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William Morris 1834-1896

William Morris (1834-1896) feeddistinn i vel-
megandi millistéttarfjélskyldu i Walthamstow
iLondon. A pessum tima var par blémleg sveit
og dhugi hins unga Williams Morris beindist
jafntad dyrum og natturunni og lestri. Hann
var sendur i gudfraedindm til Oxford par sem
hann kynntist upprendandilistamanni ad
nafni Edward Burne-Jones, en peir félagar
deildu dhuga 4 listum og arkitektar. William
Morris haetti haskélanami til ad gerast arkitekt
og hof starfsnam hja arkitektastofu i London.
Leerimeistari hans var Philip Webb sem vard
nainn vinur hans til seviloka. Eftir nokkra
manudi breytti William Morris aftur um stefnu
og dkvad ad gerast listamadur. Hann hafdi
kynnst listaménnum i forrafaelitah6pnum en
peir voru jafnakafir adddendur midalda og
peir Morris og Burne-Jones. William Morris
vard ekkilistamadur en fann pess i stad kéllun
ihénnun og handverki auk pess sem hann
beindilika kr6ftum sinum ad ritstérfum.

Folkid sem William Morris kynntist &
ungaaldri myndadi kjarnahép skapandi
einstaklinga sem hafdi pad ad markmidi ad
umbreyta breskri list, arkitektar og hand-
verki. Nokkrir peirra stofnudu og gerdust
medeigendur i fyrirtaekinu Morris, Marshall,
Faulkner and Co. Tengslanetio sem peir
myndudu vard grunnurinn ad handidahreyf-
ingunni - British Arts & Crafts Movement.

1834

— William Morris faedist 24. marsinn i
velmegandi millistéttarfjolskyldu i EIm
House, Walthamstow i Englandi Viktoriu-
timans (1837-1901).

1847
— Fadir hans, William Morris eldri,
deyr 50 ara ad aldri.

1848

— Morris-fjolskyldan flytur i Water House,
Walthamstow, sem hysir William Morris
Gallery i dag.

— William Morris, hefur ndm vid Marl-
borough College prettan ara gamall.

— Breedralag forrafaelita er stofnad af Dante
Gabriel Rossetti, John Everett Millais og
William Holman Hunt. Breedralagid var
hépur breskra listamanna sem sétti inn-
blastur i list fra timum fyrir endurreisnar-
malarann Rafael (1483-1520).

1851
— William Morris heettir i Marlborough
College.

1853

— William Morris hefur gudfraedinam vio
Exeter College i Oxford par sem hann
stofnar til eevilangrar vinattu vio Edward
Burne-Jones (1833-1898). beir deila
adhuga 4 list og arkitektur midalda, sér-
staklega trurlegrar listar og arkitekturs.

— William Morris kemst i kynni vid skrif Johns
Ruskin, sem hafa gridarleg ahrif & hann.

1854

- William Morris ferdast til Belgiu og Nordur-
Frakklands. | Belgiu kynnist hann lista-
verkum Jans van Eyck og Hans Memling.
[ Nordur-Frakklandi skodar hann adallega
gotneskar kirkjur.

1855

— Ferdast til Frakklands, i petta sinn med
Edward Burne-Jones og William Fulford.

— William Morris skrifar médur sinni um
ad hann aetli sér ad verda arkitekt. Hann
haettir i gudfreedindminu og gerist pess
i stad leerlingur hja nygotneska arkitekt-
inum G.E. Street. Laerimeistari hans er
Philip Webb sem verdur vinur hans allt til
daudadags.

1856

— William Morris birtir og fjarmagnar fyrstu
utgéfu af timaritinu The Oxford and
Cambridge Magazine. Timaritid er m.a.
gefio ut af William Morris og Edward
Burne-Jones oginniheldur greinar, ségur,
gagnryniog lj6o.

— William Morris og Edward Burne-Jones
leigja herbergi vid 17 Red Lion Square
i London. Petta var éinnréttud ibid sem
hafdi 4dur hyst medlimi Braedralags
forrafaelita. Morris og Burne-Jones
hanna hisgdgn fyrir htisnaedio.

— Hvattur &fram af Rossetti, hverfur
William Morris fra pvi ad verda arkitekt
og fer ad mala.



