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MALLAUSIR KJARNAR

| skilldsdgu sinni Tabilarasa, sem kom Gt &rid
1883, skrifadi Sigurdur Gudmundsson (f. 1842) um
weimud vidhorf og mallausa kjarna". Yfirskrift bessarar
syningar & nyjum verkum Sigurdar i Listasafni Reykja-
vikur — Hafnarhidsi er Mutes sam er fleirtalan af enska
ordinu mute og Sigurdur bydir sem Mallausic kjarmar,
pegar Sigurdur var spurdur um heitid sagdist hann
hafa komist ad pvi ad tungumail séu blind, hafi engin
augu, og ad hann hefdl glarnan viljad lita pad koma
fram i skaldségunni, sem fjallar ad einhverju leyti um
ordredu listamanns vid tungumalid, ad myndlistin sé
maéllaus, hafi hvorki munn né eyru, einungis augu.

Hér notar Sigurdur aftur ljdsmyndina sem midil, en
pad hefur hann ekki gert sidan 1980. Nyju verkin eru
starar ljosmyndir af folki, teknar a filmu. Peim hefur
ekki verid breytt med stafraanni teekni og lysa pvi beirri
syn sem blasti vid Sigurdi. Personurnar eru andspanis
dhorfandanum en virdast bo dmedvitadar um ad til
pairra kunni ad sjast. Pad vasri villandi ad segja ad
folkid sé ahugalaust eda tilfinningalega hiutlaust. Ollu
heldur belnir pad sjanum inn & vid, hefur dregid sigi
hlé fré umheiminum og sdkkt sér i thugun, ban eda
adra inari idju.

Sigurdur sakist eftir ad fanga raunverulega
upplifun peirra sem hann hefur fengid til ad sitja fyrir.

i verkum sem bera yfirskriftina Hypno notar hann
daleidslu til ad na pessu markmidi. Hypno: Balloon
Flying synir daleidda konu sem stendur vid stolbak i
stofu en upplifir ad hin svifi i loftbelg og sjai yfir skoga
og akurlendi sem henni pykir fagurt. Pad sem myndin
synirer uppnuminn Ahugi og hrifning kenunnar, allt
areiti sem kann ad stafa fra |josmyndatdkunni er
horfid 4r medvitund hennar. Nokkur verkanna syna
sanna upplifun triarlegrar sannferingar. Verkid
Prayer synir mann sem er sannfardur um ad hann néi
sambandi vid gud i gegnum baenir. Myndin ar takin
pegar madurinn gefur til kynna ad hann hafi nad fullu
sambandi. Verkin syna hugarastand, hinir daleiddu
eru dmedvitadir um umhbverfi sitt og barnafélkit svo
gagntekid af triarhrifningu ad pad virdist hafid upp &
annad tilverustig, vidsfjarri riki ljosmyndarans.

Tw verk greina sig fra hinum ad pvi leyti ad & peim
eru fyrirs@turnar gagnteknar af hlut. bad eru Five
Males and an Egg og Man-Horse-Egg sem er nermynd
af néktum manni sem situr berbakt & hesti. Madur
og hestur einblina & gléandi egg. Athyglin sem eggid
nytur & pessum ljésmyndum er allsradandi og Gtilokar
allt annad | umhverfinu. Pess] vark minna um margt
a eldri ljosmyndir Sigurdar, upplyst eggid kallar fram
dypri merkingu en navist pess ein og sér gefur til
kynna. Eggid er ekki audskilid thkn en ahorfandinn er
hwvattur til ad leita ad merkingu.

Ljbsmyndir Sigurdar af niktu folki og Gtigangs-
ménnum fjalla ekki um adstadur folksins eda
samskipti, paer eru ekki myndlikingar fyrir neitt
annad en sjilfar sig. Sigurdur samdi vid folkid um
ad meeta | myndver og stillti pvi upp en gaf engin
sérstik fyrirmasli um svip eda latbragd. i Posing
Streat People & Playing Nudes leggur hann aherslu &
&skylda heima persénanna. Utigangsmennirnir prir
og noktu konurnar tvaer mynda sjalfstada hopa sem
virtiast ekki hafa nokkurt samband hvor vid annan.
Peir eru til | sdmu samfellu tima og rims en virdast
vera hvor i sinum heimi og ekki vita af tilvist hins. Hér
or skorturinn & samskiptum adferd til ad kynna névist
persdnanna.

Verkin syna framsetningu hugarastands sem
beinist algjériega inn & vid. Ekki erverid ad lysa
dlkvednu vighorfi eda tilfinningum holdur almennu
astandi hugans. Sigurdur leggur sjalfur dherslu a ad
verk hans byggi a innsel, list hans hefjist par sem
hugsunin endar, Hann far sjénrena hugmynd og proar
hana i huganum pangad til hin verdur fullskdpud syn.



MUTES

In his novel, Tabllarasa, published in 1993,
Sigurdur Gudmundsson (b. 1942) wrote about
“distilled attitudes and mute essences”, The title
of the exhibition of Sigurdur’s recent work at the

Reykjavik Art Museum—Hafnarhis, is simply “Mutas”,

When asked about the title, Sigurdur says that he

had discovered that languages are blind, they have
no eyes, and that he wanted to make the casein his
novel, which is in a way about an artist's dialogue with
language, that the visual arts are mute, they have no
mouth and no ears, just eyes.

