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Steingrimur Eyfjérd (f. 1954) hefur | verkum sinum
tekist & vid fidlbreytt vidfangselni Gr menningu
samtimans og islenskri pjodmenningu. Hann hefur
beint sjénum ad samhengi fortidar og natidar, kafad
i menningararfleid Islendinga og syn samtimans &
hana med margraedum og oft gagnrynum visunum.
Steingrimur vinnur privid verk og ljgsmyndir en
einnig hafa teikningar og texti verid fyrifferdarmikil

i list hans. Notkun hans a texta visar til myndraannar
textanotkunar Flixuslistamanna en einnig hefur
hann notad beinar tilvitnanir | bokmenntaarfinn.
Fiéidi verka hans byggir 4 samstarfi vid adra
listamenn og fijdlbreyttan hop einstaklinga med
sérhaefda pekkingu og dhugasvid.

Steingrimur hefur verid patttakandi i islensku
listalifi fra pvi um midjan attunda aratuginn. Hann
nam myndlist vid Myndlista- og handidaskdla
Istands 1871 - 1975 og arid 1978, Eftir namsdval
i Edinborg og siban Helsinki hélt hann til Hollands
par sem hann stundadi framhaldsnam 1980 - 1983
vid Jan van Eyck listahaskdlann | Maastricht.
Steingrimur & ad baki meira en fijdra tugi einka-
syninga og hefur tekid patt i fjolda samsyninga &
islandi sem og alpjédlega. Arid 2006 var haldin
vidamikil yfirlitssyning & verkum hans & Listasafni
{slands og arid 2007 var hann fulltrdi [slands &
Feneyjatviringnum & ftaliu, sem er einn mesti
listvidburdur heims. Syningin sem nu stendur

i Listasafni Reykjavikur - Hafnarhusi var fyrst sett
upp i Feneyjum bar sem hin stod yfir fréd jani til
navember 2007.

LOAN
Loan er komin ad kveda burt snjdinn,
ad kveda burt leibindi; bad getur hdn.
Hun hefur sagt mér ad senn kom| spdinn,
solskin i dali og blémstur i n.
Him hefur sagt mér til syndanna minna,
ég sofi of mikid og vinni ekki hot.
Hun hefur sagt mér ad vaka og vinna
wvongladur taka nu sumrinu mat.
Péll Olafsson

| hugum Islendinga hefur yfirskrift syningarinnar,
Léan er komin, sterkar visanir til bessa pekkia
islenska skaldskapar sem umlukinn er pelrri
bjartsyni sem fylgir vorbodanum ljifa. Verkin a
syningunni eru byggd a vidtdlum vid um tuttugu
einstaklinga um menn og malefni sem varda

islenska menningu bar & medal tri & alfa og
huldufélk, skik og skaldskap. Vidtélin eru hraefni
eda uppspretia sem Steingrimur notar i teikningar,
ligsmyndir og brivid verk. Verkid Hugmyndaspjold
synir myndir af vidmaalendum hans asamt eins konar
kortlagningu & samtélunum og hugmyndunum sem
bau kveikja.

islensk pjadtra er velgamikid umfjdliunarefni og
vann Steingrimur verkid Gerdid eftir leidbeiningum
huldumanns, sem hann komst i samband vid

med adstod midils. | gegnum midilinn fékk hann
veturgamia huldukind | skiptum fyrir bryni. Hann
smidadi gerdi og flutningskariu fyrir kindina
samkvamt leidbeiningum huldumannsins og eru
huldukindin og gerdid a syningunni. Kindin er i
annari vidd og pvi ekki margir sem sjd hana ,adeins
si sem hefur opinn huga og hreint hjarta feer leyfi til
ad sja spor kindarinnar,® *

A syningunni eru verk sem tengja menningararfinn
og samtimann. Pegar Steingrimur vann verkid
Camera Obscura ték hann myndir & Pingvéllum

med camera obscura sem hann Utbjo Gr
morgunkomspdkkum. Pannig maetast | verkinu
helgur stadur | séau [slendinga, neyslusamfélag
eftirstridséranna og alpjodavesding samtimans.
MNatid og fortid maetast einnig | Bein | skridu par sem
vegaskilti vara vid jar@raski sem gaeti verid eftir tréll
eda adrar veettir | landinu. Hér visar Steingrimur
ekki eingdngu til trélla sem fyrirbeera i islenskri
néttiru heldur einnig til listamanna eins og Asgrims
Jénssonar sem maladi troll og gaf beim Gtlit og
einkenni sem gaetu verid i heettu & 21. dldinni pegar
hin svokallada Disneyvaeding raenir menningarheima
af verum sinum og veettum og skilur eftir einsleita
mynd i bjédasalum.

Verkin & syningunni eru alls fjortan og er hanni

fylgt r hladi med veglegri syningarskra par sem
finna ma medal annars vidtdlin sem Steingrimur

tak vid undirbuning syningarinnar og texta eftir
Hénnu Styrmisddttur syningarstjora. Umsjonaradili
syningarinnar | Feneyjum var ClA-kynningarmidstod
islenskrar myndlistar.

* Haft eftir huldumanninum sem Oteegadi
Steingrimi kindina.
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The works of Steingrimur Eyfjord (b. 1954) take on
diverse topics in contemporary culture and lcelandic
folk culture. Delving into the confluence between
past and present, Eyfjord probes lcelanders’ cultural
heritage, and their contemporary view of it, with
multifaceted and often critical evocations. Three-
dimensional works and photographs are prominent
in his art, along with drawings and text. His use of
text alludes to the visual textual uses of the artists
of the Flixus group, but he also refers directly

to the literary canon. Many of his works build on
collaborations with other artists and with a motley
group of individuals with specialized knowledge and
fields of interest.

