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Vaxandi velmegun pjédarinnar, baett menntun og aukin pekking hafa breytt miklutil 2
batnadar i byggingarlist hér 4 landi a sidustu dratugum. Var pé margt afar vel gert a fyrri
tid vid erfidar og oft frumstadar adstadur. Byggingarefni og vinnuadferdir hafa batnad

og ordid fjolbreyttari, dlikar tequndir bygginga bjéda upp a dlikar Gtfzrslur og kosti,

og skipulagsvinnu fleygir fram. Sidast en ekki sist eigum vid nu fjélda velmenntadra
arkitekta sem hafa sott sér pekkingu i bestu skdla 4 sinu svidi um allan heim. Verk peirra
hér 4 landi endurspegla pegar best lztur badi hugmyndaaudgi vandadra listamanna

og ba virdingu fyrir vidfangsefninu og umhverfi pess, sem eru hornsteinar vel heppnads
mannvirkis.

bad er skylda okkar sem pjédar vid upphaf 21. aldarinnar ad hltia ad gddri byggingarlist
og reisa mannvirki sem pjona hlutverki sinu med sdma, eru vel gerd og hafa listran gildi
ad leidarljési. islensk stjornvold kynntu fyrr & pessu &ri i fyrsta sinn menningarstefnu i
mannvirkjagerd, sem er 2tlad ad verda leidarsteinn fyrir ba uppbyaggingu, sem pjddin
mun standa fyrir @ komandi arum. Mannvirki sem risa a grunni pekkingar, virdingar fyrir
sogu og umhverfi, vidsyni og framsakni, eru verdmaeti sem pjodin getur biid ad um
langan aldur.

islenskir arkitektar eru i lykilhlutverki vid ad koma slikri stefnumétun i framkvaemd,

og er fatt betur til pess fallid ad hvetja alla til ddda & pessu svidi sem d6drum en ad
verdlauna sérstaklega pad sem vel er gert. bad er fagnadarefni ad akvedid hefur verid
ad veita sérstok islensk byggingarlistarverdlaun i fyrsta sinn a pessu ari, og annad hvert
ar framvegis. Eqg er pess fullviss ad pessi ver8laun verda islenskri byggingarlist mikil
lyftisting, og munu eiga sinn patt i ad efla islenska arkitekta til enn frekari afreka i
framtidinni,

Growing national prosperity, more education and greater knowledge have led to a great
improvement in the field of architecture here in Iceland in recent decades. Much was,
however, done very well prior to that, in difficult and often primitive circumstances. The
quality and diversity of building materials and methods have increased, different types
of structure provide for variable forms and options, and planning work is progressing
fast. Last but not least, we now have many well-qualified architects, who have attended
the world's best colleges in the field for their training. Their work here in Iceland reflects,
at its best, the rich imagination of outstanding artists, and the respect for the project
and its surroundings that is the cornerstone of a successful building.

It is our duty as a nation at the beginning of the 21st century to nurture good
architecture, and to build structures which perform their function creditably, are well
made, and are guided by artistic vision, Earlier this year the lcelandic government
presented for the first time a cultural policy on construction, which is intended to provide
guidance for the development that will be taking place in Iceland in the coming years.
Structures buill on a foundation of knowledge, respect for history and the environment,
broad-mindedness and progressiveness, are objects of value which will stand the nation
in good stead for a long time.

Icelandic architects are in a key position in the implementation of such policy; and there
can be few better ways of urging people on to achievement in this field, as in others,
than to award prizes for that which is well done. It is gratifying that a decision has
been made to present an Icelandic Architecture Award this year for the first time, and
every other year in the future. | am quite sure that this award will prove an incentive

in leelandic architecture, and will play its part in urging on lcelandic architects to yet
greater achievements in the future,



Islensku byagingarlistarverdlaunin
veitt [ fyrsta sinn

Glasileg stdrvirki verda til, hvort sem
pau eru andleg eda efnisleg, pbegar
einstaklingur hefur til pess metnad ad
vinna vel og skara framur. Snilldargafa
er god, en hun dugar skammt ef ekki er
unnid tr henni af kostgaefni og kunndttu.

| morg ar hefur pad verid stefnumal
Arkitektafélags Islands ad stofna

islensku byggingarlistarverdlaunin, til

ad vekja athygli 4 pvi sem vel er gert i
byggingarlist og pvi sem henni tengist og
yta undir metnad i byggingarlist. Ni er
bessu langprada takmarki nad.

byrping, sem er prounarfélag a svidi
skipulagsmala og mannvirkjagerdar,
hefur akvedid ad ganga til lids vid
Arkitektafélagid og verda bakhjarl
verdlaunanna. Pyrping synir med pessu
mikinn metnad og framsyni og pad
metur Arkitektafélag [slands mikils.
Arkitektafélagid og Pyrping veita islensku
byggingarlistarverdlaunin annad hvert dr,
i peirri vissu ad pad audgi enn hid frida
menningarlif i landinu.

Allar tegundir mannvirkja og skipulags
koma til greina vid veitingu islensku
byggingarlistarverdlaunanna, opinberar
byggingar, einbylishis, stofnanir og
hverskyns onnur mannvirki. Einnig

geta verkefni natengd byggingarlist og
skipulagi komid til greina, svo sem ritverk
og innsetningar, Ollum er fridlst ad leggja
fram tilnefningar til verdlaunanna. [ petta
sinn barust ramlega fimmtiu tilnefningar
fra ymsum adilum, sveitarstjidrnum,
baejarstjdrnum, opinberum adilum,
einstaklingum og teiknistofunum sjalfum.