In Mutes, Sigurdur revisits his early medium,
photography, for the first time since 1980. The new
works are large-frame analogue photographs. These
are straight photographs of figures who make no
concession to the photographer's presence. They may
faca the observer head on, but they seem oblivious to
the possibility that they may be observed. It would be
misleading to say that the figures are disinterested
or emotionally neutral. Rather, they are turned
inward, withdrawn from the world around them, and
completely absorbed in contemplation, prayer or
other internal activity.

Toachieve this effect, Sigurdur uses hypnosis
in some of his new works. In Hypro: Balloon Flying,

a hypnotized woman stands behind a chair in her
own living room. She experiences hersalf flyingin a
balloon, looking out over woods and farmland that
she finds beautiful. What is presented in the picture
Is the woman's rapt attention. Any stimuli from the
photo shoot is removed from her awareness. In two

of the photographs, the figures are in a deep state

of religious experience. In Frayer a man, who is
convinced of his connection to his god through prayer,
prays in front of the camera. The picture is shot when
he indicates that he has gained full connectian. Thess
photographs show a straightforward presentation of
an inner condition. The hypnotized individuals are in
a state of obliviousness and the prayers are so raptin
their religious experience that they seem transported
to a higher state of being, completely cut off from the
realm of the photographer.

Two of the photographs in Mutes differ from
the others in that an external object generates the
absorption. Those are Five Males and an Eggand
Man-Horse-Egg, where a naked man is shown, sitting
bareback on a horse. Both the man and the horse look
Intently at a glowing egg. The attention to the object
in both of these pictures is all-consuming, excluding
everything around. These two photographs are close
to Sigurdur’s early photographs. The illuminated egg
is evocative of some further meaning beyond its pure
presence. It is not a straightforward symbol oran
emblem but the beholder is encouraged to look foran
allegorical meaning.

Sigurdur's photographs of nudes and street people
do not deal with the figures’ situations or interactions.
The photographs are not metaphors for anything other
than themselves. Sigurdur contracted with these
individuals to appear at a photographer's studio,
whare he arranged the sitters but did not give them
specific instructions about how they should appear,
In Fosing Streat People & Playing Nudes he has wholly
disparate elements coexist side-by-side in the same
work. The three street people and the two nudes form
self-contained groups which seem completely closed,
without the slightest relationship to each other, They
occupy the same time-space continuum but they
soem to exist in separate worlds, unaware of the
other's existence. The lack of interaction s a means to
present the figures’ presence.

The exhibition presents strong images of
individuals. The photographs show the representation
of a state of mind that is essentially inward,
concentrated. It is not a particular state but an inner
condition. Sigurdur himself emphasizes that his
work is based on intuition. He gets a visual idea and
develops it in his mind until it becomes a full-fledged
vision.



Fimmtudag 13. mars, kl. 20

Listamannsspjall

Sigurdur Gudmundsson tekur patt i leidsognum
syninguna.

Fimmtudag 27, mars, kl. 20

Séfaspjall

Fjallad verdur um ritstirf Sigurbar
Gudmundssonar, Medal patttakenda er Pétur
Blindal sem birt] itarlegt vidtal vid Sigurd i bok
sinni Skpunarsbgur sem kom Ot fyrir sidustu jél.

Sunnudag 13.april, kL. 14
Fyrir btrn og fullordna
Listsmidja og leldségn fyrir alla fjdlskylduna par

sem verk Sigurdar Gudmundssonar eru rannsdkud.

Leidsdgn | Hafnarhisinu alla sunnudaga kL. 15.

Hafnarhisi® er opid tilkl. 22 alla fimmtudaga.

Kynnid ykkur Ahugaverda dagskra i
listasafnreykjavikur.is

admission

Opid daglega 10-17,
Fimmtudaga til kl. 22:00

Listasafn Reykjavikur 3§33 3
Reykjavik Art Museum ‘,‘ ‘ ‘

Thursday 13 March, 8 p.m.

Artist's Talk

Sigurdur Gudmundsson joins a tour of the
exhibition.

Thursday 27 March, B p.m.

Open discussion about Sigurdur Gudmundsson's
literature. Among the participants are Pétur
Bléndal, author of Skbpunarsdgur, which has anin-
depth interview with Sigurdur Gudmundsson.

Sunday 13 April, 2 p.m.

For children and adults in their company
Open art workshop and guided tour for the
whole family, exploring the work of Sigurdur
Gubdmundsson.

Guided tours in English upon request.
Contact the Education Department.

Hafnarhis is open Thursdays until 10 p.m,

Explore the programs at listasafareykjavikur.is

Listasafn Reykjavikur/ Reykjavik Art Museum
Hafnarhis

Tryggvagata 17

101 Reykjavik

www.listasafnreykjavikuris
listasafn@reykjavik.is

Simi/Tel. (+354) 590 1200

Open daily 10a.m.—-5p.m.
Thursdays to 10 p.m.



