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Abrakadabra
T O f r a r

Abrakadabra er dularfullt ord sem Tofrapula
tengist tofrum. Pad er mjog gamailt Segdu ordid Abrakadabra.
0g uppruni pess er 6kunnur. Liklega
er pad dregid ur hinu forna tungu- Segdu pad aftur og slepptu einum
mali arameisku og pydir: ,Pad sem bokstaf i lokin.
ég segi verdur ad veruleika."
Endurtaktu og styttu ordid um einn

Oroio getur flaekst um tunguna staf i einu.
a manni. bPad er gott ad skipta pvi
upp i smeerri hluta: Pegar pu ert komin/n ad sidustu
endurtekningu og segir ,a"...
ba gerast tofrarnir — eda svo segja
Abra-KadabI‘a fornar heimildir.

A-Bra-Ka-Da-Bra
Abra-Kada-Bra

pad afuraba \\\b\ \a\k\a\d\a\p\r \s/
Arb...

Abra, Abracadabra

| wanna reach out and grab ya" mv

Hljémsveitin Steve Miller Band

gerdi lagid Abracadabra heims- W
freegt ario 1982. Myndbandid er v
«eighties” gullnama.



Til eru fjélmorg tofraord
og galdrapulur

Hokus pokus

Sim sala bim

Barbabrella
Harka
Expelliarmus
Bibbidi
babbidi
Leggéga
og maeli um

...manstu
eftir fleirum?

Samhengi

e ar

b U

Abrakadabra: Pad sem

ég segi verdur ad veruleika
Listamenn fa hugmyndir og lata
peer verda ad listaverkum.

Hér a syningunni eru téfrar
samtimalistar afhjipadir.
Skodum hvada
hugmyndir leynast
ad baki verkunum!

K a

Myndlist er eins og tjaning eda
tungumal. Listamenn nota listskdpun
til pess ad segja okkur dhorfendum
eitthvad sem peim liggur & hjarta.
Pad liggur ekki alltaf f augum uppi og
vid purfum ad stilla okkur inn & hvad
er i gangi i hverju verki.

Listaverk hefur merkingu i mérgum ldgum.
Haegt er ad njota listaverka a 6tal vegu. Pad
parf ekki ad skilja pau til fulls og pad er ekkert
eitt endanlegt svar.

Tofraordid fyrir okkur ahorfendur er:

Forvitni

Pegar madur skodar myndlist er gaman ad hugsa um sam-
hengi hlutanna. Eitt er ad hugsa um listaverkid ut af fyrir sig og
Ur hvada samhengi pad sprettur. Hitt er samhengid sem verkid
er settinudna—-hvad er i kringum verkid sem hefur ahrif 4 pad?
Syningin, safnid, birtan, hin listaverkin ... i hvernig skapi pu ert
pbegar pu skodar syninguna.



Ordabdk

Ymis ord og hugtok eru notud um
myndlist. Pau hjalpa til vid ad lysa pvi
hvernig listaverk verdur til, hvad pad
er og hvernig pad virkar. Heegt er

ad nota morg 6lik hugtok um eitt og
sama listaverkid. Profadu ao fletta i
Abrakadabra-ordabdkinni & vefsiou
listasafnsins.

Matadu pessi ord vid verkin
a syningunni:

Nattadra errisastortviofangsefni
i myndlist. Nattdra getur att vid lifrikio,
dyr og plontur, en lika umhverfi og
landslag. Stundum gera listamenn
myndir af nattdrunni, rannsaka
nattlruna eda skoda tengsl manns
0g nattlru. Andsteedan vid nattaru
er pad sem er manngert—eda er
madurinn kannski hluti af nattdrunni
og 6ll hans verk pa lika nattdra?

