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Uordur og nidur

Samtimalist & Nordurslddum

Hver eru pau vidfangsefni, ségur og askor-
anir sem listamenn i hanordri eiga sammerkt
—einkum i ljosi peirra breytinga sem eiga

sér nu stad i pessum heimshluta? Syningin
Hordur og nidur inniheldur verk baedi upp-
rennandi og pekktari ndlifandi listamanna
sem busett eru & nordvesturstréond Banda-
rikjanna, kanadiskum strandsvaedum, [slandi
og hinum Nordurléndunum auk innfaedds
listafélks fra 6llu svaedinu.

Segjamé aod listafélk sé landkénnudir
natimans, baedi i landfreedilegum og hug-
laeegum skilningi. Pau taka til umfjollunar
aleitin efni og nyta sér tilfinningaleg ahrif
listar og frasagnarmdéguleika hennar sem
hvata til breyttrar heimssynar. Loftslags-
og umhverfisbreytingar, alpjédaveeding,
auk séarsaukafullrar ségu nylenduvaed-
ingar innfeeddra pjéda, eru undirrét nyrra
listaverka sem takast & vid pungan straum
askorana um gjorvallt Nordrid & élikum
svidum samfélags, efnahags, stjiérnmala
og umhverfis. Listafélk tekst lika & vid pa
blekkingu ad Nordrid sé afskekkt audn
og skorar a holm romantiska talmynd af
6snortnu landi og meintri einsleitni sam-
félaganna. Verkin sem valin hafa verid eru
Utfaerd i alla midla og rekja sameiginlegar
frasagnir & svidi samtimalistar. bau draga
anystarlegan mata fram skyldleika og
mismun & milli samfélaga og pj6éda svaedis-
ins i kringum Nordur-Atlantshaf.

Eins og gefur ad skilja méa greina margs
konar vidfangsefniihverju listaverki en
akvednir dherslupunktar endurtaka sig
peirra & milli. FI6kid og breytilegt samband
manns og natturu endurspeglast i pvi
hvernig listafélk tekur sér élik hlutverk,
medal annars sem vardmenn, ségumenn
og rynendur. Pau leita leida til ad endurupp-
gotva hina lifandi nattdru og meta hvernig
vid lifum i samhljémi vid hana eda ekki.
Fj6lmorg verk eru eftir listamenn sem skoda
hvernig loftslagskreppan birtist i nordlaegum
joklum og Nordur-Atlantshafi. Verk peirra
eru leid til ad kanna tengsl mannsins vid um-
hverfid, auka medvitund, sja kreppuna fyrir

sér og imynda sér sjalfbaerari framtid. ba eru
verk eftir listamenn sem kanna félagsleg
tengsl og vensl vid baedi stadi og sdgu. bessi
verk lysa baedi persénulegri og alpjodlegri
reynslu, hvernig adgreinandi og sameigin-
legar sdgur svaedisins endurspegla hver
adra og vekja upp spurningar um hvad mati
og vidhaldi samfélagi.

Likaminn leikur stért hlutverk i mérgum
verkum & syningunni. Sum hver eru unnin vid
6venjulegar adstaedur a hafi ati (fyrir ofan
eda nedan yfirbordiod) eda a reginfjdllum,
onnur gefa til kynna hvernig likaminn bregst
vid og skynjar umhverfid, & medan enn
onnur beina sjénum ad likamanum sjalfum i
einstaklingsbundnu, ségulegu og sammann-
legutilliti. P4 er visad i 6tal sagnir, pj6dleg
minni og jafnvel persénulegar frasagnir, sem
eiga sér upphaf i sdgulegu og stadbundnu
samhengi en tala til okkar hér og nu i vidari
skilningi 6had uppruna eda busetu.

A pessari syningu er gengid Ut fra pvi pél-
hverfa, nordleega sjénarhorni ad Nororid sé
midja heimsins. Med fyrirfram métud vidhorf
ihuga, og parotgronu afstodu ad Nororid sé
.parna uppi” eda ajadrinum & heimskortinu,
snyr verkefnid i heild hlutum & haus. Yordur
og nidur, Down Uorth og Ner till Uorr felur i
sér leik ad pvi ad stadsetja nordurslédir rétt
fyrir nedan Nordurpdl. Um leid kallast orda-
sambandid 4 vid 6lika og rotgrona merkingu
i daglegu tali okkar 4 islandi, i Bandarikjunum
0g Svipjod, par sem samstarfsstofnanir ad
baki verkefninu eru stadsettar.

