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Ari® 1999 for ég til Islands til ad skrasetja
nokkra jokla i landinu Gr lofti. A peim

tima aleit ég jokla vera handan allra
mannlegra ahrifa. beir voru mikilfenglegir
0g gagntakandi fagrir, peir virtust
6hreyfanlegir, eilifir. Pad sem vakti athygli
mina var munurinn & skala mannsins og
skala jardségunnar. | minum augum eru
joklar og klettar fastir fyrir, en & jardfree 6i-
legum meelikvarda eru peir sifellt & ferdinni.

[ sumar, tuttugu &rum sidar, sneri ég aftur
til ad ljdsmynda somu jokla frd sama
sjonarhorni og Ur sému fjarlaegd. begar
vid flugum yfir joklana bra mér i brin ad
sja muninn & peim. Audvitad veit ég ad
hnattraen hlynun pydir ad isinn brddnar

0g ég bjést vid ad sja breytingar, en hefoi
b6 aldrei getad imyndad mér hve miklar
paer reyndust. Allir joklarnir hafa skroppi®
verulega saman og suma atti ég jafnvel i
erfidleikum med ad finna aftur. Pessu aetti
augljéslega ekki ad vera pannig farid, jokulis
bradnar ekki og myndast aftur & hverju ari,
likt og hafis. begar jokull bradnar er hann
horfinn. Ad eilifu. Pad var ekki fyrr en ég sa

muninn pa og nu —adeins tuttugu arum sidar

—sem ég skildi til fulls hvad er ad gerast.
Ljésmyndirnar syna glégglega afleidingar

mannlegra gjérda a umhverfid. Gegnum paer

skynjum vid hvad er ad gerast.

[ agust slost ég i hépinn med hopi félks sem
vildi minnast hvarfs Okjokuls, fyrsta islenska
jokulsins sem hverfur af mannlegum
voldum. Su reynsla fyllti mann audmykt.
Skjoldur sem komid var fyrir & svaedinu ber
aletrun eftir islenska rith6fundinn Andra
Snae Magnason, avarp til kynsléda fram-
tidarinnar: ,Vio vitum hvad er ad gerast og
hvao parf ad gera. Adeins pu veist hvort vio
gerdum eitthvad.”

Eg vona ad vid sténdum nd & timamaétum.
Vid berum abyrgd gagnvart kynslédum
framtidarinnar, & pvi ad vernda pa jokla sem
eftir eru og stédva hnattraena hlynun. Hver
einasti jokull sem vid glétum endurspeglar
adgerdaleysi okkar. Hver jokull sem vid
bjérgum verdur vitnisburdur um adgerair
okkar i barattunni vid hamfarahlynun. Einn
gbdan vedurdag verdum vid ad geta haldio
upp a bjorgun joklanna okkar i stad pess ad
syrgja fleiri sem horfnir eru.
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The
1999/2019

In 1999 | travelled to Iceland to document
anumber of the country's glaciers from

the air. Back then, | thought of the glaciers
as beyond human influence. They were
awe-inspiring and exhilaratingly beautiful.
They seemed immobile, eternal. | was struck
at the time by the difference between the
human scale and the scale of geo-history.
For me a glacier or arock seem solid, but on
the geological scale, rocks and glaciers are
constantly in motion.

This summer, twenty years later, | went back
to photograph the same glaciers from the
same angle and at the same distance. Flying
over the glaciers again, | was shocked to see
the difference. Of course, | know that global
heating means melting ice and | expected
the glaciers to have changed, but | simply
could notimagine the extent of change. All
have shrunk considerably and some are
even difficult to find again. Clearly this should
not be the case, since glacial ice does not
melt and reform each year, like sea ice. Once
a glacier melts, itis gone. Forever. It was only
in seeing the difference between then and
now —a mere twenty years later — that | came
to fully understand what is happening. The
photos make the consequences of human
actions on the environment vividly real. They
make the consequences felt.

glacier melt series

This August, | joined a group of people to
commemorate the passing of Okjokull, the
first glacierin Iceland to vanish entirely as
aresult of human activity. It was a humbling
experience. A plague laid at the site bears
an inscription, drafted by the Icelandic writer
Andri Sneer Magnason, that poses a ques-
tion to future generations: ‘We know what is
happening and what needs to be done. Only
you know if we did it."

I hope that we have now reached a turning
point. We have a responsibility towards
future generations to protect our remaining
glaciers and to halt the progress of global
heating. Every glacier lost reflects our inac-
tion. Every glacier saved will be a testament
to the action taken in the face of the climate
emergency. One day, instead of mourning
the loss of more glaciers, we must be able to
celebrate their survival.
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Veggur 1

Wall 1
Fjallsjokull-Hratajokull
Sandfellsjokull
Kviarjokull
Hagongujokull
Huldujokull
Grzenalén
Vidbordsjokull
Oldufellsjokull
Skaftafellsjokull

Veggur 2

Wall 2

Mulajokull
Graenalénsjokull
Klifurarjokull
Morsarjokull
Sandfellsjokull
Svinafellsjokull-Hoffellsjokull
Barkarjokull
Nauthagajokull
Sélheimajokull

Veggur 3

Wall 3

Flaajokull
Krossarjokull
Tungnakvislarjokull
Fjalljokull-Virkisjokull
énefndurjékull Unnamed glacier
Rétarjokull
Svinafellsjokull
Skalafellsjokull
Steinholtsjokull
Heinabergsjokull

Hafursarjokull

Entujokull

Hafnarhus Opid daglega
Tryggvagata 17 Fra 10.00 til 17.00
Reykjavik Fimmtudaga
+354 411 6400 Fra 10.00 til 22.00

Fimmtudag 28. névember kl. 17:00
Myndlistarmadurinn

Olafur Eliasson og rithéfundurinn
Andri Snzer Magnason i samtali.
Thursday 28 November 17h00

Artist Olafur Ellasson and writer

Andri Snaer Magnason in conversation

Nanari upplysingar um leidsagnir

og dagskra 4 heimasidu safnsins
Further information on guided tours and
programme on museum website

Storir og smair hépar

geta bokad sérleidsogn
Private groups of different sizes
are welcome to book guided tours

Open daily ©2019 Listasafn Reykjavikur
10h00-17h00 #listasafnreykjavikur
Thursdays #reykjavikartmuseum

10h00-22h00



