


Helgi Gislason
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Helgi gengur lengra og nitir sér samspil pessara midia
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| 1agrmyndum sinum er Helgl irdr peim himanisma
sam hefur verkd leidarljos hans um arobil. Pod er ek
yiri raurveruleiki, ekld hid beldjanlego og naeraeko,
sem hann leflor effir. Heldur eru pod formreen og
filfinningaleg tengsi vid mannveruna sem hann noer
fram, gjorman med pvi ad gefa formunum hreyfingu og
sjéifstcett Bf. Sialfur hefur listamaBurinn galid il kynna
hwernig honn sér hiut umhverfising | myndunum og
hvernig hann leetur pad 1id filvist einstoklingsins.

Modurinn er hvorki st né smiar Tedli sinu, hann er
cevinlega hiufi hefldar, Steerd hans, eda smaed malast
af peim hlutvarulaika sem hann er matadur vid. Eg veli
fyrir mér pversbgninni, od ndlegd mannsins sé hvad
sterkust | fjarveru hans, od filvist hans markist Bdru
fremur of hugsun hans og gidrdum, pvi er hid figiratifa
ad finna T ummerkjum hans og peirm umgjtrd sem
hiann byr sér | samféloginu.®

Helgi Gislason foeddist 1947 og stundodi ndm vid
Myndlisia- og hendidaskala Islonds frd 1965-70 og
sidan vid Valand listahaskolonn | Goutaborg 1971-76.

Hafpdr Yngvason
Safnstidri
Listasaln Reykjovikur

Helgi Gislason

Helgi Gisloson is best known for his bronze sculplures,
which have been exhibited widely in lceland and
abrood, He hos hod several private shows, including
three of Kjorvalsstadir, and parficipated in group
exhibitions throughout Scandinavia and Germany.
Amang his many monumental public sculptures are
prominent works af the Cenfral Bank of iceland and
Fossvogur Church

The current exhibition presents recent sculplural
refief in the front gollery of Kjarvalssiodir, where fhe
sunrays flow freely through 1he large windows and
play on the sculplural forms. The relief is related to
drowing, which is o medium that Gislason has used

extensively, but also to sculpture, As Gislason poins
oul, in his chorodieristicolly confemplotive manner,
sculptural relief *treads a narrow path between the hwo
dimensional and fhe three dimensional.” The forms of
o refief profrude and cost shadows, just as sculptural
forms do. Arfists have commonly used relief to give life
1o drawings by bringing them ino the third dimension.
The relief is then nuriured by the drawing. Gislason
goes furiher and makes the most of the relationship
between thesa two media, drawing and sculpture.

He maokes the drawing shape the spoce of the picture.
“In these works,” he hos said, 71 like fo give the relief the
drawing of the pencil. To me, graphite is a malerial jus!
like plaster”

When working in refief, Gislason is frue fo the
humanism that has guided his work for yeors. Itis not
fhe exterior appearance, not fhe known and common
reqlity thal he aims for. Ralher, it is the inferior relafion
between forms and emolions that he capiures, offen by
giving the forms movement and independent ife. The
arfist himself hos indicated how he sees the role of the
environment in his work and how he mokes if express
indnidual existence.

“Man is neither lorge nor small in himself: he is always
o part of o whole. His largeness or smallness is
determined by 1he scale of his physical erwvironment.

| contemplole the paradox that man's presence is
strongest in his absence; that his existence is morked
beyond all by his thinking ond actions, You find the
figure: in his froces and in the social framewaork.®

Helgi Gislason was born in 1947 He studied af the
Icelondic College of Arts ond Crafts from 1965 10 1970
and ol fhe Valand University of Arl in Gothenburg,
Swaden, from 197110 1976

Haffdr Yngvason
Director
Reykjovik Art Museum
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Sunnudog 16, september ki, 15.00 Sunday 16 Seplember 15:00
Listamannsspjall Artist's Talk
Helgi Gisloson lekur it 1 leidstgn um syninguna. Helgi Gislason joins o guided tour of the exhibifion,
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