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Hreinn Fridfinnsson

Hreinn Fridfinnsson er einn fremsh myndlistarmadur
piddarinnar, Verk hans einkennast aof neemi og létlelka
0 eru kunn fyrir ljodreenan on sem hefur pou yfir oft
hwersdogsleg vidfangselnl og efnivid, Hrelnn natar
[fasmyndun og telkningu auk skilplirs og innseminga
A bessari siningu e verk fra upphofi ferilsing fram &
okkar dag

Verk Hreins bla yiir svipudu neemi og verk myndlisiar-
manna eins og Bas Jon Ader, Giovanni Anselmo,
Guilio Paolind, Robert Smithson og Richard Long. bR
ndlgun peirra 5& dlik eru peir samitimamenn, foeddir
@ fjrda og immta arotugnum elns og Hreinn. Verk
peirra folla undir fitibreytia fiokia myndlisiar sem
synir marghbreyini peirra vidhoria sem finna ma i
verkum Hrains, Heegl er od graing vark Hreins sem
konseptlistoverk, od bvi levli ob drifkrafiur pedrmo er
hugmyndin, eda sem arfe povera vegna notkunor
hans d hversdogslegum hlutum; mérg verkin maeti lita
@ sem berstripud eda minimalisk og sum Ofilistoverk
hans ma sjd sem deemi um jord- edo londlist

Matiran er [ veigamikiu hiutverk | verkom Hreins.
Hann &ist upp a béndobaz, & fimmia og sioita

Seven Times, 1978 / 79

dratugnum, T lilkomumiklu istensku londslagl. A0

eigin sogn er dmogulegt ad greina hann sialian frd
londsloginu, pad erilikoma hans og sl Upplifun hans
i cesku af gridarlegum Gbyggdum og takii beirra liggur
fil grundvaliar pegar skiljo skol verk hans

TiGningarmdti hans, sem undirsirikadur er af harfinni
kimini, einkennis! of endurtekningum, draumum,
piddsagum, sitnblekkingum og hinu yiimattirulega
Hrelnn nodar pessi vidfangsedni i leit ad jofngildi hiuta
A bessari syningu er il demis ekkert verk Soru fremea
oda | odalhlutverki. Pass 1 stod erum vid stodd T midju
dreifdrar veraldrar par sem aherslur eru jofnar og
undur einfaldrar uppgéhunar er filefni il fognadar

Hreinn foeddist drid 1943 4 Bae | Délunum

Hann skipadi sér i framyvardasvel islenskra
framirstefnulistornanna pegar hann 16k patt i stofnun
SUM hapsins arid 1965 Snemma a difunda Gratugnum
flutti hann 1il Amsterdam par sem hann hefur boid og
starfod sidan

Pessi syning er unnin 1 somstarfi vid Serpentine Gallery
iLandon og listemanninn Olaf ERasson. Simingarstiér
er Kitty Scolt




Hreinn Fridfinnsson

Hreinn Fridfinnsson is one of iceland's leading arists
His ort is celebrated for its lyricism that franscends
fhe ofien commonploce subject matier ond materials
he uses, Fridfinnsson’s praciice encomposses
photogrophy and drawing as well as sculpture and
instalbation. His works are linked, however, by o

commaon sensibility ond lightness of touch

Fridfinnsson’s work shares o similar sensibility 1o that
of o number of different arlists, including Bas Jan Ader,
Giovanni Anselmo, Glulio Poolinl, Robert Smithsan
and Richard Long, Though dislinctly different in their
opproaches, all of thern were born, like Fridfinnsson

in the 19305 ond 40s and the dversity of calegories
into which their work folls demonsirates the multiplicity
of affffudes present in Fridfinnsson’s work. It could be
charoctersed as conceptual, in the sense thal if ks
ideas driven, or as Arle Povera in its use of everyday
materiats; much of it might be considered siripped
down or Minimalist and some of his ouldoar projects

can be seen os examples of earthworks or Land Ar

The natural world is ceniral fo Fridfinnsson's practice
He grew up in the magnificence of the lcelondic
countryside, ona farm in the 1940s and 505, He soys i
Is impossible 1o separate himsell from the londscape:
it s in his body and part of his psychologicol mokeup.
The early experence of o vast unpopuloted londscape
and its rhwthms is fundamental to understanding his

wirk

His vocabulary, underscored by a delicate sense of
humiour, encompasses doubling, dreams, Tolkdore,
perceptual fricks and the supernatural. Through these
means, Fridfinnsson is searching for equivalence
betwean one thing and another. Within this exhibition,
for example, no one plece is more imporiant or central
Instead, we find cursehves in the midst of o dispersed
and non-hierarchical universe, where the wonder of a
simple discovery is cause for celebration

Born in 1943 in Boer, Dolum, lcedand, Fridfinnsson
gained prominence as a leading figure on the lcelandic
avant-garde scene affer iounding the group SLIM

with other anists in Reyvldavik in 1965, Her
Amsterdam in the early 1970s and hos been living and
wiorking there ever since

wiad 10

This exhibifion is presented in collaboration with the
Serpentine Gallery in London and aris! Clafur Eliosson
Curaled by Kitty Scolt



| collect personal
secrets!

Please send me yours.

| look forward to learning them and will keep them carefully.

Hreinn Fridfinnsson
P.O. Box 851
121 Reykjavik

lceland




Eg safna persénulegum
leyndarmalum!

Vinsamlega sendu mér pin.

Eg hlakka til ad taka vid peim og mun vardveita pau

af kostgeefni.

Hreinn Fridlinnsson
Pésthalf B51
121 Revkjavik
Island




Opid Cpening hours

Hafnarhis Tryggvogata 17, doglega/daily 10-17
Kiarvalsstadir Fiskogata, daglega/dally 10-17
1.5,-30.9. doglega/daily 10-16

110-30.4. doglega/dofly 13-16

Okeypis adgangur alla fimmtudaga
Free enfrance every Thursday

gildir i prit daga i 6l hisin
The admission ficket is valid for three days in all fhe museums
[Hofnarhis, Kjorvalssiodin, Asmundarsatn)

Alla sunnudaga kl. 15 er leidstign um syningar & Kjarvals-
stédum og | Hafnarhisi.
Guided Tours in English Thursdays o1 3 pm, al Kiarvatsshadir

| bodi er Mknmdisiilun vid sunnudagsleldstgn;, panta parf
tOlkun med minnst viku fyrinvara.

Haeg! er od panta leidsdgn fyrir hdpa 10-50 gesia

Hogt er od §a leidstgn 4 erlendum fungumalum.

Upplysingor froedsiudeild@reykjovik.is
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