossing
roads, double cross, crosses out, being crossed,
cross-eyed, cross-references, horizontal-vertical,
north-south, Malevich, Mondran’s paintings towart
abstraction, military target, destination, demarcatio
choice, affirmation and signature for the illiterate,
danger-waming sign, Reinhardt, avoidance, poison
closure, manual vampire defense and lying sign
against truth and promise, glistening stars and
comets, good luck, destination end, red cross, blue
cross, Scandinavian flags ... etc. etc.

Kristni, krossfestingin, jafnvaegi, svero, vegamot,
|6drétt og larétt, norour og sudur, Malevich,
malverk Mondrians i att ad afstraksjon, skotmark
i hemadi, afangastadur, afmorkun, val, stadfesting
og undirskrift hinna éskrifandi, varad vid haettu,
Reinhardt, frahvarf, eitur, lokun, hendur notadar il
ad verjast blodsugum og lygaramerki til a0 verjasi
sannleikanum og loforoum, sindrandi stjomur,
heppni, raudi krossinn, fanar Nordurlanda ... o.s.frv
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