1857

— William Morris, Dante Gabriel Rossetti og
Edward Burne-Jones leigja vistarverur
vid 87 High Street, Oxford, gegnt Queen's
College. Undir handleidslu Rossettis
skreyta peir méalfundaherbergi Oxford
Union med veggmyndum.

— William Morris kynnist tilvonandi konu
sinni, Jane Burden (1839-1914).

1858

— Fyrstalj¢dasafn Williams Morris, The
Defence of Guenevere & Other Poems,
kemur ut. Hann birtir um 40 b6kmennta-
verk yfir avina, par 8 medal lj6dasofn,
skaldsogur, stefnuyfirlysingar og
almenna texta. Hann er vel pekktur
rithéfundur og lj6dskald i Englandi.

1859

— William Morris og Jane Burden gefin
saman pann 26. april i St. Michael i North
Gate Church, Ship Street, Oxford.

1860

— William og Jane Morris flytja i Red House
i Kent. William Morris greidir fyrir hisid og
feer vin sinn arkitektinn Philip Webb til ad
hanna husid. Morris zetladiad bua i Red
House med Burne-Jones-fjélskyldunni
i svokalladri ,Holl listarinnar”,

1861

— Dottir Williams og Jane, Jane Alice
(Jenny) Morris feedist og er nefnd
i h6fudid & yngri systur Williams.

— William Morris, P.P. Marshall, Charles
Faulkner, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edward
Burne-Jones, Ford Madox Brown og Philip
Webb stofna skrautlistarfyrirtaekid Morris,
Marshall, Faulkner & Co (1861-1875), sem
einnig gekk undir nafninu The Firm.

— St6r hluti stofnfésins var 1an frd moour
Williams, Emmu Morris. Fyrirtaekid
framleiddi og seldi handgerda skrautmuni
og husgdgn fyrir heimili, svo sem steint
gler, tréskurd, veggféour, vefnad og teppi
innblasin af fagurfraedi sidmidalda. Kirkjur
og sofn leitudu einnig eftir starfskroftum
fyrirteekisins.

1862

— Mary (May) Morris faedist.

— William Morris fer ad hanna veggféour.

— Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co syna &
HeimssyningunniiLondon og vinna til
tveggja gullverdlauna.

1864

— Fyrstu veggféorin, Trellis og Daisy, eru
framleidd og prentud hja Jeffery & Co.
Pau eru dyr i framleidslu par sem ad baedi
mynstrin eru med 12 litum og purfa pvi
12 plétur (eina fyrir hvern lit)

— Horfid fra hugmyndinni um ad deila Red
House med Burne-Jones-fjélskyldunni.

1865

— Red House selt.

— Morris-fj6lskyldan flytur ad 26 Queen
Square i London og fyrirtaekid opnar
verslun & sama stad.

1867

— Fyrirtaekio er fengio til ad innrétta boro-
stofu i South Kensington safninu, sidar
nefnt Victoria and Albert Museum sem er
opid almenningi i dag.

1868

— William Morris leerir islensku hja Eiriki
Magnussyni, freedimanni og bokaveroi
i Cambridge.

1870
— Pyadir (i samvinnu vid Eirik Magnusson)
og birtir Vélsungasdgu & ensku.

1871 )
— Ferdast til Islands med Eiriki Magnussyni,
Charles Faulkner og W. H. Evans.

1873 ;
— Ferdast aftur til Islands, ad pessu sinni
med Edward Burne-Jones.

1875

— William Morris tekur fulla stjérn a fyrir-
teekinu Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co
og breytir nafninu i Morris & Co.

1876
— Doéttir hans Jenny feer flogakast og er
Oryrki uppfra pvi.

1877

— Morris & Co opna verslun og syningarsal
i midborg London.

— William Morris stofnar Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings, forvera
National Trust. Morris fannst ad heilu
byggingarnar eettu ad teljast til menn-
ingarminja. Seinni tima vidbaetur aetti pvi
ao fjarleegja til pess ad faera byggingarnar
i sitt upprunalega horf.



1878

— Morris-fjolskyldan flytur i Kelmscott
House i Hammersmith sem hysir
The William Morris Society i dag.

— William Morris vefur veggteppi.

1879

— Métmeelir med Society for the Protection
of Ancient Buildings hvernig stadid
er ad pviad gera upp Markusarkirkjuna
i Feneyjum.

1881

— William Morris eignast Merton Abbey i
Spitalfields, par sem &dur var textilverk-
smidja. Byggingarnar eru adlagadar til ad
framleida vorur fyrir Morris & Co.