Syningin Mordur og nidur er unnin i samstarfi
Listasafns Reykjavikur, Portland Museum
of Art i Maine-fylki og Bildmuseet i Umea.
 tilefni hennar hefur verid gefin Gt vegleg
syningarskra sem er til sélu i safnverslun.
bar er umfjoéllun syningarstjéra & verkum
patttakenda, auk priggja greina & élikum
fraedasvidum sem tengjast umfjéllunar-
efniverkenna. Syningin héf gdéngu sina

i Portland i febrtiar 2022, stendur hér{
Reykjavik fram yfir aramét og verdur svo
iUmea Gt arid 2023.



Down Uorth

North Atlantic Triennial

What are the subjects, stories, and challenges
that artists in the Arctic region share, in light
of the changes happening in this part of the
world today? Featuring both emerging and
more established artists living today, Down
Worth presents art from a cross-section of
artists in Iceland, and the Nordic countries,
the state of Maine inthe U.S., the Canadian
Maritimes, including indigenous peoples
throughout the region.

Artists are modern-day explorers, both physi-
cally and metaphorically speaking, investigat-
ing poignant themes and capitalizing on art's
emotional impact and narrative potentialas a
catalyst for change. Climate and environment
changes, globalization and a difficult history
of colonization of indigenous groups, have
generated new works of art that address a

cascading series of social, economic, political,

and environmental challenges throughout the
region. Artists also confront the illusion of the
North as aremote wilderness and challenge
the romanticized notion of an untouched land
andits perceived homogeneity. The selected
works, inall media, trace shared narratives in
the field of contemporary art, reflecting novel
affinities and chasms within societies and
among nations around the North Atlantic.

Certainly, traces of multiple themes are at play
in each work, but specific focal points repeat
themselves among them. The complex and
shifting relationship between humankind and
nature is underscored in how artists take on
various roles as guardians, environmental
historians, and explorers, among others, to
rediscover the ways in which nature is living
and how we live in harmony with it, or a lack
there of. Many works are by artists who look
into how climate crisis is manifested in the
high-latitude glaciers and in the North Atlantic
Ocean. Their works become platforms to
explore the relations between human and
environment, raise awareness, to visualize the
crisis and imagine a more sustainable future.
Finally, artists examine interpersonal rela-
tionships and relational connections to both
places and history. Their works speak about

both personal and universal experiences,
how the region’s divided and shared histories
mirror each other, and raise questions about
what shapes and sustains a community.

The body plays a major role in many of the
works in the exhibition. Some are created in
unusual conditions at sea (above or below
the surface) or on far-away mountains,
others indicate how the body reacts and per-
ceives the environment, while others focus
on the body itself in individual, historical and
collective terms. There are also references
to countless narratives, folklore and even
personal stories, which have their begin-
nings in a historical and local context but
speak to us here and now in a broader sense,
regardless of origin or residence.

This exhibition adopts the circumpolar north
perspective to position the North as the
center. Thinking about preconceived notions
and the ingrained idea of the North being "up
there" or peripheral on the world map, the
exhibition plays with inverting things or turning
them upside down. Down Horth, Mlordur og
nidurand Ner till iorr are playful ways to orient
the North Atlantic Region —directly below the
North Pole. Interestingly, the phrase also pos-
sesses alternate meanings in our everyday
vernacularinthe USA, Iceland and Sweden,
where our institutional partners call home.

Down Worthis an art exhibition made in
collaboration between three art museums,
Reykjavik Art Museum inIceland, Portland
Museum of Artin the state of Maine in the
U.S. and Bildmuseet in Umeé in Sweden. On
this occasion, an extensive exhibition catalog
has been published, which s for sale in the
museum shop. The curators reflect on the
participants' work and there are also three
articles on different academic fields related
to the subject matters at play. The exhibition
startedin Portland in February 2022, willbe
here in Reykjavik over the new year, and will
then be shown in Umea until 2023.
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