Listamenn fjalla um sitt eigid
samfélag isinunanasta
umhverfi eda i staerra samhengi.

| verkum sinum skoda pau eitthvert
félagslegt vidfangsefni, varpa ljési

a 6jofnud, samkennd og Gtilokun,
spyrja spurninga um hefdir og venjur
eda gagnryna rikjandi astand. Sam-
félagsleg list er stundum lika kéllud
politisk list af pvi ad rétt eins og poli-
tik fjallar hiin um skiptingu valds &
milli einstaklinga og pjéofélagshépa.

Listaverk sem fjallar a einhvern hatt
um listheiminn er stundum kallad
list um list.paerveridoad
fjalla um hlutverk listamannsins,
edli listaverksins, arf listaségunnar
eda eitthvad annad sem tilheyrir
listheiminum. Hvenaer haettir
malverk ad vera malverk og
verdur ad skulptar?

Skynfeeri manneskjunnar eru fimm:
Sjon, heyrn, snerting, bragd og lykt.
Med peim tékum vid inn umhverfis-
areiti og skynjum umhverfi okkar.
Myndlist fjallar oft um petta flokna
ferli: Hvernigvirkars ky nju n
almennt en lika, hversu 6lik getur
hun verid a milli félks?

Hugmyndirumsjal f og sjalfs-
mynd eru listaménnum hugleiknar.
Pau nota listsképun sina til ad fjalla
um fjolbreytileika mannlifsins, um
Olika upplifun einstaklinga og tengsl
likama og vitundar vid eigid® umhverfi
og adra. Listaverk getur vakid mann
tilumhugsunar um fordéma gagn-
vart 6drum, um stadalimyndir og
lyst personulegri reynslu sem veitir
manni nyja syn.

...hvada onnur oro finnst pér
eiga viod verkin a syningunni?



Hvers konar verk
eru a syningunni?

Malverk
Skulptur
Innsetning

Samtimalist

Samtimalist er buin til i dag af lifandi
listamdnnum. Oll listaverk voru ein-
hvern timann samtimalist. Svo lidur
timinn og pau verda hluti af ségunni.
Pegar talad er um samtimalist er oft-
ast att vio listskbpun sidustu 50 ara.
A syningunni Abrakadabra eru sam-
timalistaverk fra sidustu 20 arum.

Myndbandsverk

Hljoodverk
Teikning
Ljosmynd
Lagmynd
patttokuverk

... sérou fleiri miodla?

Antitils
Listamenn geta baett vid listaverkid sitt med

Listaverkin & syningunnieru oll i
safneign Listasafns Reykjavikur.
Safnid er i eigu Reykvikinga pannig
ad borgarbuar eiga verkin saman.
Safnid vardveitir mérg pasund
listaverk fra ymsum timum og arlega
baetast ny vid i safneignina.

pvi ad gefa pvi nafn. Stundum hjalpar pad
manni vid ad skilja samhengi eda tengingu
sem er annars ekki augljés. Svo eru adrir lista-
menn sem vilja ad listaverkid standi nafnlaust
svo ad titillinn sé ekki ad trufla. ba er verkid
bara sagt vera ,an titils". Kannski dettur pér

i hug einhver godur titill?

Listamadur - Listaverk - Ahorfandi
Myndlist byggist 4 samspili priggja patta: Listamadur, listaverk
og adhorfandi. Ef madur sleppir einu er varla haegt ad tala um
myndiist. EOa hvad finnst pér?



Abrakadabra
T h e M a g 1 ¢

Abrakadabra is a mysterious word, Magic Incantation
linked to magic. Itis very old and its Say the word Abrakadabra.
origin is unknown. It probably comes
from the ancient language Aramaic Say it again and skip the final letter.
and means: “l will create as | speak”.
Repeat and always skip one more
The word can be a real tongue- letter off the end.
twister. Itis helpful to divide it up:
Once you get to the last

titi dsay‘a"...
A b ra- K d d a b ra ’Eﬁg’Sslvlvohne?wr’]theS?XaSic happens,
A Bra Ka Da Bra according to ancient sources.
Abra-Kada-Bra

or try to say it backwords:

Arb... \a \b\ \a\k\a\d\a\b\r\f/

“"Abra, Abracadabra

| wanna reach out and grab ya" mv

In 1982, Steve Miller Band released

the song Abracadabra which became W
famous around the world. The music v
video is an eighties goldmine.



o f C

There are numerous magic words

and incantations:

H o ¢ u s
P o ¢ u s
Sim sala bim
A | a Kk
Open Sesame
Expelliarmus

... do you remember more?

a

O N t e

Abrakadabra:

| Will Create as | Speak

Artists getideas and turn them into
art. In this exhibition, the magic of
contemporary art is unveiled.
Let’s examine the ideas
behind the works!