1883
— William Morris gengur til lids vid
The Social Democratic Federation.

1884
— William Morris og fleiri segja sig ur
The Social Democratic Federation.

1885

— William Morris og adrir fyrrum meolimir
The Social Democratic Federation stofna
The Socialist League. Sama ar er William
Morris handtekinn & kréfufundi fyrir mal-
frelsi en hann er latinn laus naesta dag.

1888

— Fyrsta syning myndlistar- og handida-
hreyfingarinnar skipul6gd, William Morris
heldur fyrirlestur um listvefnad.

1890

— William Morris skrifa sésialisku skéald-
soguna News from Nowhere.

— Segir sig ur The Socialist League og
stofnar The Hammersmith Socialist
Society.

1891

— William Morris stofnar forlagid Kelmscott
Press.

— Byr til leturgerdirnar Golden, Troy og
Chaucer.

1894
— Mooir Williams Morris, Emma Morris,
deyr 90 ara ad aldri.

1896
— William Morris deyr 3. oktdber,
62 araad aldri

William Morris lést &rid 1896, 62 ara ad aldri.
Sjukdémsgreining leeknisins var svo hljéo-
andi: ... mein hans var einfaldlega ad vera
William Morris..."

A3 Morris latnum ték William Benson, vinur
peirra Morris og Burne-Jones, vid rekstri
Morris & Co. Burne-Jones lést tveimur &rum
sidar, arid 1898, pa 65 ara ad aldri. Listreen
stjérnun feerdist pa 4 hendur Johns Henry
Dearle, sem hafdi byrjad sem leerlingur og
adstodarmadur Williams Morris & ung-
lingsdrum. Dearle préadi fyrirtaekid afram
0g hafdi umsjén med framleidslunni allt til
daudadags arid 1932 en pa hafdi hann unnid
fyrir fyrirteekid i 54 ar. May Morris fetadi {
fotspor foour sins og helgadi sig fyrirtaekinu
pangad til hun Iést arid 1938.

Morris & Co breyttist eftir dauda Williams
Morris. Fyrirteekid var selt arid 1905 og nafni
pess breytt i Morris & Co Decorators Ltd.
Nyja stjornin hafdi enga listraena sérpekk-
ingu en pekking og reynsla Dearles af pvi

ad vinna med William Morris tryggdi ordstir
fyrirteekisins. Eftir dauda Johns Henry
Dearle ario 1932 ték ad halla undan faeti

0g &rid 1940 var Morris & Co leyst upp og
hénnunarskrarnar og pad sem eftir var af
veggfodri a lager var selt til Sanderson.
Morris & Co hefur verid i eigu Sanderson-
fidlskyldunnar allar gétur sidan og er nu hluti
af The Style Library.

Eftir seinni heimsstyrjéld, og allt fr4 1930
vida i Evrépu, vard funksjénalisminn radandi
stefna og mynstur Morris & Co féllu ur
tisku. Petta breyttist a sjounda og attunda
aratug sioustu aldar pegar litrik mynstur
komust aftur i tisku. Sum gémlu Morris &
Co mynstrin voru uppfeerd i anda samtim-
ans i ndnast skynérvandi litapalletum. Til
ad mynda atti George Harrison, gitarleikari
Bitlanna, jakka med Golden Lily mynstrinu
sem hannad var af Dearle arid 1899.

A niunda aratug sidustu aldar ték Sand-
erson & ny upp heitid Morris & Co, merki
um ao fyrirteekiod veeri ad snla aftur i
upprunann. Fyrirteekid starfar &fram i anda
Williams Morris og framleidir vérur sem
eru eins likar upprunalegu utgafunum og
haegt er.



William Morris 1834-1896

William Morris (1834-1896) was borninto a
wealthy middle-class family in Walthamstow

in London. At the time, the area was idyllically
rural and William Morris was as interested

in animals and nature as in reading. He was
sent to Oxford to study theology and here he
befriended the future artist Edward Burne-
Jones, withwhom he shared aninterestin art
and architecture. William Morris abandoned his
university studies in order to pursue a career
as an architect and began an apprenticeship
atan architectural office in London. His mentor
was Philip Webb who became a close, life-long
friend. After some months William Morris once
again changed his plans, this time to become
an artist. He had learned to know the artists of
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, who shared
Edward Burne-Jones's and his love of medi-
eval art. He did not become an artist. Instead
he found his calling in design and craft.