Med yfirstjérn Islensku
byggingarlistarverdlaunanna fer
verkefnisstjdrn sem skipud er tveimur
arkitektum og einum fulltria fra
byrpingu. Fulltriar Arkitektafélagsins

i verkefnisstjérn velja valnefnd, sem

er skipud prem arkitektum. Hennar
hlutverk er ad velja tiu verk, sem hijota pa
vidurkenningu ad vera synd & syningu og
i syningarriti. Démnefnd er skipud med
sama haetti. | henni eru prir arkitektar,
bar af einn erlendur. Hin velur sidan

eitt af pessum tiu verkum, sem hiytur
islensku byggingarlistarverdlaunin 2007.
bétt adeins séu veitt ein verdlaun, er
bad markmid ad gera dllum pessum

verkefnum hatt undir hofdi. Sem flest verk

eru dregin fram [ svidsljdsid til pess ad

skapa umradu um byggingarlist | landinu.

Verdlaunin hafa gildi i umhverfi, sem
pratt fyrir aud og velszeld leggur meiri
dherslu & sparsemi en gadi, glaesileik

og nytsemi. A sama tima verda storf
arkitekta sifellt floknari, med vaxandi
regluverki og krifum. | sivaxandi maeli
spannar byggingarlistin allt svidid

fra list til verkfradi. Hin er gjarnan
lokanidurstada dr floknu ferli vidraedna,
samninga og malamidlana milli verktaka,
verkkaupa, verkfraedinga, sveitarstjdrna,
nagranna og arkitekta. bad fellur gjarnan
i hlut arkitektsins ad na samkomulagi

um nidurstodu.

betta veglega syningarit synir hluta af

bvi besta sem er ad gerast i islenskri
byggingarlist ni um stundir. pad er
merkileg heimild um samtimann og menn
geta gert sér i hugarlund hvers virdi pad
verdur | framtidinni ad eiga slikan annal,
skradan a tveggja dra fresti, um proun
byggingarlistar og mannlifs i landinu,

Arkitektafélag islands gerir sér vonir um
ad Islensku byggingarlistarverdlaunin
auki skilning pjédarinnar & pvi, hvernig
bygaingarlistin getur skapad betra og
fegurra umhverfi, par sem folki lidur

vel. bd er bad sameiginleg nidurstada
adstandenda verdlaunanna ad pad sé
bjédarnaudsyn ad baeta umgengni okkar
um niverandi byggd og nattdru landsins.



Splendid achievements, whether material
or intangible, are attained when an
individual has the drive to work well and
excel, Genius is good, but of limited value
unless it is followed through with care
and skill.

For many years the Association of
Icelandic Architects has planned to launch
a major Icelandic Architecture Award, in
order to draw attention to good work in
architecture and related fields, and to
encourage high standards in architecture.
Now the long-awaited moment has come.

byrping, a development company in
planning and construction, has decided
to join forces with the Association

of Icelandic Architects as sponsor of
the Award. The Association deeply
appreciates the foresight and aspiration
thus shown by byrping. The lcelandic
Architecture Award will be presented
in alternate years by the Association of
leelandic Architects and Pyrping, in the
certainty that it will serve to enrich still
further the flourishing cultural life of
the nation.

Structures and planning projects of all
kinds are eligible for the Architecture
Award: public buildings, detached homes,
institutions, and any other structure.

In addition, works closely related to
architecture may be eligible, such as
writings and installations. Anyone may
submit a nomination for the Award.

On this occasion about 50 nominations
were received from many parties: local
governments, public bodies, individuals
and the architectural studios themselves.

The leelandic Architecture Award

is administered by a project board
comprising two architects and one
representative of Pyrping. The Association
of Icelandic Architects representatives

on the project board appoint a selection
committee of three architects, whose role
is to select ten entries which are to be
included in an exhibition and catalogue.
A jury is appointed in the same manner,
comprising three architects, of whom one
is from abroad. The jury then chooses one
of the ten works to receive the lcelandic
Architecture Award 2007, Although a
single award is presented, the aim is

to give prominence to all the works;
coverage is to be given to as many as
possible of them, in order to stimulate
debate on architecture in Iceland.

The Award has a contribution to make

in an environment which, in spite of its
prosperity, still places more value on
economy than on quality, elegance and
serviceability. At the same time the work
of the architect grows constantly more
complex, with increasing regulation and
requirements. Architecture is coming

to span the entire field from art to
engineering. It is often the final outcome
of a complicated process of negotiations,
contracts and compromises between
contractors, buyers, engineers, local
government, neighbours and architects.
It often falls to the architects to seek to
achieve a final consensus.

This fine exhibition catalogue shows
some of the best of Icelandic architecture
at this time. It is an important document
of its time, and one can only imagine
how valuable it will be in the future to
have such a record of the development of
architecture and society, published every
two years.

It is the hope of the Association of
Icelandic Architects that the leelandic
Architecture Award will lead to greater
understanding of how architecture can
create a more pleasant and beautiful
environment, in which people feel at
ease. And it is the shared conviction of th
bodies behind the Award that it is vital for
the Icelandic nation to improve the way
we treat our present built and natural
environment.







