


Jéhannes S. Kjarval (1885-1972)

Johonnes Sveinsson Kjorval skipar sérstakan sess iislenskri
menningar- og listaségu sem einn astsabast listamadur
biédarinnar fyrr og sidar. Honn fceddist ad Elri-Ey | Medollondi
arid 1885 en dist upp hid cettingjum sinwm T Geltaviki
Borgarfirdi eysiri. Rdmlega vitugur 18k honn sér irska
konungsnalnid Kjorval og notadi bad allf il evilaka. Arid

1902 hélt hann 1l Reykjovikur = adelns veimur drum eftic o8
Bérarinn B, Poridkssen seti upp fyrsiu malekosininguna d
Islandi, | Reykiovik séiti Kjorval namskeid i feikningu og malun
beedi hia Pérarni og Asgrimi Jénssyni en hugur hans stefndi o
i hveier 81l rekarna nams i myndlist

Al 190 B hann fyrst il London en sidan fil Donmerkur por
sem hann hif formlegt myndlistarnam. Hann brautskradist
ur Kenunglega listahdskélanum i Kaupmannahidn arid
1917, Kjarval fluttist aftur 1l islands arid 1922 med fidiskyldu
sinnl, konu og tveimur barmum, Filskylda hans hélt aftur fil
Koupmannohaofnar fdum arem sidar og bjd hann einnupp
frd il

Kjarval var godsagn i ifanda lifi og | augum margra
perstnugervingur hins rémontiska listamonns. Roeetur

haons ldgu iislensku baendasambélagi, en iit hans og
listskiipun fengjost menningarlegr vidraisn biddarinnar,

o siistadisbaraiiv & fyerl hiuta 20, aldar, &rjifaniegum
béndum, Verk hons bera vitnd nrri nditirusin, en sogl erad
med londslogsméalverkum sinum hafi kann kennt slendinguem

ad meta hina einsidku fegqurd sem byr i hrauninu 0g mosanum
s kiendir landid, | gegnum verk hans upplitdi falk ndttir
londsins og ponn evintyraheim sem finno ma [ landslaginu &
miggan hiat

Kjarval m&lodi vida um land og dvaldi stundum dagum,
jafrvel vikum saman GH T néfidrenni vid vinnu sing, Pekki ey
verk hans fra austuriondi og Sncefelisnesi en einnig mdaladd
hann mikid @ Pingwillvm og i grennd vid Reykiovik,

Skipta méd myndeltni Kjarvals i prid meginhluta;
londslagsmyndir, manno myndir og fontasiur eda hugaoriiugs
verk. P& skarost petta oft bannig od | sému myndinni getur
verid ad finna allar myndgerdirnar.
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Kjarval skildi eftir sig mikid lifsverk sem verdur ad teljost einn
af mikilvaegeri patium menningararfs isbensky piddarinnar.
Hann anofnad Reykjavikurborg hluta listaverka sinno og
persdnulegro muna drid 1968, Verk Or giGf Kjorvals voru sind
i fyrsta sinn vid opnun Kjarvalsstoda Grid 1973,

Safneignin hefur vaxid joint og bétt i gegrum arin; baedi

hofo versd keypt verk | safnid og einnig hefur borist figldi
émefanlegra giofo frd einstakiingum

Ejarval bast arid 1972, ba 86 dra gamall,
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Jéhannes S. Kjarval (1885-1972)

Johannes Svainsson Kjorval occupies a special place in the
history of Icelandic culure and arl, 05 one of the country’s
maost beloved artists, before or since. Born in 1885, he was
anafive of the south coast, from the form Efri-Ey in the
Medalland district, but was raised by redatives on the east
coost ab Gellavik in Borgarfiordur-aystrl. In his early twenties
he assumed the royal rish nomse Kiorval ond used B 1o his
dying day. He set off for Reykjovik in 1902; only two years
prior, iceland’s first exhibition of pointings hod been mounted
by painter Prarinn B, Porlksson. In Reykjavik Kjarval took
drawing and pointing courses with Porlaksson and also with
the painfer Asgrimur Jénsson, but his mind was sl on gaing
obroad for further studies in art.

In 151 he travieded first fo London and then to Denmark, where
he began his formal study of art, Kjorval groduated fram the
Royal Danish Acodemvy of Fine Arfs in Copenhogen in 1917
and in 1922 moved back to kceband, bringing his family, o wife
and tweo children. His family headed bock fo Copenhagen not
many years loter and from that lime on he lived alone.
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Kjarsol wos a legend in his own time; to many people he
personified the ramantic artist. Thowgh his roats lay in the
leelandic farming community, his life and antistic creation were
inextricably bound fo the cultural restoration of lcefond and
the independence struggle of the first half of the heentieth
century, His works bear witness 1o .o new vision of nature;
some say that through his landscope paintings ha feught
leelonders ta value the unique beouty residing in the lava and
mass that adorn the countryside. Through these works pecple
orrived al o new experience of Iceland’s natural world and the
fantasyland thot may be found in its landscape

Kjarval traveled widely in lceland fo paint, somefimes
spending days or even weeks in the countryside. His works
fram the east coost and Snoofelisnes are well-known; he
also peinted o great deal ot Thingvellir and in the vicinity of
Raykjavik.

Kjarval's subject matier folls into three main groups;
landscopes, portraits, and fonfasies or works of imoginatien
These often overkap, however, so that all three kinds of image
may be found in the same camvas
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Kjarval left behind o lorge oeuvre that is by any account ane

of the mare significant pieces of the Icelendic nation's cultural
herdage. He bequeathed a portion of his artworks and his
personol effects 1o the city of Reykjavik in 1968, Works from his
bequest were firs! displayed at the opening of Kjarvalsstadir
in 1973. Since fhen, the museum’s collection hos steadily and
substantiolly increased, both through museum purchases and
a host of priceless individual denations.

Kjarval died in 1971, of the oge of elghty-six
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Hafnarhisid er opid fil ki, 22-:00 60 fimmtudagskvald,
Flbreytl dogeknd og Inboarar veiingar
A!I Thursdoys Hafnarhis is open until 10 p.m.
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