The people William Morris learned to know
in his adolescence formed a creative col-
lective with the common goal of trans-
forming British art, architecture and craft.
Eventually they became partners in the
company Morris, Marshall, Faulkner and Co.
The network they created was the founda-
tion of the British Arts & Crafts Movement.

1834

— William Morris is born on 24 March to
a wealthy middle-class family at EIm
House, Walthamstow in Victorian England
(1837-1901).

1847
— His father, William Morris Senior dies
aged 50.

1848

— The Morris family moves to Water House,
Walthamstow which today is the home of
the William Morris Gallery.

— William Morris, aged 13, begins his studies
at Marlborough College.

— The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood is
founded by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, John
Everett Millais and William Holman Hunt.
The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood was a
British group of artists who sought inspira-
tion from art from the period preceding the
Renaissance artist Raphael (1483-1520).

1851
— William Morris leaves Marlborough
College.

1853

— William Morris begins to study theology
at Exeter College, Oxford where he forms
alifelong friendship with Edward Burne-
Jones (1833-1898). They share a common
interestin medieval art and architecture,
especially religious art and architecture.

— William Morris begins reading John Ruskin,
which influences him greatly.

1854

— William Morris travels to Belgium and
northern France. In Belgium he sees art-
works by Jan van Eyck and Hans Memling.
In northern France he primarily visits
Gothic cathedrals.

1855

— Travels to France, this time with Edward
Burne-Jones and William Fulford.

— William Morris writes to his mother that
he intends to become an architect. He
abandons his ongoing theology studies
and instead is apprenticed to the Neo-
Gothic architect G. E. Street. His mentor
is Philip Webb who becomes a close, life-
long friend.

1856

— William Morris publishes and finances the
first edition of the periodical magazine The
Oxford and Cambridge Magazine. Pub-
lished by, among others, William Morris
and Edward Burne-Jones, the magazine
comprises articles, stories, reviews and
poems.

— William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones
take rooms at 17 Red Lion Square in Lon-
don, an unfurnished apartment that had
previously been occupied by members of
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Morris
and Burne-Jones designed the furniture
for their lodgings.

— Encouraged by Rossetti, William Morris
abandons his plans to become an archi-
tect and begins to paint.



1857

William Morris, Dante Gabriel Rossetti
and Edward Burne-Jones take rooms at
87 High Street, Oxford, opposite Queen'’s
College. Under Rossetti's guidance they
decorate the debating chamber of Oxford
Union with murals.

William Morris meets his future wife, Jane
Burden (1839-1914).

1858

William Morris’ first collection of poems,
The Defence of Guenevere & Other Poems,
is published. During is lifetime he publishes
some 30 literary works, including collec-
tions of poems, novels, manifestos and
non-fiction. In England he is a well-known
writer and poet.

1859

William Morris and Jane Burden marry on
26 April at St. Michael at the North Gate
Church, Ship Street, Oxford.

1860

William and Jane Morris move to the Red
House in Kent. Paid for by William Morris,
the house is designed by his friend, archi-
tect Philip Webb. Morris planned to live in
the Red House with the Burne-Jones fam-
ilyina so-called "Palace of Art".

1861

William and Jane's daughter Jane Alice
(Jenny) Morris is born and named after
William Morris' younger sister.

Founds together with P. P. Marshall,
Charles Faulkner, Dante Gabriel Rossetti,
Edward Burne-Jones, Ford Madox Brown
and Philip Webb the decorative arts
company Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co
(1861-1875) also known as the Firm.

A considerable share of the company's
capital was loaned by William Morris'
mother Emma Morris. The company manu-
factured and sold handmade decorations
and furniture for the home, such as stained
glass, wood carvings, wallpaper, fabrics
and carpets, with a medieval-inspired aes-
thetic. They also received commissions
from churches and museums.

1862

Mary (May) Morris is born.

William Morris begins designing wallpaper.
Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co exhibit at
the International Exhibition in London and
are awarded two gold medals.

1864

— Thefirst wallpapers, Trellis and Daisy, are
produced and printed by Jeffery & Co.
They were expensive to produce as both
designs comprise 12 colours, requiring
12 blocks (one for each colour used).

— Plans to share the Red House with the
Burne-Jones family are cancelled.