Steingrimur has been part of the lcelandic art scena
since the mid-seventies. He studied visual arts at
the lcelandic College of Arts and Crafts from 1971
to 1975 and in 1978, After studies in Edinburgh

and Halsinki he made his way to Holland, where he
pursued graduate studies from 1980 to 1983 at the
Jan van Eyck Academie in Maastricht. Steingrimur
has more than forly solo exhibitions under his belt
and has participated in many group exhibitions in
Iceland and abroad. In 2006 the National Gallery of
lceland assembled a comprehensive retrospective
of Eyfjord’s work, and in 2007 Eyfjérd represented
Iceland at the world-renowned Venice Biennale. The
present exhibition at the Reykjavik Art Museum's
Hafnarhis was first mounted for the Biennale,
where it was on display from June to November
2007.

THE GOLDEN PLOVER

Thaa plover has come lo sing away the snow,

to sing away sadness; It's in her power,

She has told me the curlew is coming soon,

and sunshine in valleys and fields in flower,

She has taken me lo task for my failings,

for slacking off and sleeping too soundly,

She has told me o stay awake and labor

and, in good hope, welcome summer roundly.
Pall Olafsson

In the minds of Icelanders, the title of this exhibition,
The Golden Plover Has Arrived, strongly evokes the
well-known Icetandic verse above, bathed in the
optimistic glow which the golden plover brings as

a harbinger of spring. The works exhibited here are
based on interviews with twenty individuals about

persons and topics of note in lcelandic culture,
such as chess, poetry, and belief in elves and
hidden people. Eyfjérd usas these interviews as raw
material or a source for drawings, photographs,
and three-dimensional works. The work |dea Boards
displays pictures of his respondents along with a
kind of mapping of the interviews and the ideas
sparked by them.

Icelandic folk belief being a weighty matter,
Steingrimur Eyfjdrd executed The Sheep Pen under
the guidance of a hidden man, whom he contacted
with the assistance of a medium. Through the
medium, Eyfjord procured a hidden yearling sheep
in exchange for a whetstone. He built an enclosure
and a travelling basket for the sheep, following

the hidden man’s specifications; the sheep and its
enclosure are on exhibit here. Since the sheep is in
another dimension, not many will see it: *none but
the open-minded and pure of heart will be allowed
to see even the tracks of this sheep.” **

The works exhibited here connect cultural heritage
to contemporary times. For Camera Obscura, Eyfjénd
photographed Thingvellir with a camera obscura
made from cereal boxes, creating a conjunction of
sacred place, post-War consumer society, and the
global economy. Present and past also meet in Bone
in a Landside: road signs warn of unstable conditions
in the landscape which may be due to trolls or other
occult presences. In this case Steingrimur Eyfjord

is not referring only to trolls as a phenomenon of
the Icelandic natural world but also to the work

of artists such as painter Asgrimur Jénsson, who
depicted trolls of an appearance and character likely
to become endangered in the twenty-first century,
as the so-called Disneyconomy robs cultural worlds
of their beings and presences, leaving behind a
monotonous image in the national soul.

The exhibition comprises fourteen artworks and is
accompanied by a catalogue which includes the
interviews that Steingrimur Eyfjérd conducted in
preparation for the exhibition and commentary by
curator Hanna Styrmisdattir. The Venice Biennale
exhibition was organized by CIA, the Center for
Icelandic Art.

** A direct quote from the hidden man who provided
the sheep to Eyfjord.



Fimmiudag 31. jandar, kl. 20

Steingrimur Eyfjérd og Hanna Styrmisdaottic
syningarstjori syningarinnar fjalla um verk
Steingrims og batttékuna | Feneyjatvizeringnum.

Sunnudag 3. febrdar, ki. 14

Fyrir bérn

Spad | verk Steingrims Eyfjord — opin listsmidja
og leidsdgn fyrir alla fidlskylduna.

Sunnudag 3. febroar, kl. 15

Syningarstjoraspjall

Hanna Styrmisdattic syningarstjori annast leidsogn
um syninguna.

Leidsagn | Hafnarhisi alla sunnudaga kl. 15,

Hafnarhis er opid til k. 22 alla fimmtudaga.

Kynnid ykkur Ahugaverda dagskrd a listasalnreykjavikuris

Thursday 31 January 8 p.m.

Steingrimur Eyfjord and the curator Hanna
Styrmisdattir, will discuss the artist's work and his
participation in the Venice Biennale.

Sunday 3 February 2 p.m.

For children

Exploring Steingrimur Eyfjérd’'s work — an open
art workshep and guided tour for the whole family.

Sunday 3 February 3 p.m.
Curator's Talk

Hanna Styrmisdottir, curator, leads a tour of the
exhibition.

Hafnarhus is open Thursdays until 22:00.

Explore our exciting programs at listasafnreykjavikur.is

Opid daglega 10-17, immtudaga til k. 22/
Open daily 10 a.m, = 5 p.m Thursdays to 10 p.m.

Listasain Reyhjawikur/
Reykjavik Art Museum
Hafnarhos

Tryggvagata 17

101 Reykjavik

www, listasafnreykjavikuris
listasafn@reykjavil.is
Simi/Tel. (+354) 520 1200

admission

Listasafn Reykjavikur ===
Reykjavik Art Museum 1 ‘ ‘, ‘

Bakhjariar/
Sponsors

Menntamalaraduneytid
Baugur Group

Landsvirkjun

Glitnir

Landsbankinn
Reykjavikurborg
UtanrikisréBuneytid
Straumur Burbaras
Tryggingamibstodin
lcalandair
Islandtours
Vodafonae byskalandi
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