Z d m

Artis like an expression or language.
Artists use their creation to tell the
viewers things they wish to express.
They are not always obvious and we
need to attune ourselves to what's
going onin each artwork.

Art has multi-layered meaning.

You can enjoy artworks in endless ways.
It is not necessary to understand them
100% and there is no definite answer.

The magic word for the viewer is:

Curiosity

Context

When looking at art, it is interesting to wonder about the con-
text of things. You can think about the artwork on its own and
the context it comes from. Also, there is the context that the
work is in now —what is around the artwork, affecting it? The
exhibition, the museum, the light, other artworks ... your mood
when you view the exhibition.



Dictionary

Various words and concepts are
used when discussing art. They help
describe how an artwork is created,
whatitis and how it works. Many
different concepts can be used to
describe a single artwork.

Try these words on the works
in the exhibition:

Nature isanenormous sub-
jectinart. Nature can mean the
biosphere, flora and fauna, but

also environment and landscape.
Sometimes artists create images of
nature, research nature or examine
the connection between man and
nature. The opposite of nature is
manmade — or is man maybe a part
of nature and all their work therefore
also a part of nature?

Artists discusstheirownsociety
in their microenvironmentorina
bigger context. In their work, they
examine a social subject, cast a light
oninjustice, empathy, exclusion,

ask questions about traditions and
habits or criticise the prevailing situ-
ation. Social artis also sometimes
called political art because just like
politics it revolves around the divi-
sion of power between individuals
and social groups.

A r t

An artwork that somehow touches
on the art world is sometimes called
meta-art.ltfocusesontherole
of the artist, the nature of the art-
work, art heritage or something else
that belongs to the art world.
When does a painting stop
being a painting and becomes
a sculpture?

A human being has five senses:
Sight, sound, touch, taste and smell.
We use them to experience our
environment and perceive our sur-
roundings. Art often discusses this
complicated process: How does
perception ingeneralwork,
but also, how much does it vary from
one person to another?

Ideas of the s e I f and identity are
popular with artists. They use their
creation to discuss the diversity

of human life, about the different
experiences of individuals and

the connection between the body
and the consciousness to its own
environment and others. An artwork
can get you thinking about prejudice
towards others, about stereotypes
and express a personal experience
that offers a new insight.

... what other words do you
think can be used to describe
the works in this exhibition?



What Sort of Works Are

in This Exhibition?
Painting
Sculpture
Installation
Video work

Contemporary Art

Contemporary artis created today
by living artists. All artworks used to
be contemporary. With time, they
become part of history. When dis-
cussing contemporary art, it most
often refers to art creation of the
last 50 years. In Abrakadabra, the
contemporary artworks span back
20 years.

Participation work

Drawing

Audio work
Relief
Photograph

...doyou
see other media?

Untitled

The artworks all belong to the col-
lection of Reykjavik Art Museum. The
museum is owned by the citizens of
Reykjavik and they therefore own
the artworks collectively. The collec-
tion has thousands of artworks and
every year, more are added.

Artists can add to their artwork’s meaning

by naming it. Sometimes the title helps you
understand a context or connection that isn't
obvious. Other artists want their works to be
untitled, so the title doesn't get in the way.
These works are called “Untitled”. Maybe you
can think of a good title?

Artist — Artwork

Viewer

Artis based on the interaction of three components: Artist,
artwork and viewer. If one is left out, it can hardly be called art.

Or what do you think?