1865

— The Red House is sold.

— The Morris family moves to 26 Queen
Square in London and the Firm opens
a shop at the same address.

1867

— The Firmis commissioned to decorate
a dining room at the South Kensington
Museum, now known as the Victoria and
Albert Museum, and is still today available
for the public.

1868
— William Morris studies Icelandic under
Eirikur Magnusson.

1870
— Translates (with the help of Eirfkur Magnus-
son) and publishes the Volsunga Saga.

1871
— Travels to Iceland with Eirikur Magnusson,
Charles Faulkner and W. H. Evans.

1873
— Travels again to Iceland, this time with
Edward Burne-Jones.

1875

— William Morris assumes total control of the
company Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co,
whichis renamed Morris & Co.

1876

— His daughter Jenny suffers an epileptic
seizure and is incapacitated for the rest of
her life.

1877

— Morris & Co open a shop and showroom in
central London.

— William Morris founds the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings, a precursor
to the National Trust. Morris believed that
entire buildings should be treated as cultural
heritage. Elements added throughout his-
tory should therefore be removed in order to
“repair” the buildings to their original style.



1878

— The Morris family moves to Kelmscott
House in Hammersmith, which today is
the William Morris Society.

— William Morris weaves tapestries.

1879

— Protests via the Society for the Protection
of Ancient Buildings against the restora-
tion of St Mark's Basilica in Venice.

1881

— William Morris acquires an industrial es-
tate, Merton Abbey in Spitalfields, a former
textile factory. The buildings are adapted to
produce goods for Morris & Co.

1883
— William Morris joins the Social Democratic
Federation.

1884
— William Morris and other members leave
the Social Democratic Federation.

1885

— William Morris and other defectors from
the Social Democratic Federation found
the Socialist League. While demonstrating
the same year for freedom of speech
William Morris is arrested and is released
the next day.

1888

— The first Arts and Crafts exhibition is
organised, William Morris lectures on tap-
estry weaving.

1890

— William Morris writes the socialist novel
News from Nowhere.

— Heleaves the Socialist League and founds
the Hammersmith Socialist Society.

1891

— William Morris founds the publishing house
the Kelmscott Press.

— He creates the fonts Golden, Troy and
Chaucer.

1894
— William Morris' mother, Emma Morris,
dies aged 90.

1896
— William Morris dies on 3 October, aged 62.

William Morris died in 1896. He was 62 years
old. The doctor's diagnosis read: “his disease
was simply being William Morris..."

William Benson, a friend of Morris and Burne-
Jones's, took over the directorship of Morris
& Co. Burne-Jones died two years later,

in 1898, at the age of 65. The creative and
artistic responsibility was then transferred

to John Henry Dearle, who, as a teen, had
started out as an apprentice and assistant to
William Morris. Dearle developed the firm and
oversaw the production and manufacturing
until his deathin 1932, by which time he had
worked for the company for 54 years. Fol-
lowing in her father's footsteps, May Morris
devoted her entire career to the firm, until her
deathin 1938.

The character of Morris & Co changed in the
years after William Morris's death. In 1905,
the firm was sold and changed its name to
Morris & Co Decorators Ltd. The new board of
directors had no artistic expertise. However,
with his long personal and professional
experience of working with William Morris,
Dearle managed to maintain the reputa-

tion of the firm by promoting existing and
developing new products. After John Henry
Dearle's death in 1932, things took a turn for
the worse. In 1940, Morris & Co was dissolved
and the design archives and remaining wall-
paper stock were purchased by Sanderson.
Morris & Co has remained in the Sanderson
family ever since and today forms part of the
Style Library.

After the Second World War, and since the
1930s in many parts of Europe, the prevail-
ing style was functionalism, which meant
that Morris & Co's patterns fell out of favour.
The 1960s and 1970s saw a revival of co-
lourful patterns and Morris & Co was once
again on trend. Some of the earlier patterns
were given contemporary, almost psy-
chedelic, colour schemes. Exemplified by
Beatle guitarist George Harrison sporting

a jacket with a Golden Lily pattern (designed
by Dearle in 1899).

Inthe 1980s, Sanderson appointed a new
CEO and the Morris & Co label was reinstated,
signalling a return to its craft roots. The com-
pany continues to work in the spirit of William
Morris, manufacturing products that are as
true as possible to the original pieces.
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